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Abstract of the Results of Meteorological Observations taken at the 





Observatory in the month of January 1898, 
: aa: Jochen, Date, 
Tho mean pressure of the month nee oe ve 80°024 yaad 
The average pressure of January from 24 years’ registers .., 30-014 1: SEN 
The highest pressure in the month _... on ve 80203 9th 10 
The lowest pressure in the month __... oat we 29°805 26th 16.3: 
The range of pressure... coe toe a “ten ‘ 
The total number of hours of bright sunshine during the month 2644 ‘A 
The maximum possible number of hours of sunshine we 8873 i 
e. 
The mean temperature of the month ... pe 64:2 
The average temperature of January from 24 years’ registers 67:7 : 
The highest temperature in the month ove vos 83:9 26th . 
We The lowest temperature in the month ... oon «» 484 8th & 9th 
f The range of temperature during the month oe we = BB" 
4 The mean daily range of temperature ... toe coe! 4 OL 
The greatest range of temperature in one day —... oo «= 16CH 
Per cent, 
ay The mean humidity of the month _.., tee toe 71 
The averge humidity of January from 24 years’ registers .,, ; a 
nehes, 
e ' The mean vapour tension of the month os ove = 0414 
The average vapour tension of J anuary from 9 years’ registers 0°467 
The mean cloud proportion of the month oe we = 0°55 
The average cloud proportion of January from 21 years’ 
registers ove sie ove > cca,” RB 
1 
The total rainfall of the month —«, wee 0.36 


The total rainfall indicated by a Beckley’s self-registering rain- 
gauge (mouth of the gauge about 52 feet above the ground) 0.36 


The average fall of January from 48 years’ registers * we = 0°48 
y The greatest fall in 24 hours sed ave ee §=—»0.86 27th 
Neo} The number of rainy days in the month eas eae ie 
The average number of rainy days in January from 24 years’ 
registers ts eve ais oo 2 
The mean maximum equilibrium temperature of solar radiation r=) 
during the month oy eee ove ee =: 1277 
The mean difference of sun and air temperatures .,. aoe 51:1 
The greatest sun temperature ote «+ =: 188-7) 26th 
The greatest excess of sun over air temperature tee 545 28th 
The mean temperature of the nocturnal radiation thermometer 
on woollen cloth oer See vee wei 45'5 
The mean depression of the nocturnal radiation thermometer 
below the minimum air temperature at 4 feet above the 
ground . sae no eee ee 85 
The greatest depression of the nocturnal radiation thermometer 
below the minimum air temperature oe ae lll = 16th 
Milos, 
The mean movement of the wind per day ae ove 40°6 
The greatest movement of the wind in oneday ,,, es 98:0 26th Wa 


The greatest movement of the wind in one hour .., eae . r& 
The number of hours with winds from each of the 8 points— ae 
N. 148, N.E. 19, E. 3, 8.K. 2, 8, 16, 8.W. 79, W. 83, N.W. 99, Oalm 300, 

The results of observations at the Alipore Observatory are not rigorously comparable with 
the registers of past years (at the Park Street Observatory), The barometer is about 8 teet 
higher at Alipore, and, other things being equal, reads therefore ‘003 lower. The diarnal range 
of temperature is also greater at Alipore, and the mean temperature apparently about 25° si 
and, finally, the thermometer which furnished the record of temperature at the Surveyor-Gener " 
Office during 20 years aud upwards is found to read 0-6 higher than the Kew standard thermometer, 


which is the standard of reference at the present Observatory, 
J. H. Guan, 


MurEonoLoarAL Orvice, Govr. or Inpia, For \edcam 
-? Calcutta, the 2th February 1898, Motel Reporter tothe Goat. of India. 
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st 10 sae during the month |, 







wh ues oi . . [e} 
4 mean temperature at 10 a.m. during the month _... é , 
: pe rainy temperature during the month sat se 85:5 26th. % 
west temperature during the month hes «-» 48:4 9th 
‘The absolute range of temperature during the month ... ose) OF] 


‘The mean daily range of temperature during the month 
sie ‘The greatest range of teroperature in one day during the month ... 283 16th, 


eA: bi! 
The mean 10 a.m, humidity during the month eee wee N63" 
Inch. 

The mean 10 4.x. vapour tension during the month —... on "444 
The total rainfall of the month ee ove coe =: 08 
The greatest fall in 24 hours as am “qa 0:38 27th, 
The number of rainy days in the month ,,, ae jee 

C. Larix, 


Marnorotocicat Orricr, Brnaat, 
The Vth February 1898, 


Meteorological Reporter to the Govt, of Bengal. 
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Results of the Barometrical and: Thermometrical Observations taken at the Meteoro. 
logical Office, Chowringhee, from 30th January to 5th February 1898, 








Humidity at 10 


1898, Inches.} ° ° ° ° * | Inches, ° % | Inches, 
‘anvary —,,. | BOth 30078) 667 | 785 | 236 | 549 | 696 | @27 “479 57:8 66 Nil. 
me wn | Slat 002} 710 | 820 | 921 | Boo | goa | 656 ' 62] 81 é 
february 4, Ist | +001} 731 | 880 | 199 | 631 | 74 | boo 619 66-4 82 * 
a 29944) 757 | 860 | 206 | 654 | 767 | 715 703 68-7 78 a 
: w | Grd | 1806) 762 | 850 | 176 | o74 | 7e4 | 715 74 692 | 79 re 
mm] 4th 4] 40) 758 | 85 | a74 | 67 | 746 | Fa 727 69°7 85 of 
A ow] 950] 756 | 842 | 173 | 669 | 72a | jie 687 68° 72 
. Inches, 

The mean 10 a.m, pressure of the seven days... oy oo 29°973 

8 
The mean temperature of the seven days ue pe aoe 734 
The extreme variation of temperature son nee we =S81+1 
2 maximum temperature oes aes wre ae 860 

* The mean 10 a.m. relative humidity of the seven days sw ae; 


Inches, 
Phe total fall of rain from 80th January to 5th February 1898 we Nil. 
Tho daily mean temperatures are the crnde means of maximum and minimum temperatures, 
sith 


Merronotootcas, Orrice, Benoat, ’ C. Lirriz, 
Tho 7th February 1888, Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of Bengal. 


¢ 





» 3 : ll bs and calm. "itil ni 


1861] 92 | 20048] 08-0) 787) ro-| 609) 0x0) G01) 057) 77/8 W by 8 and] 4} 4, | Partially clouay, 


























a } 
ei Fob. 1988) 93 | 92) 71'2/ 80-6) 186] 620 a5¢| 59] 621 | 75/SWand SbyW| 6) ,, | Partiahy toi, 
4 a) =. 
i ee 1868} 8:8} 879} 78:2) 83+7| 190] 64-7] 68:2} 626| 653 /78)SWandSSW | 127) ,, Cleats. oy =, 
‘ % 141) 86} 840 | 741) 833 | 166] 667 | 63:8) “O34| 65-7) 77/SSWandSW..| 80] ,, | Morning ctond. 
day and night 
3 H clear, 0, 
® i, 12%) G1) 808 | 73:5) 826 | 154) 67-2) 69:9) “685| 68-0 | 83 /SW,SS Wands} 2) ,, | Dayobiofyctoudy, 
night clear, 0. 
ms 1885) 98 | 000) 734 | 888) 167 | 66% | 687| -640/ 660 | 78/88 WandSW..| 193] ,, | Chiofy clear, AR 
The mean pressure of the seven days ous mee eee x66 29-913 
The average pressure of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor- 
ie General’s Office eee oe wey os see 29:976 
“ The total number of hours of bright suashine és se Wea 603 
we The maximum possible number of hours of sunshine ons oan 778 
The mean temperature of the seven days nia oon et 71:4 
The average temperature of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor- 
General’s Office ad ooo ie ooo to 65:8 
The extreme variation of temperature... <e ahs ae 294 
rg The maximum temperature ... ies Ses Ses ae 83-7 
The highest velocity of the wind in one hour sas me aa 13 
J 
= mean relative humidity .., ave sf owe an 73 
e@ average relative humidity of the corresponding period 
Surveyor-General’s Office a sg x _ 2 wr 71 
The total fall of rain from 30th January to 5th Fobruary 1898... a 
, The arm fall of the corresponding period for 24 pe Surveyor-General’s me 
oe ae nae see nie . 
The total fall from 1st January to Sth February 1898 ae mio 


The average fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s 


Office ace ace ees " ] 
The mean pressure, temperature, &c., are deduced from the t f the si ri | 
and from observations mado at Gh, 10h, {8h and 2h, Se Te ot ee i, 
maximum end minimum temperatures are obtained f, lf-registeri thermometers ‘ 
: emacs ase can and the readings. have been corrected ins acne sndvaeted te a 
; “Kew the proud ey are exposed under a thatched shed open at the sides, and are suspended four feet 
a The barometer readings are corrected approximately to wan’ 
at the Garvayor-Canctal’s Office, Se ene te ° He. 
fail  hygrometric elements are obtained from Tables IV, aod V flicia| 
“the Meteorological Office, and bssed on Regnault’s eatiee Presa eboen 4 | tables. computed ie 
The directions and the movement of the wind are taken from the truce of a Beokley’ 
The mouth of the rain-gauge is one foot above the ground. 6 Sneuhigeeg. 








Pi 3 
=, dew; =, fog; 0, overcast. 


oaroat. Oreice, Govr. oF Invia, ‘ 
’ . J. HL. Grrxzanp, 
Caloutia, the th February 1898. For Meteorological Reporter to the of Indio,” 
Fr bas fe 
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Approximate Return of Traffic for the week ending Saturday, the 5ti February 1898 
a8 compared with the corresponding week of the previous year. ‘ 








Weer mxpixo poke Tie larger 


WERK ENDING SATURDAY, THE 
Gru Frprvary 1897, 


67m FepRuary 






Nature oF Oanao, 
Number of 
boats. 


Weight of 
cargo. 


Tollage. Number of | Weight of ‘Tol 
























No. | Mas. Res No. 

Rice and pada: 3 ta a 3,027,640} 6,281] 1,869 
a ei ae ¢ vr 96,860 1,674 8 
Firewood sis ve 94| 81,675| 1,172 105 
Other articles ni te 867 | 1,71,975| 2,608 946 
Total 6,77,740 | 10,580] 2,638 






















T INDIAN RAILWAY. 
Sor week ended 29th January 1898 on 1,702-46 miles open, 


EAS 
Approwimate Ketura of Traffic 




























M D MiInzRaL 
Coacnine TRavPI0, BRCHAD: phe bet 
Number of Coach Weight 6 
pene | oa | cat | Resin, | nei) ar 











Re. A. P.) Mops, 8. Re. | i 
Total traffis Bl week 401,727* ina 9 oF 37,884,008 20 baer z % ai % % 
Pie’ provions 6) weeks at hat’ 1,025,709 |11,70,884 0 0 | 1,38;317435 90 25,08,131 5 0) 63,826 9 9 
year, - a a 
& total tor 4} wooks — .. | 1,435,030 16,11,475 9 0 | 1,71,06,129 10 | 93,00,735 6 0 
\ — 












904,048 9 7) 91,998 0 1 12,80,523 13 9 
531 7 0 2382 ‘752 snl 
1,75,05,310 0 | 35,77,493 8 6 84,846 0 6 | 49,89,550 6 § 


92,149 





previous tee 319,555) | 3,546,577 4 1 4,00,230 0 
per mile of "allway correspond. 


week of previous year ,,, eoenee 208 4 9 a heenete 
E corresponding 4 
Saab Si ganvaree peas Tes el 1,249,742} | 18,24,200 13 8 







891,104 



























* The increase is due to return traffic in connection with Sun Eclipse and “Magh Mela,” 


TARKESSUR BRANCH RAILWAY. 















* 
Approximate Return of Traffic for week endet 29th January 1898 on 29°23 miles open, 
CoacntNe Taarnic, Stencrazpen ae Muvgrat TRAPYIC TRAIN-MILRS RUN, 
rat Le. Ee 





_——————_ ——__| Other earnings 


estimated), | Total earnings, ———————____ 
Number of Coaching Weight ‘ . 
passengers. carried, 


aeoa Receipts, Coaching. | “| Total, 
Mps, s. 





























Re. a, Pv. Rs. a. P, Re. a. P. Rs, a. P. 
Total traflcfor the week —., 25,028 6,582 9 O° 22,782 80 64 8 0 900 7,195 12 0 
Forpronon 8 wen mit-| “ino | ings 4 3 eig0 20} ema} 800 wou é 
Total for 4} wooke i 93,707 | 24,042 10 0 8,50310] 9,005 18 0| ao 0) 2670 8 0 
Peete (EA boat ne 
Comparison, 
a 20,0024 16,128 10 65011 0 446 6,002 6 6 
taal tor Serre a wake ‘aia 244 081 411 6 
| weeks of previous year... 90,779 64,923 20} 2,583.13 0 2313 9| 24,988 6 0 
* The ingyoase is duo to return traflic in connection with Sun Eclipse, 
| 
} 


DELHI-UMBALLA-KALKA RAILWAY. OBL: 
Approvimate Return of Traffic for week ended 29th January 1898 on 160°47 miles open. 


\ 



















_ ‘EASTERN BENGAL STATE RAILWAY. 
Nair me octal anp Assam-Brnar Sxcrroys.) 
Approzimate Return of Traffic axd Miloage for the week ended 29th January 1898 on 817 milee open. 


Mexcmanp: wp MINERAL 
Ooacnine Tuavrio. ae yyic. 











Number ot | Coaching Woight 






Receipts, 














Re, a.P. Mops, 8. Rs, a. P. Rs, a. P, Rs. a. P. 


0 700 0 0 00 
iar Lm O18 A 18 88 ao oe eT O 8 
627,830 | 3,364,300 0 0 28,681,050 0 | 5,807,020 0 0/| 33,630 0 0| 9,506,050 0 0 


819,850 | 4,42,220 0 0 03,84,740 0 | 7,72,000 0 0 08,339 0 0 | 12,8260 0 0 


SE 






























208,400 | 114,711 0 0| 985,970 0 | 1,25,685 0 0] 34,016 0 0| 275,012 0 0 
250 mo 0 1,150 0 154 00 3300 $28 0 0 iri es 
967,888 | 4,63,690 0 0| 35,02,120 0| 6,27,515 008 | 64,701 0 0 | 10,553,015 0 0 198,465 |” 273,009 


* Excluding steamer earnings, 


_DACOA STATE RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic and Mileage for the week ended 29th January 1898 on 86 miles open. 
. a a Ve 
Ooacmine Travyic, sexaomayeaan ae MiIvERAL TRAVPIC TRAIN-MILES RUy, 





Number of |  Goachii Weight 
passengers reosiptae carried, 








earnings, earnings. j 
Receipts, 
Ra. a. P. Mops. 8. Rs. 4, P, Rs. A.P. Re, a.P. 
8,970 0 0 62,070 0 5,040 0 0 100 00 14,110 0 0 
16 0 0 612 0 wo 00 1006 1s 
30,110 0 0 196,780 0 20,420 0 0 730 0 0 51,200 0 0 
89,080 0 0 239,450 0 25,400 0 0 830 0 0 0 0 
es | a rte | epee eee 





22,348 6,704 0 0 30,806 0 2,600 0 0 “200 9,746 0 0 
200 m0 0 358 0 #00 600 8 0 0 
92,213 27,208 0 0 113,791 0 8,984 0 0 a8 0 0 37,080 0 0 








cain a Se 


BENGAL CENTRAL RAILWAY COMPANY, LIMITED. 
Approzimate Return of Trafic and Mileage for the week ended 29th January 1898 on 125 miles open. \\ 


DIsE 
Coacuine Trareic, | Maxon, fax and MinwRaL 














ber Ww 
Num! of aoe ‘eight Receipts, 







Mps. 8, Re. A.P, . aP, 










wae] Suet 

__2108.s10 0) 18.010 0 0 Fes 

220 0 Tn oo 203° 
He es Sot Pada eh 













1,00,002 0 
800 0 
8,035,232 0 


6,024 0 6 
00 
18,600 0 0 










Aryrcinate Rta of Til rth wk tel th Fnery 1898 on 286 mitee open. 











Mos. 8. Rs, a, Rs. A. P. 
i 00 0 
‘we ') wee'| ste 


2,42,835 0 11,206 0 0 568 0 0 





421,106 0} 19,907 0 0] 1,189 0 o 5,642 8,873 14515 
. « 

E * 

1,91,147 0| 9,883 0 0 85 0 0 4.475 5,275 9,750 
530°96 27°65 90 * 12°86 14°65 rh) ae 


4,598,306 0} 20,093 0-0 ™ 00 
41> 
FINANCIAL YEAR, 
Approximate Statement of Gross Receipts of the Assam-Bengal Railway. 
RNCRIFTS YOR WEEK BxDING | Rucerers yor wax uxpina | TOTAL RECEIPTS yn TOTAL RRORIPTS YROM 
Y 1808, 


Ist APRIL 1897 Ist APRIL 1896 To 
lorn Januar: Toru Jaxvany 180, TO 15TH JANUARY 1898, loru* JANUARY 187, 





* 
* Includes andited figures for week ending 11th December 1897, 


|= ASSAM-BENGAL RAILWAY. a 
ee Approximate Return of Traffic for the Week ented 22nd January 1898 on 298 miles open. 


MERCHANDISE AND MINERAL 
CoacniIne Travric, Teavyic. 





TRAPPIC TRAIN-MILES RUN, 














re Other earnings 
: : (estimated), |T°ta! earnings. i tee 
Number of Coaching fake Receipts, Coaching “aa | Total, 
Rs. a. P. Mobs. 8. Rs. a, P. 

























pra 30,407 7.794 0 , 7,68 
ST ai] BS) WEG] mes) uae oa 
ek 52,525 | 29,351 0 0| 4,291,108 0| 19,907 0 0 14,515 
“a ter 8 wot = 82,702 | 47,145 06 0| — 6,23,755 0] 97,488 0 0 21,467 
Comparison, 
acne 
aay 19,810 | 10,437 0 0 11,316 
nat 640 | 29:0 9 0 31°83 
64,700 | 35,007 0 0 35,238 
y > FINANCIAL YEAR. 
p Approximate Statement of Gross Receipts of the Assam-Bengal Railway. 
Bont yor b wae xxpia| Rucurrrs yon waax xxpixo | TOTAL Mist | TOTAL RNCHIPTS PROM Ist 
> 1898, 29RD JANUARY 1897, | ‘Apes aust 20 BaxD ene ices eit 
wo ef | eee 
Per | Mean Per | Mean . Per ‘s 
ile | mi} mile 
Receipts, | m } aitlena hel mileage) Total receipts. mile | + 
Ra. Rs, Rs, Re, Re. Rs. Rs, : 
21,582 60°87 | 286 7,78,811 see | 800 4/89,283 | serene 2,95,679 sem 





” and “ Other earnings 
trains run on open line, 
of balla trains run on open line, 


DARJEELING-HIMALAYAN RAILWAY COMPANY, LIMITED. 


Ty: 


for the wook ending 29th January 1898 me 
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WEATHER AND OROP REPORT. 





For the week ending the Lith February 1898. 


: Burdwan,.—Rainfall at Sadar “11, Kalna +10, Katwa ‘18, Raniganj +17, Weather sea- 
sonable, Threshing of aman paddy continues. — Potatoes being harvested and sugarcane 


being pressed. Early ploughing commenced. Fodder and water sufficient. Oommon rice 
selling as follows :— 


Srs. Srs. 3 
a x 11} to 14} 
zit ats tat 18 
i Pee ae 133 ( Per Fupee. 
et it vee 14 to 15 


Birbhum.—Rainfall_ at Sadar ‘10, Rampur Hat +05. | Weather cold and cloudy. 
ng crops doi stationary, Fodder sufficient. 
—Rainfalt at Sadar -12, Vishnupur +18. * Weather generally cloudy. » Thresh- 
Pressing of sugarcane Progressing. Rabi-crops doing well. , Fodder and 

8 of cow-pox reported. Common rico sells at 15 soers 











Sadar vee oo ead 12 

wm 14 to 16 
a a eamme |r 
Ghatal abe se we 134 


Hooghly.—Winter rice being stored. Sugarcane pressing continues. Rabi crops being 
collected. i rice sells from 10 to 184 seers per rupee. 

Howrah.—No rain at Sadar; Ulubaria ‘06. Weather seasonable. Harvesting of 
aman over. Rabi progressing, but rainis wanted. Fodder and water sufficient. Oommon 
rie sells at 11 to 18 seers per rupee. . 


24-Parganas.—Rainfall at Barasat -07, Diamond Harbour 1:82, Weather cool and 


occasionally cloudy. P., ts of crops . Harvesting of aman, kalai and mustard 
over. “RRo -cattiodiiien, Waar and ae Common rice sells as follows :— 


Srs, 
Sadar Si hie vee SLT to 3 
Barasat aes ons ves , 
Basirhat re om 6" 12,p, { Per Fupee 
Diamond Harbour 12} 


Nadia.—Rainfall at Sadar -48, Kushtia ‘01, Meherpur "02. Standing crops in good con- 
dition, Sugarcane pressing going on. Lands being prepared for aus. Common rice selling 
from 11 to 14 seers per rupee. Fodder and water suflicient, Sporadio cases of cattle-pox 
in Sadar subdivision. 

Murshidabad.—Rainfall at Sadar -06, J: angipur *38, Kandi ‘06. Weather seasonable. 

of rabi crops, mulberry and indigo are favourable. Pressing of sugarcane 
commenced. Fodder sufficient. No cattle-disease reported. Common rico sells as 
follows :— : 


Sadar ove wes wee +. 18 seers per rupee. 
Jangipur ooo soe eee eee 14? ” ” 
Kandi eve te ve 10} ” ” 


Jessore.— Weather more or less cloudy and damp. Rainfall at Jhenida +04, Magura +03, 
Bangaon *08, Narail 01. Harvesting of winter crops still continues. Outturn seems to be 
good. Ploughing for aus paddy going on. No cattle-diseaso reported. Fodder and’ 
water sufficient. Common rico sells as follows :— 


Srs. 
Jessore ae wee eee -. 12tol4 
gm eas oss re «» 12 to 12} 
agura esi ede a «oo a2t0 18 > per rupee. 
Narail ) ah au ee 18-5} ch. - 
Bangaon see ‘ » 12tol4 


roan neces at cero erie Sete seasonable; often cloudy. com of 
aman over, Transplantation of boro oing on. Prospects of rabi cro ‘ood. ater 
and fodder available, Common rice Pils catdion — i g cies 


Srs, 
ace see ave ov 14 to 17 


Dagerbat 
a. er a eee wee "ae erry 13 Tu 
Satkhire + one vee ve. 14} ays chin 


Rajshahi.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘08, Nator 1:07, Naugaon ‘23, Prospects of standi 


crops good. Lands being meored for early sowings. No cattle-diseaso, Fodder and water: 


plentiful, Common rive sells from 11 to 15 seers per rupee, 


Dinajpur.—Average rainfall -75. Weather cold and cloudy. ‘Condition of rabi 
good, Land being prepared for jute and dhadoi, No cattle-diseaso, Fodder end et 
ample. Price of common rice 14 seers per rupee. 


i —Rainfall 1:17. Weather cold and cloudy. Prospects of eager crops — 


Jal 
od. Lands being prepared for dhadoi paddy. Foddox 
8 sells from 18 to 15 seers per rupee. oti and water sufficient. 


Darjeeling.—Rainfall at Darjeeling 1:06, Kurseon 1:46, Siliguri 1:03. Hills— 
and ‘or: being harvested; potatocs being sown; whut and ioadley hare 5 esol 


ve mange being threshed; Potatoes being harvested ; pros good. Coarse rive 


ar te tee ove Re ae 11 seers per rupee. . 
Biuéia sells from 20 to 30 seers per rupoe. ee. hw 





—, Bogra.—Rainfall at Bogra 47, Sherpur «12, Panchbibi 1°30, Oilseeds being gathered, 
Lands are. being oultivated for jute. Sugarcane bein, pressed. Fodder and water lle. 
- Common rive se from 11} to 14} seers per rupee. 7A ue ee 


Pabna.—Rainfall at Sadar -02, Sirajganj ‘04. Weather seasonablo. Prospects af 
leo Tampppapieg be good. Qommon rice sells from 10 to 12 seers per rupee. Fodder 


cient, 


A Dacca.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable. Rabi crops thriving. Mustard being 
gathered. Fodder available. No cattlo-diseaso, Common rice sells at 12 seers per rupee. 


Mymensingh.—Rainfall at Sadar -02, Tangail -46, Kishorganj ‘10, Jamalpur 1:82, 
‘Weather seasonable. ‘Pransplantation of boro nearly completed. Prospects of stan g crops 
good. Common rice selllng at 10 to 11 seers per rupee. 


Faridpur.—No rain, Weather seasonable. Prospects of crops good. Rice sells from 
11 to 18 seers per rupee. 


Backergunge.—Rainfall nil. Weather overcast. Prospects of crops good. Common 
Tice sells from 9 to 13 seers per rupee, ; 

Tippera.—No rain. Weather unsettled. Preliminary hing for paddy and jute 
Progressing iA pig Standing crops doing well. Fue es water sufficient. Brice 
of rice 10 to 1 seers per rupee. 


Noakhali.—Rainfall nil, Prospects of rabi crops good, No cattle-disease, Fodde 
and water available. Price of common rice 12 to 15 seers per rupee. : 


Chittagong.—No rain, Weather warm and occasionally cloudy. Rain wanted for 
spring crops. Water still brackish in the Wave-swept area. Fodder suificient. Rice selling 
at 13 Seers per rupee on an average, 


Patna.—Rainfall at Sadar -87, Barh ‘60, Bihar 1:22, Dinapore ‘72, Bikram 1-11, 
Hilsa 15. Prospects of standing crops good. Rain will wash all insects from the crops 
which may suffer by cloudy weather Bright weather very much wanted. Prices almost 
stationary. In Patna common rice (new) selling at 15 seers per rupee. Fodder and water 
for cattle sufficient. 


Gaya.—Rainfall at Sadar 1:29, Nawada 1:08, Jahanabad 1:38, Aurangabad 1°10, 
Prospects of rubi crops good. Common Tice sells at 14 seers per rupee, 


Shahabad.—Rainfall at Sadar 1°64, Bhabua 1:16, Buxar 179. Tho rainfall of the 
week has benefited the rabi exoopt matar. Sugarcane pressing going on. Fodder and water 
sufficient. Prices statio: e 


Saran.— Rainfall at Chapra -65, Siwan ‘60, Gopalganj -29. Weather cloudy with rain 
atthe beginnin and end of week. Rabi crops good, poppy leaf outturn slightly damaged by 
recent rain. Hail in parts of Gopalganj has injured the radi crops. Fodder and water 
sufficient. Price of common rice 14:11 seers and of makai 19°14 seers per rupee, against 
9 seers and 9°14 seers last year. 


Champaran.—Rain at Motihari ‘74) and Bettiah (-22) on the whole beneficial, Crop 
prospects generally very good. Dry odder scarce where October floods Occurred. Prices 
generally stationary, Common rice and maize sell at 14} and 22 seers per rupee, respectively, 
against average of 15$ and 21 seers. 


M Rainfall at Sadar +22, Prospects continue to be good. Prices. are— 
ES Uhsggeee seors, wheat 11 seers, barley 20 seers, makai 21 ies gram 9} seers, 
rahar 11 and 12 seers, and marua 25 seers per rupee. 


Darbhanga.— Rainfall at Sadar ‘08, Somastipur ‘21, Madhubani +11, Standi 
crops good. ain caused some damage to rahar, peas and tobacco at Somastipur, but di 
good to oat and barley. Fodder and water suflicient. Price of common rico stationary, 


Monghyr.—Rainfall at Sadar -78, Begusarai -57, Jamui 73. Weather cool and cloudy. 
prospects good. The recent rain has slightly da the radi crops, which are in 
ill i the backward and stunted Poppy: No cattle-disease. Gommon ice 


ik ese s+ 13 to 16 seers per rupee. 
see! ona ase 14} ,, ; 
toe Me sb l4told ,, # 





whens: 


ga EE ET good Ne 
Sadar iow <ée eae eet aD ‘| 


ae ee ee 
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_ Purnea,—Rainfall at Sadar “1, Kishanganj -47, Araria ‘1. Weather. soasonable. _ 
Soepens ot standing radi crops good, Harvesting of mustard and tobaceg in progress. 


pox in Araria subdivision. Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice as 
Sader... re ob te 15 seers per rupes. 4 
Kishanganj sae a? ove LaMar ctayh $4 ae | 
Araria... A ive ase 1B. ape ings 


: ad . J jg Te “ 

Malda,—Rainfall at Sadar 1:06, Chanchal ‘88, Shibganj *80, Gajol °30. Standir i 
crops continue to promise well. Coarse rice selling at 13 seers per rupee. 

Sonthal Parganas.—Weather seasonable. Slight rain in all subdivisions, 
of rabi generally good. Prices are—common rice 13} to 18 seers (average 15} seors), maize 
16} to 22% seers (average 1 seers 11 chittacks), Fodder and water sufficient. 

Cuttack.—Rainfall at Jajpur ‘24, Banki ‘05. Weather cloudy. Guru sarad being 
harvested. Dalua being transplanted. abi crops being threshed. Condition of cattle 
generally good. Fodder sufficient. Common rice sells as follows :— 


Srs. ch. 
Cuttack = si wo 1512 
ajpur ‘ee ee ate av 
Teeddapeact ie a ose ao: 188 Pee 
Banki soo . Pramas (hi 


Balasore.—No rain'at Sadar. Ploughing has commenced. Harvesting of sarad and 
rabi orops continues. Sugareane being pressed. Dalua and cotton crops growing well. 
Rain in Bhadrak was beneficial to standing crops. Price of rice varies from 8 ts 19 seers 
per rupee in the interior. Rive sells at 15 and 18 seers per rupee at Balasore and Bhadrak 
respoctively. Fodder and water sufficient. 

Angul.—Rainfall at Sadar 48. Weather cloudy. Rice sells at An 24 seers” 
and Khondmals 15 seers per rupee. . “ ‘ 

Puri.—A slight shower of rain in parts of the district. Sarad all out. Sowing’ of 
summer rice and moong almost completed. Mustard, ‘hud/hi and arhar being harvested. 

Prospects of Ahesari and other rabi crops good. Price of common rice almost statioinary, 

Hazaribagh.—Rainfall at Sadar °87, Gindi :48. Prospects of standi i 
favourable. ice selling from 12 to 16 seers per rupee: i peas 0 
_Lohardaga.—Roeinfall “62, State of standing crops good. Ploughi 
Rice sells at Ranchi 12 seers per rupee, and in the Serer trom 12 to M0 tine Oe 
disease continues. . Fodder and water sufficient. Grain in stock sufficienti' ers 

Palamau.—Rainfall 1:42, Weather cloudy. Prospects ; Rico” 

ltsecsoe nee y. Prospects of rabi favourable. ‘Rive 

Manbhum.—Rainfall at Sadar 82, Gobindpur -22. Weath eti 
cloudy. st pa of crops on the ground ae Cattle-disease. rare oy tha 
Purulia and Manbazar. ‘odder and water sutticient. Avera price of common rice at 
Sadar 16 seors, and at Gobindpur 15 seers per rupeo. Supply suflicient, 


Singhbhum.—Rainfall 1:27. Rive plentiful. Price’ 14 to-16 secers per rupee. 


General Summary.—Thero was rain over the greater the | ince during 
week. ‘The rain has benefited the rabi crops es hy a ix rae toe Jud 
Monghyr the crops in flower are reported to have been slightly dam Prompecte of the 
Poppy crop are favourable, In Monghyr the late-sown poppy plants have improved. Boro 
or spring rico is transplanted and doing well. Plo going on in several 
of Bengal Proper. stare 1, potatoes, and other early abl tte are still being gathered and : 
the pressing of sugarcane is in progress. Thero-has been no marked change in prices for some” 

one ine No cattle-disease. is pote except from places in Bankura, Nadia, Purnea, 
and Manbhum. The fodder-supply is generally eufisient except at Kurigramin® 
Rangpur and in the flooded tracts of Champaran, get > tt 
pe By order of the Licutenant-Governor of Bengal, Py 


| Revence Derantaent, M.FINUCANE, 
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The mean pressure of the seven days _.,, oes see toe 29°945 
The average pressure of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor- 
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| SUMMARY OF THE METEOROLOGICAL AND RAINFALL OBSERVATIONS _ 
TAKEN IN BENGAL, AND OF THE METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS 
TAKEN IN ASSAM, FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARY 1898. 


In ordin years the unsettled weather accom anying the withdrawal of the monsoon 
is too far south by the middle of December to be of any importance in the discussion of 
‘weather conditions in Bengal or the north of the Bay. It will be remembered that 
during the past year the seasonal change was later than usual and that a cyclonic storni 
advanced northwards and broke up over the north of the Bay before reaching the land 
towards the end of December. 
Similarly disturbances have beeen later than usual in making their appearance from 
the west. Usually several cross Bengal during January, but in the month just past only one 
cold weather disturbance occurred, aud that close to the end of the month, the depression 
was of some depth, and it caused general, and in parts heavy, rain over the whole of 
Bengal Proper and a considerable portion of Bihar. In Orissa no rain fell throughout the 
month, and in Chota Nagpur only a few light scattered showers. 

During the first three weeks fine settled weather prevailed, generally with light north- 
westerly winds and temperature below the normal. 

After a brisk rise of pressure in the north-west of the province on the Ist, the distribution 
was more uviform than usual, not only in the land area, but also over the Bay. The differ- 
ence from the normal varied from excess of ‘05 inch in the extreme south-west of the 
Bay to defect of +07 inch in the north of Bengal and Bihar. The highest readings were 
in Chota Nagpur and the light winds were in consequence less northerly than usual. Tem- 

*perature was practically normal. There was very little change till the 6th except in tem- 
perature, which fell about 2° over Lower Bengal. During these early days prossure oscillated 
slowly, but on the 6th a brisk rise set in from the west, and the gradient became consider- 
ably steeper. Tho westerly winds strengthened, and a fall of temperature followed almost 
immediately, The rise of pressure was only temporary asa slow fall prevailed on the 7th, 
but it was renewed on the 8th and continued till the 10th, when there was a large excess 
in Bihar. Excess varied from ‘17 inch in the west of Bihar to ‘01 inch in the extreme south 
of the Bay. These high and almost steadily increasing pressures were accompanied by cold 
woather conditions of a well marked kind. Steady dr north-westerly winds above the usual 
strength blew from day to day; the sky was almost cloudless, and mean temperature was 
below the normal by varying amounts up to 7°, the larger differences being in the south- 
western districts. 

The rise ceased on the 10th, but it was not till the 14th that the pressure distribution 
became normal, and on the 15th there was a moderate defect. Temperature then be: 
to rise rather rapidly. On the latter date there was still a uniform defect of about 3 in 
nicl Proper and Orissa though in the west of Bihar and Vhota Nagpur there was a 
small excess. . 

During the third week and the early part of the fourth oscillatory changes occurred 
very similar to those just described. Pressure rose until there was a considerable excess over 
the north of the province on the 19th, after which it fell briskly, remaining about normal 
from the 22nd to the 24th. As before temperature fell most in the south-western districts, 
when pressure was highest in the north, and the defect gradually disappeared as the pressure 
distribution became more normal. 

Up to this time the atmospheric changes had been of the oscillatory character usual in 
fine settled weather, but the variations from the normal were somewhat greater than usual, 


especially in temperature. About the 25th the first signs of the approachi disturba: 
aieezed. A brisk fall of pressure was general over the province, Md a al een ah 


temperature was reported from the west of Bihar, the greatest excess being 8°5 at Dehri. 
Winds were becoming easterly and clond was increasing. These changes continued on 
the 26th, when a shallow depression was shown over the western districts with a eyclonia 
wind circulation. The greatest defect in pressure was only ‘linch, but the wave of high 
temperature advancing eastward had reached the central districts, and a few light scattered 
showers were reported from Bihar. The shallow depression filled up very quickly duri 
the following twenty-four hours, during which there was unsettled weather wi 
thunderstorms and rain in all parts of the province except Orissa and Chota Nagpur. At 
8 a.m. on the “27th it had almost disappeared. The pressure distribution was normal or 
above except in Kast Bengal, where there was still high temperature. The rapid rise con- 
pete _ and fine weather became extablished. 

ly a few stations in Bengal Proper received no rain on the 27th, and in man 
the falls were heavy, not unfrequently over 1 inch. A few stations received more than ® and 
Faridpur more than 3 inches. Light showers fell in parts of North and East Bengal onthe 
28th. The change of temperature was about 10° after the depression had passed, but owing 
to the previous ss, ara mean temperature fell very little below the normal. 

_ During the two days of the month préssure fell briskly and temperature was 
rising, but these changes wore of no importance, as they were merely the after-effects of the 
eee of the previous days, Baye 

Pressure on an ay for the whole month was practically normal over a great 
_ pf the provinces. In East Bengal there was 9 Yery alight defax and elsewhere a al 


. 
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recovery on the 27th, which continued till 


the 29th, when there was a large excess. Owing to the fall on the last two days the month 


closed with a distribution nearly normal. 





Temperature was low during the greater part of the month, but in the fourth week there 


was a large excess for some days before the disturbed weather on the 


27th. Owing 


to this large excess, which was at times as much as 10°, the means for the month do not differ 
much from the normal. Mean maximum values were about 1° below the normal in Bengal 


_ Proper and Orissa and about 1° above in Bihar and Ohota Nagpur. 


Tn mean night temperatures there was defect almost everywhere, increasing from north- 
east to south-west. In Lower Bengal and Bihar defect was from 1° to 2° and in Orissa it 


was 4 


where, by about 1° in Lower Bengal and Chota N. r and 2° in Orissa. 


“The mean temperature was normal in Bihar, North Bengal and Assam and below elso- 


Kainfatl—Bengal Proper on an. average received rain in excess of the normal, while in 
Bihar, Orissa and Chota Megper there was a large deficiency. In the last two divisions 
n 


practically no rain fell, and in Bihar, where showers were fairly general on the 


27th, only 25 


inch was received instead of ‘66, the normal amount. The average fall in South-West and 


North Bengal was above the normal by about a tenth of an inch and in Kast 
‘78 inch, the normal being 44 inch. 


Bengal it was 


A few light showers fell in the western districts on the 26th and in the east on the 28th. 


* With these exceptions the whole of the rainfall of the month occurred on the 


27th It was 


general in Bengal and a considerable portion of Bihar, but being due to thunderstorms was 


variable in amount. Full details are given in the accompanying rainfall tables, 


‘the following table thew the summary of the sear eaesaee and rainfall data of each of 


the seven meteorological divisions of the Province for t 


e month of January 1898 :— 


eae 


















































TEMPERATURE. RAINPALL, 
ror 4 Binoe 16th 
&/ 68 Syprente fox, 5 3 Of month, Rainy days. October 
eli an 1807. 
6 —— oy | 
Marronozoatcat Pa: ? j F HT = /8 
DIP BtONe, s s sf i“ 5 
% sis is | of é F3 
j s/s H £ 'd 
2/219 13 ; P] ge Hla] 4]é 
¥/7 (By a i 2 |¢ i § H i g i 
£] & |*5l-5 ae | E i 
EE lets st] Be PELE] ERR) EEE 
South-West Bengal... oe oe | 90°S | 43° | 77-7 wi | O52 | 12 | 0°48 | 0°40!) 40°08 | 0°77 | 0°82) —0-05) 8'68| 2°97 
North kenga! ... oe on «| 81'S | 41°56 | 748 | 50°7 | O88 | 40°2 | O50 | 0°47 +0°09 | 1'07 | 0°93 | 40°14) B16] o-96 
Eas +, ” a on + | 83°6*) 45°0*, 76°0*| 52°0", G4'5*| —O'G*) 0°78) 0°44 +0°S4 | 1°02 | 0°80) +: #30) 425 
Biher - one ~ on +» | 85°3 | 40°O | 746 | 49°5 | 621 0 0°25 | 0°66 | —0°41 | 0°48 | 1°73/—0'G8! S14 1°00 
Orissa - Py ove ae ow | 914 | 46°4 | 79°6 | 67°5 | O86 | —2°S3) Nil | o'35 —0°35 | 0°00; 0°61 ral 634) 5°46 
Chote Nagpur, as | BFBH MONE) TORY] 4O1F) @BSt) —2°0F) o-1) 0:55] —o'56| 0-09 | 125) —1°06 9°87! o2 
~ a we ae 747 | bore | exe] —01 | 
* Dato ot included, 
+ Lunglot mit lesen 
Mereonrotocicat Orrice, Benaat, QO. Lirriz, 
The 15th February 1898. Meteorological Reporter to the Gort, of Bengai, 















° : Inches ak % 

Gh 71's | soz | 163 634 | 706 | 638 “674 674 90. 

GS Tee 740 | Bi°0 8] 141 | 669 | 701 | 67-4 1637 65°9 86. 
i 8th 720] S10 | ist | 629 | 716 | 646 516 59-9 67 
“loth lL. | 4, 060] 722 | 825°] 206 | 619 | 74 | 63% “162 667 |} 87 
oe | 10th » 067 m9 84 23:0 | 604 736 646) 490 58-4 69 
w. Lith ae] 9) 04 | 700 | 76-0 21-639 | 66 | G82, 586 69. 
“Van "") Yogea | 732 | 834] 205 | e29 | 746 | 622 395 624 45 





Sis) Se ey 
Foren : 
4,9 43-444 hed 
= Ke | 2 e, 
a 184 bet | 8) BR es 
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The mean 10 a.m, pressure of the seven days. ere «. 80°027 

‘The moan temperature of the soven days a on6 ae Oe 

The exureme variation of temperature ove toe 280 

‘Tue uinxiraam temperature <x i ia at 8i4 

/ 

The mean 10 a.m. relative humidity of the seven days ses ee 68 
od Inches. 
F The total fall cf rain from 6th to 12th February 1898 ses NGL 

Tho daily mean temperatures are the erude means of maxoum and minnoum tomperatare: 

“ Mervowononieas. Ovricu, Benaat, Q. Lrrrix, 


The 1hth February 18° 8. 


Meteoralogioul Reporter /a the Govt, of Bengar 













___ IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT,.BENGAL, = * 
chien, Herons aleeing To fe on Qunals in Bengal classed as Major Works for the month — 
1897, as sta with that of the corresponding month of the previous year. 


Toruace, 1897-98. _ 


& 
a 








| Tonzacr, 1896-97, 








Canats. 4 = Pee. 
During the | Toendofthe | During the | To end of the 
month. month. month. month. 














Rs. a. Pp. Re a. P 


Orissa Circle. Rs. a. vr. | Re a. P. 
Taldanda Canal System} 1,244 14 4 9,688 10 4 715 710] 18,820 0 2 
Kendrapara ditto 10,204 7 6] 86,209 11 8 9,096 5 2] 80,285 1 10 
High Level Canal, Rangel] 2,393 0 0| 12,970 9 8 1,489 7 9] 12,627 4 6 
Ditto, » J 3875 0 6 1,918 9 0 240 2 0 2,214 12 9 
Ditto, eet | 142 9 0} 499 0 9 74 3 8 587 4 8 
Jajpur Canal oes 16616 213 14 6 1664 6 200 14 9 








Total Orissa Circle ...} 14,376 0 10 /1,11,500 7 6} 11,581 14 6 |1,14,685 6 3 








South-Western Circle. 
; Midnapore Canal . | 10,174 4 3] 97,859 2 8] 11,695 11 0 1,15,889 14 9 
Hijili Tidal Canal ; 8,048 12 6] 70,408 0 6 3,279 0 8] 71,957 12 8 








Total South- Wester 
Circle... . | 13,223 0 9 |1,68,267 2 9] 14,97411 8 1,87,847 11 0 











_—— 


Sone Circle. 











Patna Canal System .../ 1,422 6 0} 16,834 7 0] 1,422 4 0] 15,345 18 6 
Arrah ditto ve} 1468 6 6 | 22,525.12 6] 2,877 14 9] 17,859 14 6 
Buxar _ ditto ese 625 8 3] 6,681 5 0 681 0 6] 7,034 1 0 

Total Sone Circle ...| 3,515 14 9 | 46,041 8 6] 4,981 8 8 40,239 13 0 


— —— ES 


Granp Tora, .../ 31,115 0 4 3,25,809 2 9| 81,537 13 0 [8,42,772 14 8 














Government Transport Service. 
eee se ls _ : Pane 


TOLLAGE, 1897-98, | TOLLAGR, 1896-97, 




















During the month, | To end of the month. | During the month. | To end of the month, 





Orissa Circle, | No, |Mds.| Rs, a. Pr, | No. | Mds, 
High Level ...|_ 3,740 | 124] 2,758 8 3| 44,070 | 5,525 | 88,028 4 8/3,800| 987] 3,121 0 6] 29,007] 4,573 |o4901 14 9 





Circle... | 3749] 126] 2,758 8 8} 44,070} 5,925 | 3,028 4 3/8,800| 987] 3,121 0 6| 29,007] 4,573 |24,001 24 2 


Assessed Tollage Receipts. 















Earninas, 1897-98. Earninos, 1896-97. 





































rire Duringthe | Toend ofthe | During the | To end of the 
" month. month. month. month, 
1s 2 | 3 | 4 | 5 
Bs. A. 2. Rs. a. P. jo ae Ve Rs. a ® 
i «. | 17,184 9 1 {1,44,528 11 9] 14,702 15 939,677 4 5 
Canal .. | 10,174 4 8] 97,859 2 3] 11,695 11 15,889 14 9 
ijili Tidal Canal cs 8,048 12 6) 70,408 0 6 71,957 12 3° 
8,515 14 9} 46,041 8 6 40,289 18 0 














bon Works and Naw 
f atement showing Toll SPiats in Bengal’ ciated os Bae 
Sor he month of Dabiibar 100 as compared with se of the corresponding ‘month of. 


the previous year. 





TorxaaE, 1897-98. | ToxtacE, 1896-97. 








OaNats. Daiine the 


To end of the me’ 


month. 


To end of the 


During the ecu: 


month. 














Re. a. PB 


9 
0 
86,1382 5 9 


63,924 7 6 






45,540 3 6 (2,67,198 18 3] 43,508 6 0 








Nadia Rivers oo 
Granp Tora 
Oaucurta, T. H. Crowzs, 
The 15th February 1898. Under-Secy. to the Govt, of Bengat. 





CIRCULAR AND EASTERN OANALS, 
~etiggemaaad Return of Traffic for the week ending Saturday, the 12th February 1898, 






















aa a8 compared with the corresponding week of the previous year. 
=NaaaeseeSeeoeoaoah]Ih™]i7(yueEumn_™_LDB]Ehay~aL~L~nDD~L~LLDDpDBQE=SHWHHHHH™WD—————————————————— 
WRK RNDING SATURDAY, THE WEEK ENDING SATURDAY, THK 
27H FEBRUARY,1898, 13TH PeBRUARY 1897, 
5 ‘Nature oF Oarco, 
4 Humber of wale of Tollage. Number of sal de Tollage. 
' 

Mds. { Rs. No. Mas. Rs. 
and pada: ons 2,99,460 4,810 779 | 2,32,288 497 
— 3 z 1126875 | 1/947 2} 41,926 898 
pay 62,400 792 78 |, 73,976 3,066 

Other articles a 2,20,486 8,264 168 2,32,174 3,637 






40,818 | 1,737 | 580,987 | 9,698. 





6,99,120 
















5, ea ge os 


Goal & Coke carried for the public and foreign 


2. Ditto, oo tie 
3 —Eui tae 
shi fa i 
a toxi tg "other than it 
= int oa Of 
7 opium 


2 


Dy oid Tou 


1.—Indigo ... 
—) bol was 





A—' #0) ype” ee 
ABmAnilinedyes .., 
MID wis Si esse 


DO - av 


S—Bplrite ., east ane 


1 unwrought oe 
psi aaitto Hn ee ke 
r, wroug! tee ne oe 
4—Brase, ditto oe ane 
eASON akan teste 


6.—Others .. 
7.—Zinc & spelter ote 





Oils— 
le-Kerosine wes 





at 
4—Others,, 


et Ce ee ee 
—Rape mustard w 44, ow 
ik or Pan on* eee 


me” Ss S oy 
eet 
ad 


o oo ae ae 


ieoer sn Paes 










Atone and lime .., 





1.—Refined Pr er er 
B—Unrofimed ee eee 


Tea— 


511,710 








1 dig | tome “abe seein shay aw as ‘a pa 
qoute * rome eye ‘4,977 2,147 * 
Mor saat at moO] aenieer 22,080 5,480 
See toes tee eee 43,400 97,157 1,019 
Wool, raw tet tee 3,087 coe, : 
. Wool, manufactured— 
ced, Buropesn wn 
S—Shawle we we 











for rail ae 8,758,769 64,308 | _9,14,635 ny 
rmaveriols oon 17,784,016 16,835,018 a 
” “e ~ owe 

+ | 1,90,28,072 41,60,479 | 15,690,465 oe 








O. W. Ciarke, Assistant Auditor. 
’rarric Aupir Orricr, Goons Division, Jamaupur, the Sih February 1898. 








L STATE B RAILWAY. 


1 Commodities carried over the Eastern Bengal State Railway 
November 1897, a as oomparea wuh. wh. the same month of the previous y 







during the month of 
ear. 








Increase. | Peoreuse, 
ono Up. | Down, » Up. | Down. 1897, | 1896, 
i 
! 
Tons, Tons, Tons, Tons, Tons. 
on) and carried for the Public and 5,751 14,809 15,893 1,066 eins 
sis praia 96 203 237 
Cotton, raw ete ate soeene rT 
Shops peti 
Pagnd = ga al “in Ss ee “rs ae 
oe. » Beem ul "se ) Mt] ox iH 
Chemicals— 
a erlaceing, other thes opium ak. 3 b 4 pees 
Non-intoxicating— p 
on ae tay Of Se] te] | nd oe 
bid ber rine she r pivie ned) nil 63 36 63 yoo a7 
Meratomn Sai pie Tee Pree ete wea Ie ote pa | eg Sark ghee 
Sees ee em ioe es ise 347 29 BB ao 
rk Sap eer sd aang |) so) el) ed Soe 
ari a ihe ie asd ws a ant 
‘in the husk es F , 
Bee not In tha hu ee 376 4,766 7,086 4,780 
apres aed. ae te nt pete LY Same ais “ser ian “yi55 
Others “7 . ee ee 8 267 104 eaten 
m1 380 631 lees 
7 4 7 enneet 8 
00,837 0,299 80,538 | sessee 
oT 2,398 pecs 1,701 
ovis 43 6 37 Soave 
39 a ene a2 
45 41 ‘4 oveeee 
3 3 ste smnees 
St 62 2 aeneee 
sy mm “ ~~ 
veined lb eavese 
190 166 a eroee 
1,612 1,547 6S me 
100 170 ener 
11,983 8,713 3,270 my 
7 15 ‘ites, 8 
eenvse 82 4 37 au 
319 Poe 96 
430 21 
1,006 no 
161 Cty 
wate ou 
“ng 35 
6 1 
23 csnen 
09 33 
4 a 
2,046 om 
























u smteee 
18 




















» - ” ~” ~ ” ” “ee; re a ‘ 
Ey pes ode a loo iio stan 
Ms Se Aes 008 nee De sme 
fv fal naictiines ins, Sons Bs ay 
i Pa ee Sa 140 
* ee ed “0 one, 4 
Btoneandlimo” =e as 
é er crined or crystallized, including sugar- 555 re 
| wanenvea viz, molasses and or 1,082 aid 
ag spuntnad clas suociartas protease tai 
a pe 
yee 
J. Patcu, 
Oaxcurra, tho 7th February 1888. for Examiner of Accounts, 
f 
Vu 
eA 





% 
EAST INDIAN RAILWAY. 4 
Approwimate Return oS Trafic For week ended Sth February 1898 on 1,702'46 miles open. Ms 












Coackine TRarric, | MmCHANDISx AND Mux 
Fic. 
ar aire ie 


Number of Coach Weight 
pemengere, peepee Rabe Receipts, 













Other earnings: Total 
(estimated), earnings, 








traffic for the week 300,132* 








Re, a. P. Mp Ri a. P Rs. 
; 341,098 9" U5) g4,ogibe7 i sifte is") 21,830 0 0 | 12,80,986 8 0 95.919 163,507 
0 per no alas tee 20011 3 bw) 8 1213 2 72210 5) 
For previous4} weeks of hall-| 1,428,690 16,11,475 9 0) 1,71,06,129 10 | 33,06,733 6 U 89,858 0 0 | 60,08,06815 | 401,551 
oo, ——} —____| 0% | 41,7888 8 On| aS |__| —__ — 
Total for 5} weeks os 1,735.058 | 19,53,192 2 0 2,15,00,636 20 | 41,73,508 6 0 1,11,686 0 0! 62,35,851 7 0 497,470 805,908 | 1,398,378 
a a an nnn OO | 688,851 7 Of 407,470 ——|/ 
Oomrantson, 


corresponding week 
ose aha 7 393,3398 | 4,387,766 15 3 87,08,813 10 7,908,486 2 9 22,235 6 8 12,58,488 8 1 28,933 151,317 | 259,250 
padiie of railway correspond. Pe 
et ec expend ij eoeees 287 2 8 cor 409 1 2 w1o0 737 610 awe, 
woeks of previous y sid a 1,643,082 | 17,602,057 12 11 
ee ee 


seneee anaes 





2,12,14,123 10 | 43,75,908 10 8s 1,07,081 7 2] 62,45,037 16 | 490,037 782,023 | 1,272,080 4 


= 7 Une ee 
* The decreuse is ia outward trafic, principally from stations ia Allahabad district, 























. m TARKESSUR BRANCH RAILWAY, 
Approrimate Return oS Traffic for week endel 5th February 1898 on 99°23 miles open, j 
wa 
= = oo = 
| Coacnine TRavric, Mmnoxampiss axp Mimman mn TRAPPIC TRAIN-MILES RUK, ¥ 
it er earnings 
—————— ens —— — (estimated). "| Total earnings, $$ yf 
i a 



















Coaching. “| Total, 








Re. a, p. Mps, 8. Rs. a. Pp Re. a. P Rs, a. pr. 
24,370 6414 14 0 18,1¢8 0 m7 6 0 900 7181 3 0 1,106° 126 1,233 
rom 238 9 1 3113 1 o6 6 #2112 8 “ anttse oneees 80M 
98,747 24,082 10 0 ‘89,503 10 2,059 lt 0 4200) 2674) 8 y 4,457 51S 4,973 
a |e cere | | es 
118,117 30,487 8 0 1,07,731 10 $363 3 0 ol 00 33,871 11 0 5,563 C41 6,206 
| | 


A es [ee eee -_—— = 








436] 56m 11 15,291 10 4 . , yr 
ne Fee 2, 6 11 1 032 14 0 296) 616 95] 1,082 106 per | 
of previous year aj} oo 249 13 0 a4 876 o1in 765]... es > ne 
si sorrenpondng =| 113,295 | e700 a3 g 8.21889] s16 1 0 273] 2.45615 5] B70 408 tm 

. DELHI-UMBALLA-KALKA RAILWAY, 


Approximate Return of Traffic for week ended 5th Ke! 


ruary 1898 on 160'47 miles open, 








es 
MERCHANDISE AND Minera, 
Coacnine Trargre, ‘TRavric. 





TRAPPIC TRAIN-MILES RUM, , 




















—————$—______ Total earnings, | ————____ 
retain cman | Merchan- | ‘total, 
Rs. a. Pp. Mos. s, Rs. a. P, Rs, 4, P. Ra a, P, | 
allo tor the oa , 1473 5 0 1,982,741 10 325 8 0 70 0 0} 37,008 8 0 8,332 3,970 12,308 
‘nile of railways, * ae iy 110 0 eure, ert} 20 070 BL 3 0 saaees me 
Previous 4} weeks ot half. 178,073 1,381,107 20 341,226 10] 51,980 13 0 3130 0} 1,854 15 0 17,333 2a 
——— — 7a ee reer takai (a _——, 
Total for 5} wocks  ., 194,877 | 1,465,810 7 0 4,738,907 29 | 74,306 0 0 83 0 0} 220,400 7 0 42,220 21,903 63,523 ‘ 
Companisow, ; 
tor Sorresponding wook ¢ 
Lira, aetna 17,302 | 18,056 8 10 98,151 0] 98 7 0 9 6] 22,90 9 6.505 
ot previous oa kane 81 510 onene 6 38 O43 MB 6) ie 
retaarreei 


your ” 82,8924 | 61213 5 8 3,95,495 9} 49,303 19 0 31714 9} 1,10,805 0 5 34,008 





& 
- 
x 
= 









EASTERN BENGAL STATE RAILWAY. ; 
(Ixctuprne N, B., Dacca, K--D., anp Assam-Benar Sxcriovs.) ee 


» Approximate Return of Traffic and Mileage Sor the week ended 5th February 1898 on 817 miles open. 






























Mancnanpise AND MINBRAL 
Ooacnine TRavric. ‘TRAPFIC. Other earnings Total 











aT) aD a (inakading earuingn. 
Number of | Coach’ Weight : 
passengers, saosin carried, | Receipts, 
Ra, 4. PB. Mps. 8 Rs, A. P. Bs. a. P. Rs, a. P. 
; 7 0 0 | 1,77,650 0 9,900 0 0| 2,883,779 0 0 
ot pleas is sae 7} 1019 8 H barat 0 27 0 H 100 34 0 0 
) & wooks of halt-) sons | 42.290 0 0| 0,947 0| 7,72,000 0 0 | 68,88) 0 0) 18,0610 0 0 


Total for weoke ...|1.025,600 | 5,09,980 0 0| 48,00,210 0 940,710 0 0| 78,800 0 0 (157,80 0 0 


: ‘Oomrantsox, 








1,16,216 0 0 7,25,744 0 | 1,00,651 0 0| 6,820 0 0} 2,889,685 0 0 
143 0 0 ann 0 123 0 0 100 27 0 0 
5,70,013 0 0|  42,27,873 0| 625,166 0 0} 71,521 0 0 | 18,79,000 00 











* Excluding steamer earnings. 


























DACCA STATE RAILWAY. ag 
Approgimate Return of Traffic and Mileage for the week ended 5th February 1898 on 86 miles open. 
Coacmine TRAPEIC. Muxncraxpiee axp MinzRaL maazero Taatwatiine nus, 
kaa) | Other Total 
wae Receipts, Coaching, <n ‘Total, 
Mops, 8. Rs, a. P. Ra. a.? Ra, AP. 

traffic for the week . 23, 42,260 0| 4,170 0 0 560 0 0) 12,910 0 0 2,648 a574 | 56 

mie of wang ‘401 0 #00 700 160 0 0 sa pe J 

os 239,450 0 25,460 0 0 830 0 0 


231,710 0 29,630 0 0 1,800 0 0 








21,532 6,457 0 0 4,808 0 2,58 0 0 550 0 
250 7% 0 0 288 0 3 0 0 100 
118,745 33,724 0 0 138,599 0 1,067 0 0 884 0 0 





BENGAL CRNTRAL RAILWAY COMPANY, LIMITED. i 
Approgimate Keturn uf Trafic and Mileage for the week ended Sth February 1898 on 125 miles open, — 








Coacuine Tuarrio, | MENCHAND ISR AND Minunat ‘TRAPPIC TRAIN-MILBS B 


Tait, | Receipta, 









Number of Coaching 
passengers. receipts, 








‘33,48 | 19009 0 0 mim 0] 440.0 0 0 0 0| a76W%0 0 
208 1 0 0 509 0 ry Ye 140 0 0 
e308 0 0| 496954 0] 29,000.00] 797 © 0] 90,7650 0 


pe ohare sae hea alae Wis 
OATS IE AS ae rte tees hiRanes ie Sae 
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ASSAM-BENGAL RAILWAY. 
Approximate J Return of set for the —_ ended 29th Panuary 1898 on » 296 miles open. 


——— 27 era | 


TRAPPIC TRAIN-MILES RUN! 






















MERCHANDISE AND MINERAL 
Coacnine Tnavric, TRAFFIC, “ 





















































Other earni , 
Number of Coaching Woieht Recei (co timated). een Merchan- 
passengers, Teceipts, carried. pts. Coaching. dise, Total, 
Bs, a. P. Mos. 6, Rs, a. P. Re. a. Pp, Rs. asp. 4 
theweek 23,706 | 16,461 0 0}  2,12,002 0] 8,099 0 0 996 0 0) 24,556 0 0| — 2,042 4857 7,499 
pict ral if siso 54°06 71°27 28°92 348 86°86 10°29 1823] Sheng j 
oo i 82,702 | 47,148 0 0} 628,755 0 27,488 0-0] 1,783 0 0| 76,418 0 0| 8818 | 13,00 | oyacr 
torhiwenks AC A i 
i ot 4 
«gr ahaa 20,070 | 12,411 0 0} —1,10,886 0 10,087 0 0! 1,868 0 0| 23,832 0 0| 4,308 310 | 19402 ow 
eta co'28 35°60 7's 27°94 379 + 49°86 22°64] 35°00” 
State oe =< 85,082 | 48,08 0 0] 693,981 0! 41,705 0 | 2,493 0 0| 92,206 0 en 17,082 | 80,008 | 47,690 
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FINANCIAL YEAR. . 
Approximate ndereaceand ¢¢ Gross as Reonipte of the pareadbacn: did Railway. 

















TOTAL RECEIPTS FROM eT 
APRIL 1886 TO S0rm 
JANUARY 1897, 








TOTAL RECEIPTS PROM 18T 
APRIL 1897 To 20TH 


OR hylgt ENDING 
7 JANUARY 1898, 


RECEKIPTS POR WERK ENDING 
S0rH JANUARY 1897, 















































- increase in | decreaso im 
¥ Per Per | Mean Per | Mea 
mile mie Receipts, milo mileeee Total receipts. mile mileage Total receipts, 
f worked, |w worked.) wor! worked |worked. 
Bs, Rs. Re. Rs, Rs, Rs. Rs, * 
24,556 85°86 30 23,882 67°39 286 8,03,867 aseeee 360 5,07,065 00 2,986,302 oo 1 








BENGAL AND NORTH-WESTERN RAILWAY, 


(Ivcrupxs Tienvur Stare Rarway.) ‘ . 
Approximate Return of fait Sor the week ending 29th Janwary 1898 on 827 mile 4 
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| Ooncuine Taayvic, | Manomanpisn an MiwgRat| | 
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“ WYIC. Other earn TRAFFIC TRAIN-MILES RUN, . 
oe ——$_$_______ (entimmated), /Tovaloarnings nena mean 
Wied Number of Weight i Merchan- 
i passengers. Receipts, carted, Receipts. steam-bout, | Coaching, dise, | Total, 
nde thin ag; Re. Mps, Ry, Rs, Rs. f 
week on iv 
8 Oe a 107,270 52,060 4,99,470 * 67,720 21,710 (a)1,41,490 18,704 | (0)28,994 42,008 
he of railway ar ai 171 62°95 6o3'909 81°89 26°25 17109 aes pane pera 
ps. Shaveeks of half. 845,109 1,01,840 14,81,700 | __1,78,890 53,670 8,03,840 00,919 69,320 | 190,289" 
~ Moral for 4} weeks . 652,430 430 2,153,900 19,41,230 oar? 45, 45,030 7,380 5,385,880 79,623 93,316 “772,937 
OolfFannox. 
‘corresponding period of 
ayes ear en 819 oe open 105,841 47,005 4,068,286 51,053 15,979 1,14,042 16,054 | (c)21,237 79m 
Ww: dl 
frakor broviota year. 129°23 ‘sr S7L78 62°34 19°51 130°25 wre waaiee ae 
perrserpon te » ; 
eee | 4g5,c50 | 1,78,945 19,00, 005 2,93,186 65,058 4,60,059 09,233 | 90,535 mn 




















(a) Increase is due to brisker traffic generally. 
x (6) Ancludes 896 wiles of ballast trains ran on open line, 
2 (e) » 1,478 miles of ballast trains run on open line. 


' f ' DARJEELING-HIMALAYAN RAILWAY COMPANY, LIMITED. 









| Rs. a. PB 
F Approximate earnings for the week ending 5th February 1898 —,., owe 8,834 0 0 
Uorresponding period of 1897... ~ a0 ww ow 11,699 9 »¥ 
a ai Decrease sw rr soe ai Nas » 2865 9 9 
Receipt por mile forthe week ending 61h February ise om - 1733 6 

Ditto a the corresponding period of 1 Se a 2296 6 e 
Decrease « on o a oo tes 66 3 0 





Receipts from Ist Jan to bth February 1888 on «=: 62,282 «0 O 
Sestvontins period of 1807 oe on ae on w. 65,07 0 0 
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REPORT ON THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE INDIAN FAMINE 
CHARITABLE RwLIEF FUND IN BENGAL. 





Tae following papors are published for general information: — 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
Bev, Derr., M. FINUCANE, 
‘The 21st February 1898. Sceretary to the Govt. of Bengal, 





No. 272Fam., dated Calcutta, the 18th February 1898, 
f From—M_ Finveanr, Esa, c.s.1., Secretary to the Government of Bengal,R evenue 
' Department, 
To—The Chairman, Bengal Executive Committeo, Indian Famine Charitable Relicf 
Fund. 


I am directed to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 9th instant, 
forwarding, for the information of Government, copy of the report on the 

tions of the Bengal Provincial Executive Committee of the Indian Famine 
Charitable Relief Fund, and conveying on behalf of the Committee an expres- 
sion of their high appreciation of the services rendered by their Secretary, / 
Mr, E. N. Baker, 

2. Inreply I am to say that the Lieutenant-Governor has noticed with 
mach pleasure the terms of high praise in which the Chairman has spoken of 7 
the services rendered by Mr. Baker. The cordial thanks of Government are due 
to the Hun’ble Mr. Stevens und yourself as Chairmen, to the Members, and 
to the Secretary, of the Provincial Committee for the care and efficiency with 
which the Fund has been administerod, and the Lieutenant-Governor desires 
that an expression of his appreciation of their services may be conveyed. to 
them and to the members of the various local Sub-Committees who have worked 
under the general supervision of the Provincial Committee, 






BENGAL BRANCH. +. 








INDIAN FAMINE CHARITABLE RELIEF FUND. 


Dated Calcutta, the 9th February 1898. 
From—Tho Hon’ble W. H. Griwrny, Chairman, Bengal Executive Committees 
Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund, 
To—'The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Revenue Department. 


I nave the honour to forward for the information of Government 
copy of the report of the Bengal Provincial Fxecutive Committee of the 
Indian }’amine Relief Fund, and at the same time I am desired to express 
on behalf of the Committee their high appreciation of the invaluable services 
rendered by their Secretary, Mr. E. N. Baker, in connection with the 
administration of the Fund in addition to his ordinary duties, The Committee 
have also placed on record a resolution in recognition of these services. 
The duties of his post, voluntarily undertaken, have not only entailed much 
labour, but have heen attended with peculiar difficulties. As the mouthpiece 
of the Committee it fell to him to interpret and explain to the numerous 
local Committees with whom the Committee were in correspondence the objects 
of the Fund and the principles of action which had been laid down in 
general terms by the Central Committee. This he did at the outset of 
the undertaking with great care, sufficient detail, and, what is more, with the 
necessary promptitude, and after making his preliminary instructions as 
complete as possible, it became his duty to watch the proceedings of the Dis- 
trict Committees and to check and call them to account whenever they seemed 
to be overstepping the line of action marked out for them, and this part of 
his self-imposed task he also performed with much tact, forethought, and an 
entire absence of friction. He studiously avoided the assumption of any 
authority beyond his powers, but was careful to consult the Chairman, and 
through him the Committee, when necessary, on all matters requiring their 
attention and orders. ‘I'he correspondence with the several District Committees 
became very voluminous, but in discussing the various matters under reference 
with the Chairman, Mr. Baker has always shown himself most fertile in useful 
expedients and suggestions, and having all the details of the work well within 
his grasp, he was able to become the mainspring of action in the administration 
of the c point 
Personally, I am extremely grateful for his willing assistance, and the 
Provincial Committee, who are equally indebted to him for his excellent 
services, have desired me to bring them to the notice of His Honour the 
Lieutenant-Governor. 


- ax "7 

Extract from the Minutes of the 11th Meeting of the Bengal Provincial Executive 

Committee of the Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund, held at the offce of the 
Board of Revenue on Wednesday, the 9th February 1898, 


Tue Committee desire to place on record an i ir hi 
appreciation of tho invaluable services rendered by ‘Gp Secustary, Me Ee 


Baker, in connection with the administration of the Fami 
to the Committee. e Famine Fund entrusted 


Resolved—That a copy of the above resoluti d hairman’: 
letter to Government, recording his opinion of Mr. Baker's on S attached 
to the letter forwarding the report to the Chairman of the Central ‘Committes, 
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sas or THB 
INDIAN FAMINE CHARITABLE RELIEF FUND 
! a nN 7 4 
w Py 
BEN GAL, 
pitt = a - + 
Tite effects of the famine of 1897 were felt’ throughout the whole of 
omen addicn Brewis. Bengal: but all parts’ of the ovinee wore not 
seme affected in an’ equal degree. The following table 
Distticts chiefly’ affooted. shows’ the area and population of those districts 
and tracts which’ were officially recognized as-affected’ by famine :— 
Total Population of 
Area-of the: : 2 | 
Dieter. pottery population the affected 
district. | of tite distiiets : 
* 1 2 | 8 ¢ | 6 
Sq. miles Sq. miles. 
hahabad: rr 4,366 2,963,000 1,682 $82,900 
Saran ove 2\651 2,466,000 1,612 1,416,000 
Patna Division «+4 Champaran, 3,531 1,850,009 8,531 1,8¢0.000 
Muzaffarpur... | 8,005 2,713,000 1,851 J,660,L00 
Darbhanga... | 8,886 2,801,000 2,940 | — 2.284,000 
Total... 19,887 | 11,903,000 | 11,406 | 7.652000 
Bhagalpur ., 4.228 | 2,022,000 600 925,00 
Bhagalpur Division ... {phan Parganas 5,470 1,754,000 1,821. 317009 
Total... | 9,698 Tea | gobo 
Hazaribagh... 7.021 3,164,090 1,750 201.000 | 
Chota Nagpur Division, Palamau ove 4,012 696,000 4,012 695,00 
Manbhum Ass 1,193,009 8,873 994,000 
Total... 2;953,000 10,085 1,787,000 
i ‘Nadia 33 1,644,1,00 1.070 52, 00 
Presidenoy. Division...) Khulna tee 1,177,400 474 276,000 
Murshidabad 1,260,000 206 ) 20,090 
Totar 955,000" 
Burdwan Division. .., Bankura son €13 Woo 
“Orissa Division ow, Pari tse 69,020 
11,501,090 


2. In theso districts the famine was most severo’ and necesritated the 
* opening of regular relief works by State agency 
4. Distriots leer seriondy affected. . dc) the Famine Oode. ‘Thiere-were also many 


other tracts where. great and widospreid distress prevailed, though in a less 
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acute form, more particularly in the districts of Patna, Rajshahi, Pabna, Jessore, 
Dinajpur and Lohardaga. ‘These districts comprise an area of 20,428 square 
miles, and a population of 9,018,279. Outside the area included within these 


fami as chiefly felt in the great and sustained 
pnd pe ata se maf arn price of food- rains, which extended to 


~ Districts affected by high prices. every district of Bengal, and indeed throughout 


India, This matter is further referred to iu paragraph 11 of this report; but 
in the present place it may be broadly stated that for ten months prices ranged 
about 100 per cent. above the normal rate. The suffering and distress thus 
occasioned were shared by all except the wealthy, but chiefly by the poorer 
raiddle class, the bhadra (ok, on small fixed or inelastic incomes, by the labouring 
and menial classes and the poorer artizans and weavers, and by those who 
are ordinarily dependant on private charity. No part of Bengal was wholly 
spared, though the eastern districts suffered less than others; and ample sco 
for the charity of the Relief Fund was found in every district, with the 
fortunate exceptions of Hooghly, Darjecling, Backergunge and Balasore. 

3. Foremost among the affected tracts, whether regard is had to the 

numbers concerned, the intensity of distress, or 
Desoription of affected erea. the danger to human life, are the four districts of 
pesca tre North Bihar. These districts, Saran, Champaran, 
Muzaffarpur +and Darbhanga, forming the northern or trans-Gangetic section 
of the Patna Division, stretch in an irregular band, 80 miles in width, from 
the Ganges to the borders of Nepal. They are intersected by the Gogra and 
Gandak, and several smaller rivers, which flow from the Nepal hills to join 
the Ganges, with a trend from the north-west to the south-east. There is no 
artificial irrigation ines than wells) except in Saran, which has a small canal 
stem of little value. ‘The population is extremely dense, averaging 785 to 
the square mile, which is exceeded in parts of Saran. The great majority of 
the inhabitants live by agriculture, there being very few local manufactures, 
The soil is for the most part under cultivation and exceedingly fertile, ean 
in the north and west of Champaran. It ie divided in varying but tolerably 
ual proportions between the three main harvests: the bhadoi, or rain crop, 
which includes early rice, millets, maize and indigo; the aghani, or winter rice; 
and the radi, or spring crop, which includes wheat, barley, pulses, sugarcane, 
opium and oilseeds, The winter rico is the most important single crop, and its 
normal outturn ranges from 39°75 per cent. of the whole in Champaran, to 
54°26 per cent. in Darbhanga. The peuple are, yenerally speaking, skilful, 
industrious and thrifty in their habits. Large numbers annually leave their 
homes temporarily, especially from Saran, in search of work in North and 
East Bengal. All four districts were affected by the famines of 1866 and 
1873.74, The material condition of the inhabitants is thus summed up by the 
Commissioner of Putna ; 

“In spite of these many advantages, the material condition of the peasantry is a good 
deal below what it is elsewhere, not only in other parts of India, but in other Divisions of 
the Lower Provinces. ‘I'he population is extraordinarily dense, and is steadily increasing : 
early marriages are universal, while the comparatively salubrious climate induces a relative y 
high birth-rate and a low death-rate. The people are almost entirely agricultural, holdings 
are small and greatly subdivided, and in most districts the landlords are t emselves of a petty 
class and much impoverished: a'l these conditions make for indebtedness and poverty, and the 
result is that a Jarge proportion of the agricultural poor have sunk from the position of 
tenants, and are day-labourers and serfs, while with the majority of those who still oceupy 
land, life is a perpetual struggle on the verge of insolvency.” 

4. A leading feature in the economic survey of these districts is the 
presence of indigo and poppy cultivation on a large scale. The area under 
each crop is as follows :— 


Indigo. Poppy. 
Acres. Acres. 
Saran is ns 82,300 40,842 
Ohamparan .., nee 81,000 46,495 
Muzaffarpur... abe 102,200 11,390 
Darbhanga ... sae 70,300 2,118 





Total eo 285,800 100,845 








Regarding the indigo bidustry, the Collector of Champaran has made the 


following remarks, which are applicable to all four districts ;— 
“Though occupying only 44 per cent. of the cultivated area, the indigo is 0; 
atest coun tbs fin 5 he! to the people of this district. The elaborate tilting ie male 
g of the lands and the cutting and carting of the plaut afford employment to a very lar, 
proportion of the labouring classes for a considerable portion of the year, while in most of the 
planters the peasantry have the good fortune to live under lenient landlords who show them 
much consideration in a year of distress.” 

The poppy crop is also of great value to the people by reason, among other 
things, of the substantial advances which they receive from Government for 
cultivating it. During 1896 these amounted to 11} lakhs of rupees, in the four 

istricts under discussion, 

5. The only other tract in the Patna Division in which severe famine 
prevailed was the Bhabhua subdivision in the south-west corner of Shahabad, 
together with a part of the adjacent subdivision of Sasaram. This traet includes 
a part of the Kaimore plateau, besides some lowlying country at its foot. It 
is sparsely populated, the crops are poor and precarious, and communications 
are so difficult that during the rains parts of it are almost inaccessible. This 
was one of the very few parts of the province in which the Government was 
forced to abandon its established policy of non-interference with private trade, 
and to make arrangements that the local markets should be supplied in due 
time by a grain dealer appointed by the Collector. 

6. In the Bhagalpur Division; the severely distressed area was confined to 

eae arts of the districts of Bhagalpur and the Sonthal 

as re teal aps rganas. In the former, it comprised the Madhi- 

pura and Supaul subdivisions, which lie north of the Ganges. ‘The soil is 

comparatively poor: the aghani, or winter rice, is the chief crop, while there is 

little bhadoi or rabi, and artificial irrigation ducts or tanks are few. The 
population consists chiefly of low caste Hindus and Hinduised aboriginals, 

In the Sonthal Parganas the distress was most acute in the Deoghur and 
Jamtara subdivisions. The following description of the district is given 
by Mr. Carstairs, the experienced Deputy Commissioner, 

“Its soil is poor and undulating, the lower ground and beds of small wator-courses 
having been terraved extensively into paddy-flelie sometimes protected by springs or 
reservoirs, but often unprotected. So the country has to depend very much on rain-water 
to carry through its cultivation ; and when that fails, there is distress. 

“The principal food-crops grown are mentioned below in the order of their imporiance, 


“namely :— 


(1) Rice. (4) Pulses, 
(2) eee ere, (5) Wheat. 
(3) Marua. 


“In the major portion of the district mahua flowers and fruit help a great deal in 
forming the food-staple of many classes of men, especially aborigines. hey also live on 
many sorts of forest produce, when their food-crops prove deficient or insufficient. Ag 
regards the economic condition of the people, they are generally unostentatious, simple, and 
seldom indulge in luxury, ‘The Sonthals are Ser Wine, and fond of enjoying themselves, 
but wonderfully patient and independent when istressed, Tho principal occupation of the 
people is agriculture, and even when a man f 
must have a little cultivation to supplement his earnings. 

“The Sonthals and Bhuiyas emigrate in large numbers yearly to work in the ten- 
ardens of the Duars and the Darjeeling Terai. Some go to the neighbouring districts of | 
urdwan and Birbhum, and some to Malda to reap the rice crop. Some also emigrate as 

labourers to Assam and Chittagong.” 

7. The area affected in mers tiem rite Lid Division was almost as large 

ad as that in the Patna Division, but the opulation 

Chote Nagper Division, involved was only about one-fourth 5 great. 
The area of acute distress included the whole of Palamau, the whole of Man- 
bhum, except the south-eastern portion, and the northern and eastern portions 
of Hazaribagh. No part of either Lohardaga or Singhbhum was officially 
recognized as affected, but there was a good deal of distress in the former district. 

The country may be described as consisting of an ascending series of 
plateaux rising in successive terraces from 800 to 3,500 feet, separated from 
each other uy ranges of hills and watered by numerous rivers flowing into 
the Mahanuddy on the-one ‘side and the Ganges on the other. In all the 
districts the country is much broken -* ravines, with cultivated walleye, 
and rolling downs interspersed. ‘The highest Point in the Division is 1 
Varasnath hill, » well-known Jain place of pilgrimage in Hazaribagh, which 
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o's J k ? Bat 1 pieon 
aa a vati mn, 0f foet, aboyo, se level. Rare i. mie 
tra 1300 sate as hag gn, average: elevation, orion 
yzaribagh plateaus, vr fans Sat formation, i 
h f comparatively, recent, Formation, 
The png SPE tees wad somcia of spurs, thon out from the I 
and Hazaribagh plateaux, and a, tangled mass of broken hills and more or 


, : ; rin sot: dit 
valleys, with an. a @ height of 1,200 feet. The Manbhum distric 
hilly to the south, and also in the extreme north and’ west, where it borders 


on the. Jamtara. subdivision, of the, Sonthal Parganas, and on the Hazaribagh — 


district, In. the contre and to the east the country 18 flat.and-open, andi 
valley, of the Damuda.. ‘ ; 

“ Te venaletion of the Division is scanty, averaging: E28) to: a ae 
though parts of Manbhum rise considerably above this figure. The inhabitants 
are, mostly Hindus and aboriginals, many: sections of the: latten 

more or. less, Hinduized. Sonthals, who, number 290,000, are found: 
mostly in Hazaribagh, the novth of Manbhumand Singhbhum. Mundas, Uraons,. 
and: Korwas, a, semi-wild tnibe, numbering altogether $80,000, ane found, chiefly: 
in, Lohardaga and,Singhbhum, The population includes. also a greater propor, 
tion of Native Christians than any, other bat of Bengal, and. all, the principal 
Missions—Anglican, Lutheran, Rowan Ca olie, and otliers—have local branches. 
The Division is a, favourite recruiting ground fon the Assam tea-gardens, and: 
thousands of labourers leave it.every year either, under indeuture, or, nominally: 

:free emigrants. : i 

ani vin is,only, moderately fertile, and the- mineral wealth in which the 
Division abounds as,yet gives. employment: to but few. Of tho tliree chief 
crops, the winter rice is by far the most. important, being more than, two-thinds; 


of the whole food-supply. ‘The. Aado/, or rain crop, represents rather more tham - 


one-fourth, aud the remainder is nepresented by: the: rabi:or spring crop, whieh: 
is insignificant, except in Palamau. Forest edible products, ineluding the flowen, 
of, the mahua tree, form, a most. valuable addition to the. food-sapply, of| the 
people, especially in the wilder.and: more hilly: parts. aves 

With the exception, of certain. main roads, the communications: are of a, 
very primitive description and consist. of narrow bridle, paths, slong which 
liglitiy-laden pack-bullocks pick their leisurely way to distant marts, ‘Traffie:is, 
also carried on by. bullock-carts, but these are rarely. to be found off the metal- 
led roads, and owing-to the long distances to be travelled over, this is'a very’ 


laborious and tedious mode of transporting produce. Palamau is-particularly . 


badly off in respect of communications, and in this district it became necessary 
at one period of the famine for Government to supplement the ordinary opera- 
tions of trade by offering a bounty on importations of grain, The Bengal- 
Nagpur Railway, the only through line in the Division, traverses a very small 
corner on the south-east, i 
places.. The roads also, such as they are, are frequently intercepted by hills, 
ravines and rivers which are unbridged and at. certain seasons. of. the year 
unfordable. The occurrence of scarcity in an acute form.in Chota Nagpur 
emphasises the necessity for a liberal extension. of the railway system in ‘this; 
fine country with its vast mineral wealth and immense trading possibilities; 
a measure which was frequently advocated by the Hon’ble Mr, W. fe Grimley, 
the present Chairman. of the Provincial Famine Relief Committee, who. was for 
many years Commissioner of Chota Nagpur. SA 
8. In the Presidency Division, which includes five: distriets..surrounding,. 
Prosidoney Division. Calcutta on the north, east and, south,, distress was 
most acute in Nadia, Khulna and Murshidabad, but 
<< of Jessore were affected to a nearly equal extent, ‘The 24-Parganas. 


ut is of comparatively little use to. the more distant . 


ae 
square miles in, extent, is, about the “ta le 
Ranchi, 


strict, which immediately encircles, the Presidency town, escaped, unseathed,,, 


of the Division, gives the following account, of; the, area, affected, and. 


eri for the high prevailing, prices. Mr.. Westmacott,. the. oie ee 
economic cunditions of the people. i 


Physical conditions of area-affected, 


“Tn Nadia the area affected is composed of two classes of land—a black tay soil Klee 

ul le : fo ie ft Catl aur shee "vi4 
grows only aman rice, but the light soil grows aus $8 anil a8 peed Sones Lit 
“erops sre ‘aus iride:foliowed) by a icaldei 


Iands;.and a light sandy soil on higher levels. The 


of the affyeted tracts iny Murshidabad. the: chief. 
er orp, but, on the;low, land in thesouth-castiof the district: knownsag:tire, “ 


@ puly sp PORE FHP (Which deponds, almost, ontirgly, on,seanenstlaionniaion tha 
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i> * 
“ affected tracts in Jessore consisted of high lands ay | the banks of rivers, also some low- 
lying d/ee/s. In Khulna the tract affected is low and flat, being intersected by numerous 
tidal £ha?s and protected from inundation hy small embankments called bherrics, The soil is 
impregnated with salt, and ao nothing but aman rice, which will not thrive unless there 
is enough fresh water to wash the salt out of the ground. 


The nature and the relative importance of the crops grown. 


“In Nadia the early or aus rice. is a far more important crop than the winter or aman 
rice, the area under the former being twice as large as that under the latter. The other 
crops in this district.are by no means of equal importance. In Murshidabad the principal 
crop is aman rice, which is grown in the Rarh tract, which comprises the west of the 
district, and also in low lands in the Bagri, Aus rice is grown in the Bagri. The Rarh ig 
“the chief source of the food-supply of the district, and most of it this year produced a ver 
good crop, which was largely exported into Nadia and probly elsewhere. About one-fou:t 
of the cultivated area of the district is under mul erry, Jute, indigo, oil-seeds, &e. The 
principal crops in order of importance in Jessore are aman and aus rice, jute, indigo, oil-seeds, 
pulses, millets and tobacco, but date-sugar, which is a special product of the district, con- 
tributes very largely tothe resources of the people. In Khulna aman rice is the staple crop, 
but -aws-and boro -rice-and jute are also grown to some extent. Such crops as halai, khensari, 
sartsa, &c,, are grown in small quantities. 


The economic condition of the people, their chief occupations, and the existence of any 


cial customs, 
“In Nadia the cultivators oli of petty dakhiray- tenures are by no means so 
well off as similar classes in Jessore, na, or the 24-Parganas, and there is much indebt- 
eduess. The cultivators of Murshidabad ere also in debt, though, perhaps, not so entirely 
dependent upon mahajans as the cultivators of Nadia. The great majority of cultivators in 
Nadia are tenants-at-will, and cultivate on the system known as u/bandi under which raiyats 
have-no fixed holdings. There is also a certain number of persons who own, occupy and 
cultivate, or sublet hereditary rent-free lands. In Jessore the people are chiefly agriculturists, 
and although their welfare depends to a great extent upon the success of the amun rico crop, 
they have, in all the higher parts of the district, a valuable source of income in date-sugar, 
There are a very few labourers in the district, and what there are, are in the habit of going 
annually to the Sundarbans in search of employment, and remitting fonds by money-orders for 
the'support of their families. About four-fifths of the population of Khalna are agriculturists, 
and I consider that they are generally prosperous and comparatively wealthy. There is 
little trade except in grain and dried fish. If the people get a good crop, they are contented, 
Almost all the zamindars are absentees, indifferent to the welfare of their tenants, and the 
inferior tenure-holders or gantidars are said to be impoverished by successive bad years, 
though not, I suspect, to the extent which pi allege. The Pods in this district change their 
habitations after the winter crop has been gathered. They never out their crops themselves, 
but:the work is dine by hired labourers com:ng from other parts of the district, ‘Lhis 
indioates that they can afford to be idle, as their labourers go away with boat-loads of rice,” 


9. The two remaining tracts which were classed by Government as 
severely affected are portions ‘of the Bankura 
district in Burdwan, and of Puri in Orissa. The 
former adjoins on the east the district of Manbhum in Chota Nagpur, and 
its Fit ae characteristics are similar. The district is undulating, with hill 
an 


Burdwan and Orissa Divisions. 


jungle to the south, and open level country to the north and east, where 
it is .intersceted by the Damodar river. ‘The population, which includes 
many Sonthals an other aboriginals, is mainly agricultural. ‘The principal 
crop is the winter rice, which suffices to maintain the population, and also yields 
@ surplus for export. In 1897, notwithstanding the presence of famine, the 
exports of rice amounted to 3,37,000 maunds, from January to September. 

The district of Puri lies in theextreme south of the Orissa Division, berder- 
ing on the Ganjam district of Madras. An area of 231 square miles lying 
along the Chilka lake was flooded in July and August 1896, and was subse- 
quently exposed to drought. It is a noticeable characteristic of the inhabitants 
of this district that even the lower castes object to their women appearing in 
public, and none or very few of these were ever found on the reiief works 
opened by Government. 

10. The famine of 1897 shes ee the ee and Le coarse dis- 

. tribution of the rains of 1896. he rainfall was 
ee ee: Ratatat adhere mpuths of July and August, 
‘when sowing'and transplanting of rice are in progress, and from the 19th 
September rain ceased altogether till the close of the year, thus depriving the 
‘young crops at the critical time of the moisture necessary to bring them to 
(maturity. The extent and distribution of the deficiency in the districts most 
‘seriously affected are exhibited in the following table :— 
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11. The following account of the extent to which tho crops of 1896-97 


‘Short harvoste of 1896-97, suffered from the failure of ths rains, and of the 
consequence onthe price of food-grains throughout 
the Province, is taken from the General Administration Report of Bengal for 
that year :— 


“ Like all previous famines in Bengal, the famine of 1896-97 was caused by the failure 
of the monsoon rains, and was the result of two successive bad seasons. Tho season of 1895, 
although on the whole favourable to the /iadoi or autumn crops, was bad for the winter rice, 
inasmuch as the rains were unevenly distributed at the time of sowing, and ceased earlier 
than was necessary to ensure a fuil outturn. Then followed a prolonged drought, which 
lasted throughout the cold weather, and materially injured the rahi or spring cops. Lor 
the Province as a whole the outturn of the bhadoi crops was estimated ot 14 annas, of winter 
rice at 13 annas, and of tho rahi crops at 11 to 12 aunas. The good crops reaped in 1813.94 
and 1894-95 enabled the people to tide over the partial failure of 1895-93, but a greator 
disaster followed, and caused distress more or less acute throughout the Provinos. The 
rainfall of 1896 was very nearly as short as in 18733, and was worse distributed. The bhadoi 
crops suffered from short rainfall in all parts of the Province except in Orisa, where, on 
the other hand, there was excessive rain in July and August, resulting in floods which 
destroyed the standing crops over a large area. The average outturn of these crops for tho 
whole Province is estimsted at 10} annas, but the outturn of the bhadoi food-crops alone is 
believed to have been not more than 9} annas. Tho injury done to the great winter rico crop 
by deficient rainfall dwing the sowing and transplanting season was aggravated by the 
entire cessation of the rains at the most critical period ; no rain fell after the 19th Soptember, 
The effect of these abnormal meteorological conditions was that the total srea ou'tivated with 
winter rice was about a million acres less than in the preceeding year, and that tha ontturn 
of the crop was as bad in Bibar and in parts of bengal as in 1873, the estimate for the 
whole Province being only 7} aunas, or less than half the average crop. The rahi crops of 
1896-97 suffered considerably from the want of moisture in the soi , but showers of rain fell 
at intervals during the cod weather, which did much good in the Patna and Chota Nagpur 
Divisions. The outturn of these crops throughout the Province is estimated at 104 annas, 
The maiua and mango crops, which in an ordinary year form a useful supploment to the 
food-grains, were also poor. Not only was the failure of tho crops in the Provinee of 
Bengal as great as in 1878-74, but it’ extended throughout India and caused an unpre- 
cedented rise in prices. 

“ Prices in Bengal generally rose instead of falling, as in ordinary years, as soon as the 
bhadoi crops had been harvested, and there was a further sharp tise when tlie fai-ure of the 
winter rice became certain. The following table shows the prices of common rice in seors 
per rupee at the head-quarters cf the affected districts, in comparison with the normal 
rates and the prices which prevailed during the famine of 1873-74: tho prices of other food. 
grains rose proportionately :— 
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OcropEnr. January, Arrin. duty, 
Disrnicr (HRAD-QUARTERS). in 7 7 Ne aE eer Nem a 
orma! o orma) 
me ans. | 1896, [Normal erg, 
1 | 2 | 8 4 5 | 6 | | 
8.ch.| 8, ch, 8 ch.’ 8, ch. 8. ch, ¥ : , 
Arrah (Shahabad)... =. | 16 3] 160) 8 8/ 14610] 18 0] 10 0} 34.1 1220] 8 4/ 1312] n 86 vi 
Cha:  (Baren) te. a 1¢15/ 18 0) 9 0) 16 8) 18 0] 9 8] 1913] 12 0] 9 0] 1435| 13 0) -7 4 
Meth (Champaran) .. 7 0} 20 0] 11: 0/ 16 6] a Oo 9 ©] 4 6 9 0 812 8) 10 711 
Mozaffarpur “ nay 1815/ 16 0 8 4) 1413 9 0 90] 126 90 8 0) 13 2) wo 74 
Darbhanga oe a 513] 14 0| 10 0} 1613] 11 8] 9 4) 15 2 912) 8 6) 4 6) Owl 70 
pur Span 111) 17 0} 9 6] 17 4] 12 0] 10 9] 1533] 11 of] B14) 15 8) 12 oy 8 8 
Domka (Sonthal Parganas) 7) 19 0) 9 #) 1514) 19 ©! 1 0} 45 6] 8 2] 1413) 11 0] 710 
Hazaribagh oo ee -| 14-5] 19 2 Siz aT] 135] 8 0) 14 8] wi) 8 0/ Bn] Bul 6 «é 
Ranchi (Lohardaga) =... 4, | 16 8] 16 0 {e) V6) 17 8] 9 0) 16 8] 14 0] 8 oO} 1413] 1612! 6 0, 
Daltonganj (Palamau) .., ..) 14 8] nl 6 z 7] 1s} Sil] 4 6] 11.8] G14] 1210) 13 8] 7 8 
Purulia (Manbhum) oe soe | 18-16] 15 0 {Mot 18 4) 15 8/ 10 §! 17 0] 13 0] 8 32] 1410] 18 0} 7 8 
Bankura wooo oe { 165) 18 BY) 41 0) 1610) 16 6] 114] 16 8] 13 6 10 0/ 15 8/ 2 5] 9 O 
Prishnegar (Nadia) we | 1212] 16 8/ 8 8] a6 1] a2 5] 98) as 6] 11 7 | oe 3 6) uo; 7a 
aloe ony om a8 wo] 128 td K4 90!) wu “4 ; 8} 1415} 2 0 94) 130 a : 8 0. 
w 0 
Berhampore (Murshidabad) ,, 3 6 {Mo }e 8) 40 art 10 0; 18 7 ae 8 8} 13 0 {iio }r & 
1 
nt sr tse nse ose oe | 18 GB] 8250) 1118] 19 7) O49 0) In RI! 19 oO 2,0] 1113] 7 8] 2% Of 1 0 
pur Boaha (Rajshabi) ...} 12 8/ 15 8! 7 8/4 2] 99 0} 912] 18 4) nH 8 1} 12 6] 13 6] 64a 
Pabna ie ee ww | ML! 17 Of O19! HL] 14 8] 9 6! a3 122} 1226) 9 0] 1) Oo] 8 & 























“The effect of tho carly cessation of the monsoon rains was more disastrous in Bihar* than 
Ontturn ot  ¢l8¢Where, partly because tho comparatively high lands of 
winter rico, Bihar require more moisiuro for tho growth of rico and_other 

Aw crops than the low-lying lands of Lower Bengal. In Bihar, 

' * Shohabad errs. | tov, the population is extremely dense aud. much oorer 
Bae we if tran in most other parts of the Province. The ordinary 
Mesmergey ios 7. 3 wages of agriculiural Jabour are extromely low, and they 
Darbbanga 4. have, owing partly (o the growth of population and partly to, 
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i i i 20 or more, 

the influence of custom, remained practically unaltered for the past. 20 years f 

while the prices'of food-grains have largely increased during the same period. 

12. When it became apparent that the Province was face to face with a 
: lerits famine, steps were taken in a number of 
Charitable relief prior to forma. districts to organize measures for charitable relief. 
tion of the Indian Famine Char- 7), ¢}6 Presidency Division the Commiss-oner allot- 
cy aay ted sums of Rs. 2,000, Rs. 1,500, and Rs. 1,000 res- 


tively to the districts of Nadia, Jessore, and Khulna from the balance 
Tf the a Bengal Distress Relief Fund, and these fands, together with 
subscriptions raised locally, were distributed by Subdivisional Officers 
‘and others under the orders of the Collector. In Nadia local Relief Com- 
mittee was formed on the 23rd December 1896. In Khulna, subscriptions were 
raised as early as July 1896, and wore spent in pores paddy for husking, 
and in giving doles of grain and money. In Rajshahi a public meeting 
was called in December 1896 under the presidency of the Commissioner, 
and subscriptions were raised, which were expended in that district. A small 
grant of Rs. 300 was also made by the Commissioner for expenditure in Bogra. 
13, In the Patna Division, where the approach of the famine was felt 
earlier than elsewhere, the organization of charitable relief received attention 
from the outset. In October 1896, when the price of grain rose suddenly in-the 
city of Patna, the Collector called a general meeting of the inhabitants and formed 
a Committee, which purchased grain and sold it at one seer below the market 
rate to deserving persons in the presence of a member of the Committee. In 
Gaya, in the first half of December, the Collector caused each Municipality to 
raise a small sum locally, and placed it in the hands of a Committee of the 
rincipal inhabitants, to be expended in relieving cases of proved distress, 
arly in January, the appearance of distressed wanderers along the Grand 
Trunk Road warned the local authorities that relief was needed, and two kitchens 
were established for their assistance at Aurangabad and Kusa, In Shahabad a 
public meeting was called in December, and machinery was organized for tho 
rompt distribution of relief when occasion should arise. In Saran the Col- 
Leotee, Mr. Earle, was prompt to act on the Commissioner’s admonitions to 
arrange for charitable relief in good time. Meetings were held and Committees 
formed ; and in the town of ase, during January, February and March, 
grain was distributed in weekly doles at three centresin the town, under the 
personal supervision of the Municipal Commissioners, aided by almost all the 
European. residents: of both sexes, In Champaran the Motihari branch of 
the Theosophical Society from an early date issued grain doles on their own 
account to all who chose to accept them, and continued to do so for two and a- 
half months. In January the Midlexext of Bettiah established a large kitchen, at 
which an average of 596 persons received cooked food daily for a month and- 
a-half, In Darbhanga a meeting was held on the 22nd December, at 
which it was decided to call for subscriptions, to appoint a Committee, and. to 
direct its members to institute enquiries for destitute persons who were out 
side the conditions of Government relief. More than Rs, 6,000 was collected 
‘in this manner before the fund was eventually absorbed in the District Relief 
pa de: Big dice 3 11 
n. the Bhagalpur Division sma nts were made in Decem 
Malda and the Sonthal Parganas from the Selenite of the Bengal Disteons alia? 
Fund, but, except in Jamtara in the latter district, no expenditure was 
actually found necessary. In Hazaribagh, subscriptions were raised in Decem- 
‘ber 1896, and a Fission was opened which provided relief to all destitute 
persons till May 1897, whon it was taken over by Government. 
14, The Indian Famine Charitable Relief’ Fund was inaugurated in India 


on the 14th January, when a public meeting was 


s Establishment of Tostien Sele gn held in Calcutta at which His Excellency the Viceroy 


Secsantlen of sola presided, and resolutions were adopted recognizi 

oa ; that the ‘time had come for the Manan a 
‘fund for charitable relief, supplementary of the operations of Government 
; and designed to meet cases not clearly or adequately covered by those oper- 
ations. By other resolutions the meeting accepted the statement of the objects 
to which rivate subscriptions might be devoted, as set ‘forth in the Gazette of 
4ndia of the 9th January, and arrangements were made for the apr 


a General and a Central Executive Committee. The objects to w Ch the Fund 
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was to be applied are set forth in Appendix A of this report, and wire briefly 

as follows:— 

(1) To supplement the subsistence ration, which alone is provided 
from public funds, by the addition of small comfor:s, whether of 
food or of clothing for theaged or infirm, for the patients in 
hospital, for children, and the like; 

(2) to provide for the maintenance of orphans; 

(8) to relieve the numerous poor but rahe ime persons, who will 
endure almost any privation rather than apply for Government 
relief, abotaiipatitedl: as it is by official enquiry into, and by some 
kind of test of the reality of the destitution which isto be 
relieved; and 

(4) to restore to their original position, when acute distress is sub-id- 
ing, those who have lost their all in the struggle, and to give 
them a fresh start in life. 


15. In acco: dance with the scheme approved by the Central Executive 
, wus Committce, arrangements were at once made to 
puma Com- form a Provincial Committee for Bengal, including 
representatives of every division and district. 
For the direct conduct of business an Executive Committee was appointed, 
of which the Hon’ble Mr. C. C. Stevens, o.s1., Senior Member of the 
Board of Revenue, L.P., was Chairman, and Mr E. N. Baker, c.s., Collector 
of Customs, Calcutta, was Honcrary Secretary. The cons'itution of the Com- 
mittee is shown in Appendix B. As originally formed, it included 32 mem- 
bers, of whom 8 were officials and 24 non-officials, and was thoroughly repre- 
sentative of all sections of the community. The Hon’ble Mr. Stevens filled the 
office of Chairman till the 23rd June, when he resigned on being appointed 
to officiate as Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. His place was taken by the 
Hon’ble Mr, W. H, Grimley, the present Senior Mewber of the Board of 
Revenue. 

16, The first meeting of the Committee was held on the 28th January, 
and was fully attended. Arrangements were 
made for inviting subscriptions and issuing collev- 
tion books, and a circular was drawn up for issue 
to all District Officers, requesting them to form local Relief Committees, ex- 
plaining the nature of the organization recommended by the Committee, and 
setting forth the objects to which, and the manner in w ich, the Fund should 
be applied. A copy of this circular, which forms the basis on which charitable 
relief was administered in Bengal, is given in Appendix C, 

17, On receipt of this circular, active steps ap bares in all districts 

fo visi ._- to organize machinery for charitable relief. Mur- 

ee et ee ghidebad- wea the first district to form a Relief 
eas Batt the Committee, which was established on the 30th 
mittces had been formed in some January 1896 under the presidency of the District 
districts before the Indian Famine Judge. ‘This district, though not one of those most 
Chacitable Relief Fund was in- severely affected, was most active and efficient in 
“ the administration of charitable relief. It raisod 
by local subscriptions the liberal sum of Rs. 27,011 for local expenditure, 
besides contributing towards the relief of sufferers elsewhere. Bogra, Malda, 
and Chittagong were also prompt in forming Committees, and in the Patna 
Division the Committees which had been formed prior to the establishment 
of the Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund were at once merged in 
the District Relief Committees constituted under the Fund. Eventually a 
Committee was formed in every district of the l’rovince, with branch and sub- 
committees for subordinate areas in all distressed districts. Ordinarily the 
Collector, or District Judge was Chairman of the District Committee, but 
in Burdwan and Palamon that office was filled by non-official gentlemen, Raja 
Bun Bibori Kapur and Rai Thakurai Bhagobat L'yal Singh Deo Babadur. The 
details of the orgaization differed slightly in different districts, but the 
following account, which is taken from the interesting report of Mr. J. A. Bour- 
dillon, ¢,s.1., Commissioner of Patva, is, in substance, typical of all:— 

“A Cential District Committee was first appointed, of which the Collector was the 
Chairman, and a Vice-Chairman, Tyeasmer and Secretary were elected, sometimes otlicial 
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First measures taken by Pro- 
vincial Committee. 


Committecs, 













and sémetimés uéri-offidial. ‘hth Doritos ad i ele oN RO 
similar office-bearers : for municipal towns a separate Committee was u and 
in thore dis.riets which wére most severely affected sub-committees were formed for each 
thana or outpost. On these various, Committees most o the in pets, ee of the neigh- 
bourhood found a seat: a large majority were noh-officials, and; besides officidls, they 
included Buropéan planters, lawyers, and doctors, native gentlénien and zamindars, pleaders, 
bankers, school-masters, and in short all who could afford the timé to assist in what was 
universally recognised as a work of real benevolencs The Committees administered each 
their own jurisdiction under the orders of the District Committee‘ to them they applied for 
funds, oe to their Chairman they forwarded accounts and returns: these were submitted by 
him to the Secretary to the Fund in Calcutta, In each jurisdiction a definite work was 
usually assigned to each working member of the Committee, and besides this in some 
districts separate sub-committees were formed. In Saran an Aceounts Sub-Committee did 
excellent work in drawing up simple rules of business and account, which proved to be of the 
greatest service. Usually, the care of the persons falling under the different heads of relief 
mentioned in aph 50 above was entrusted to different members, some taking over the 
care of orphans aut the supply of comforts in poor-houses and hospitals, while @ second 
roup undertook to investigate the claims of the “a tess and a third charged 
eusselves with the duty of regulating the grants under Object I —a process which in the 
later stages of the operations involved much labour and enquiry. 


18. In the administration of tho Fund, the principle that commended 
rine A airiarte itself to the wimg Committee was that the 
Funotions 0 Ped actual disbursement of the money and giving 6 

ee relief should be entrusted to the. Distrikt Relicf 
Committees, which alone possessed the necessary machinery, and which were’ in’ 
close touch with the distressed population and in immediate relations with the 
local officers of Government charged with famine work. he ditties which the 
Provincial Comiittee reserved to itself were the collecting of’ estimates of 
the funds required by the various districts and the preparation of corisolidated 
estimates for the Province; the procuring of funds from the Central’ Com: 
mittee, and their distribution from time to time to different districts and 
divisions; the issue of detailed instructions to guide the local Relief Committees 
in the grant of relief ; the prescribing, collection, and examination of periodical 
returns of expenditure and of persons relieved, and the compilation of similar 
returns for the whole Province; and the settlement, in communication with the 
Central Committee and tle Local Government, of all questions: of principle 
that might) arise in the course of the operations. 

1”, To this division of duties there was one exception. A't thé outset 

ee F x was riage that, as the area of severe 
Provincial) Committee acted as; distress:was for the most part situated at a distance 
ein. Htiet Commisige 0. G8 teom Calcutta, no Relief Committe need be formed 
for the Presidency Town. Before long, however, 

it was: found that the pressure of famine prices, which, as already explained 
were a universal feature ofi the ~ throughout: India, was making itself felt to 
alimited extent, in Calcutta itself. The Committee therefore took upon itself ‘the 
task of dealing with cases of distress. at the Presidency. At first these were 
of rare occurrence Grants aggregating Rs, 1,400. were made from time 
to time to the Hon’ble Prince Bukhtyar Shah, C.1.E., to enable him to 
relieve destitution among a number of) his co-religionists, including respectable 
women in straitened circumstances. The money was judiciously expended, th: 
number relieved being 219. A sum of: Rs, 800 was given to the Hon’ble Nawab 
Syed Amir Hossein, ¢ ux., for a similar. purpose, and: was divided. among’'112 
persons. A small grant of Rs.50 wasgiven to the Calcutta Orphanage, and a sum 
of Rs. 300 to the Rey. Mr. J. M. Brown for: his orphanagevat Haniganj. A 
similar application from the Lady Superior of St Vincent's Home was not enter- 

tained, as it was held to be outside the scope of the operations of the Fund, 

20. ater in. the year it) became apparent. that: fi : 

. PP’ at: further measures 
were necessary in Calcutta, On the 3rd September the Commissioner of Police’ 
reported that numerous cases. of petty theft had occurred: in tle town, and 
that it appeared that the culprits had been driven to steal by hunger. He 
also stated) that children had beon found wandering about the sever ts 
search: of food, and in a state of complete. destitutiony. At the same’ 
time, Dr. Gibbons, Superintendent of the Campbell Hospital, common! 
known as the Pauper hospital, represonted that. the wards-o ‘that iceiiaee i 
which have accommodation for 585 inmates, were, seriously overcrowded in 
consequence of the presence of numbers of persons so.debilitated by insufficient 
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21. Measures were promptly taken to ded! with this emergonéy. ‘Tho 


Corporation of Calcutta agreed to bear the cost of erecting two sheds in the com- 
pound of it spital for the reception of the convalescents, The Committee 


fo shake Off thd eifdcts bf disease, 
‘living or even of returning to their 





contributed 18 cost of supplying these with filtered water, and necessaries, and 
also provided cots, bedding, blarketa: clothing, cooking utensils, and equipment 
for a population of 200 inmates. It also paid for the extra establishment 
required by the hospital for a after these patients, and provided rations 
and medical comforts for a daily average of 200 persons. The Honorary 
Secretary visited the hospital on’ several occasions, and also accompanied 
the Conmissionér of Folios to, an encampment of up-country paupers in 

drrisoh Road Most of the inmates had come from a distance—Azimgarh 

itzapur, Jubbulpur, and Monghyr—ii the vain search for employment, and 
ad broken down through dibeae “und hunger. Many of the women were 
aédompaniod A aHuaee, and all weré in a pitiable state of destitution. To 
méet cases of distress found in the strdets, a number of printed _ tickets were 
issded through the Commissionér ( ag hy officers in charge of stations, 
each of which eutitled the hélder receive one or more meals provided by 
selected native hotel-keepers. in differént parts of the town, Up to date 
micils have bhen given to 1,183. persons in all, at a cost to the Fund of 
Rs. 151-56. Finally, a sum of Rs. 3,000 has been made over to the Commis- 
sioner of Police to enable him to forward to their homes, many of which 
were situated @ Jong .distance from Calcutta, those who were unable to get 
there without cree a8 generally to deal with cases not fully covered by the 
arrangements indicated above. “The total expenditure to date has been as 


follows:— 
Cost. 
WN). ahi Rs. a. yp. Rs. a. py 
Camphelt Hospital — 

Diet, rations, and medical comforts... ae 4,575 0 0 
on seen are ane nse ‘ ie 8 6 
iquipment; &e. eee cee ose 920 9 0 
ari ofsheds a 897,12 
Ditto of latrine . .., vee v- 1,110 0 0 
Platform for the latrines’ ... ‘ice ase 121 6 8 
iscéllanedus ... jen aah ses 52 2 0 
ee 

Total fe me 12,815 6 3 

Throuyh the Commissioner of Police — 
Mealé given to paupers by tickets vie 3 evs 151 5 6 
For fisting, &e., of sick paupers and sending them 

home “ee eet aes axe 8,000 0 0 
: en 

Total ade ate 3,15L 5 6 

Gnraxv Tora a9 oe 15,966 11° 9 

——_ 


22. The’ Provincial Committee met' in all’ eleven times: After issuing 
i their’ circular of instractions already referred to, 
onetiee of the Provincial their first caro: wai to call’ for estimates from the 
J ™ affected districts. The compilation of these and 
the preparation of a° provincial estimate were ‘a task of much difficulty, as the 
loval’ Relief Committees had insufficiest data to’ work on, and it was also 
uneertain what’ funds would eventually be’ available. 1t was decided, after 
careful consideration, to estimate the’ possible requirements of the Province at 
Rs; 30,48,000, and.an estimate showing thé’ details of this calculation’ was sub- 
mitted on'the 6th March. It is’ believed - that this’ was the first’ detailed 
estimate to reach the Central Committes. , ; 








> receipt of an allotment of funds, the Committee proceeded to 
ia ihe a _ make grants to the local Relief Committees. The 
Distribution of funds.” Fiygt provisional grants had been made on the 8th 





February, and included the following :— mm 
Champaran ton too 15,000 

Saran Me aes eee 16,000 

Muzaffarpur of ove sos 15,000 

Darbhanga af ose oe 5,000 

Rajshahi soe toe ase 5,000 

Nadia ooo ees ‘ oun 2,000 

Total eee 57,000 





At first allotments were made to the District Officers direct; but it was 
soon found desirable to take advantage of the superior knowledge and 
experience of the Divisional Commissioners, and from the 30th April all 
grants were made to those officers, with discretion to apportion them to the 
affected districts as required. The Committee desire to acknowledge the care 
and judgment with which the distribution was made by the Commissioners, 
to whose prudence and discrimination the economy which bas marked the 
administration of the Fund in Bengal is largely due. 

The net assignments eventually made from time to time to each Division, 
after deducting refunds and adjustments, were as follows :— 





Rs, 

Burdwan ‘Division... eee ass 28,800 4.5 
Presidency * oon ooh “0 1,40,000 
Rajshahi Py 186 se eee 45,500 
Dacca * oe ave ons 18,000 
Chittagong » ave ose — 18,500* 
Patna 9 soe ees oes 11,44,000 
Bhagalpar 5g eee ase see 83,000 
Orissa 7 ae sie a 89,000 
Chota Nagpur ,, Aa sso ove 1,836,000 

Total tee 16,52,800 





24, The examination of ae ey accounts submitted by each district, 
se and the preparation of the provincial mont 
Bi paca provineial accounts aocgunts and returns for sibistnion to the Conteal 
_ Committee, devolved upon the Honorary Secretar 
Mr. E. N. Baker. This was a work of considerable difficulty and labour partly 
because the district accounts had to be compiled from lovaes supplied by 
disbursing agents, many of whom were non-officials, who were not accustomed 
to prepare returns, and who in many cases did not realize the importance of 
punctuality, Moreover, the principal return, Form B, eventually prescribed b 
the Central Committee, involved a very large amount of detail, and fas 
beyond the power of an untrained staff to prepare. A further difficulty arose 
from the fact that the relief given was partly in the form of single payments. 
as where clothing or a grant of money for the purchase of seed and cattle 
was made, and partly in the form of recurring payments, as where a weekl 
or monthly dole was given for subsistence. These doles were given for different 
riods to different persons, as occasion required, and. it was no easy matter to 
exhibit them in a form which should be entirely free from the risk of misleadin 
No a forms of registers had been prescribed in the first instance tor 
recording either expenditure or details of persons relieved, and when returns 
were ia dct, eve found that there was no uniformity in the records 
presery ocal Committees, many of whom h i 
yes uaa je 8, y ad kept imperfect accounts of 
25, Eventually, in duly wit the Central Committee arranged with the 
! \ Local Government for theappoiutment of a - 
. Ba Examiner of Ac- Jing Examiner to go round oa inspect the Soares 
kept by the district relief agencies. This office was 
held by Babu Suresh Chandra Chatterji, Deputy Collector, who discharged 
his duties in a very efficient manner. He took over charge on the 8rd rea 


* Iucluding Rs, 10,000 out of Rs, 50,000 remitted to Chittagong on account of the cyclone. 









and within three months visited revanly ditromed distriets (except Puri 


and several others, ling fall. and notes on all the accounts an 
tums La pag vo x Ama oi ‘His diaries contain much valuable 
information and many useful suggestions, which should prove of service in 


organizing charitable relief on a future occasion, He also rendered much 
assistance to the Committees whose distriets he visited in preparing Form B. 
It would have been. an advantage if such an officer had been placed at the 
disposal of the Provincial Committee at the outset of the opérations, 
26, Another duty undertaken by the Provincial Committee was the 
dye. cy Dil j eipt and distribution on behalf of the Central 
Bee engen clothing recsived Committee of the clothing and other gifts in 
s kind which were sent out by charitable _per- 
sons in England, America, and elsewhere in aid of famine relief. In all 
98, bales and packages of clothes, blankets, and unmade materials were 
received, of which 17. were despatched. by Mrs. Jeannette Hauser, of 
Chicago, U.S. A. These were received and stored in the office of the Provin- 
cial Committee, and were distributed to different parts of India, in accordance 
‘with indents and applications. The greater part was sent to the North- 
Western Provinces and Central Provinces, but the Punjab, Bowbey; Madras, 
and many Native States in Rajputana and Central In ia receiv 


of thread and weaving of cloth as a form of relief. 
27. A full statement of the roume oF the Pema granites, ud 
; ser of the District Committees in Bengal and o the 
wae Tee numbers relieved in each class will be found in 
Appendix D of this report. The following is a brief summary of their 
principal features, 

28. The total nat receipts,* after deducting a sum of Rs, 2,75,000 refunded 
to the Central Committee, were Rs. 22,02,864. Of this amount, Rs. 22,979 
represented the. balance of the late Bengal Distress Relief Fund, which was 
made over to the Committee by the Trustees of that Fund, Rupees 15,18,750 
were the net grant made to Bengal> by the Central Committee ; Rs. 70,959 
represented subscriptions. received by the Central Committee, and stated by 
the donors to be intended specially for Bengal. Rupees 1,38,900 were subscrip- 
tions received direct by the Provincial Committee, or by District Committees 
for the Province generally ; and Rs. 8,31,237 were collected by the various Dis. 
trict Committees, each for its own use. Besides the above, the Provincial 
Committee collected lis. 28,888 for India and Rs. 2,088 for other provinces, 
and remitted these sumg to the Committees concerned.. The remainder of 
the net receipts were of a miscellaneous description, and were chiefly made 
up of the sale-proceeds. of’ work given out as a form ot relief, such as rice 
obtained from paddy huskers, thread from cotton spinners, cloth from weavers, 
rope and twine from jute workers, and the like. A se 

29. Among the contributions received by the Provincial Committee, a 
prominent place must be accorded to the ve handsome. sum of Rs. 20,000, 
Eariceesla ofa Nancy Fair organized by Pad y Mackenzie, and held in the 
' grounds of Belyedere.on the 26th and 27th of February 1897. The grateful 

thanks of the Committee were conveyed to Lady Mackenzie and the ladies and 
a to whose generous efforts this welcome contribution to their funds 
was due. 

30. The Sobhabazar Benevolent Society subscribed Rs. 3,059 through their 
President, Raja Bino Kyishna ; Rs ‘1,219 was collected by Mr. W. D. Oruick- 
shank, of the Bank o Bengal; and Rs. 1,197 by Mr. C. H. Wilkie, of Graham 
and Company. The Principal, Presidency College, raised'a sum of Rs. 1,710-14 
among the Professors, lecturers, and students of the College.and the Hindu and 
Hare Schools. Among other.individual subscriptions of ts. 1,000 and upwards 
were the following :—Raja Pramada Nath Rai, of Dighapatia, Rs. 5,000; Raja 
‘Janaki Ballab Sen Rs; 5,0005 His Highness the Raja of Hill Tippera Rs, 5,000, 
‘in addition Rs. 14,000. subscribed for India ‘generally ; Ganpat Singh and 
Narpat Singh Rs. 4,000; the Raja of Mahurbhanj Rs. 4,000; Messrs. Pran 


* The 100 are genérally up to the 31st October 1897. A few districts have.given Tater figures, 
which have “been ‘incorporated. Tho final ‘accounts ‘from the Ist November to the closing of ‘the Fuad 
-will be published hereafter, : a ¥ } ‘ rk 
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Kissen Law and Company Rs. 3,000; Mr. W. Maling Grant Rs. 3,000; Babus 
Srinath Rai, Sitanath Pal, and Janaki Nath Rai, Rs. 3,000; the late Maharani 
Surnomoye, ©.1., Rs. 2,500 ; Maharaja ig Kanth shams otis 2,000; Bhaia 
Dirgaj Deo oy Rs. 1,500; and Mr. W. A. Brown, Raja Peary Mohan 


ji, ©.8.1. f i Morrison and Compan akurai Gobind 
Meats Symon ee ePeeael Singh, of Ranka, the. Maharaja of *Gidhour, 


® Not including Rs. 10,000 sub- b Abdus Subhan Ali Chowdhry, the Raja of 
ccebed ee Ss einanys Se Ganine, Maharaja Girjanath Rai, and Babu Nando 


Lal Gossain, Rs. 1,000 each. sp : 

“ Educational offerings,” being the result ofgoluntary subscriptions raised 
‘among the boys of schools of all grades in Bengal at the suggestion of 
Dr. C A. Martin, Director of Public Instruction, amounted to Rs, 1,238. 

One donation, which does not figure In the accounts, was the gift of 200 
maunds of ballam rice, presented by Mr. R. Zeigler of Backerganj. ‘This was 
divided equally between the districts of Nadia and Khulna. ae 

31. In Lapendis E is shown the sum collected in each district of the 
Province, whether for its own use, for Bengal, or 

Receipts by District Commit- gor India generally, The districts which collected 
rs over Rs. 20,000 each were—Monghyr Rs, 34,207, 
Cuttack Rs. 28,164, Murshidabad Rs. 27,081, Bhagalpur Ks. 26,661, and 
Mymensingh Rs, 21,181, while Dinajpur, Gaya, and the Sonthal Parganas 
were not far behind. The individual subscriptions of largest amount for local 
expenditure were given by Maharaja Harballa Narain Singh, 0.1.8., of Sonbursa, 
Ks, 10,000 for Bhagalpur ; Maharaja Sir Ravaneshwar Prasad Singh Bahadur, 
K.c.LE., of Gidhour, Rs. 10,000 for Monghyr; Raja Ram Narain Singh Bahadur, 
and Rai Camaleshwari Prasad Singh Bahadur, Rs. 5,000 each for Monghyr, 
and Mr. J. Hennessey, Rs. 5,000 for Malda, Subscriptions of from Rs. 1,000 
to Rs, 5,000, and of smaller amounts were 80 many that it is impossible to 
enumerate them in this report. All have been acknowledged from time to 
time in the subscription lists published in the press. 

32, ‘The total expenditure to tho end of October has amounted to 

; Rs. 19,46,480. The total number of persons re- 

Expenditure. lieved was 720,086. Of these, 270,878 received 
assistance from the Fund to supplement or take the — of the subsistence 
ration given by the State. Eight thousand two hundred and two orphans and 
deserted children were supported. Relief in the form of work, clothing, and 
doles in money or grain was given to 194,678 persons among the respectable 
poor, including purdanashin women; and 246,328 persons received grants for 
the purchase of seed and cattle, and to give them a fresh start in life after 
the crisis was over. The administration of the Fund has been conducted 
uniformly by honorary and unpaid agency, the only charges being some small 
payments for clerical assistance, stationery and contingencies. The total 
expenditure on this account has been Rs. 26,883, which represents a percentage 
of 1°2 on the net income of the Fund and of 1-4 on its expenditure. The 
Committee are confident that the conspicuous economy which these figures 
disclose cannot fail to be gratifying to the generous donors of the Fund. ‘ 

33. The following sections of the Report give a brief account of the 


operations under each of the four heads or objects for which the Fund was © 


established. 
Ossecr I, 


34. The first of these four objects was defined to be the supplementin 

ad iis ahead of the subsistence ration, which alone is ser 

: 5 from _ age funds. In practice, however, it was 
speedily found necessary to widen this definition. Interpreted strictly, it 
implies that no relief should be granted from the Fund (under this head) except 
to persons who are already in receipt of relief from the State. But except 
in the fifteen districts, which were officially notified as being affected, no 
relief works were opened by Government, and little or no gratuitous relief 
was given from public funds: It was, however, quite impossible to confine 
charitable relief to those districts. As already explained, every district in 
the provitice was affected by the high range of prices, and almost every 
dstiict contained areas where the crops had failed in whole or in part, 
and where “ distress which just falls short of absolute destitution” prevailed, 
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In districts of this class—of which, it is understood, examples were found 
in every province in India—there was ample and legitimate scope for thé 
operations of the Fund, Moreover, in districts which are intersected by the 

and ‘Trunk Road or other main arteries of traffic, destitute persons from 
distant pers were constantly found wandering along the high roads in search 
of employment or food. It was necessary to make provision for these, and 
this was usually done at the expense of the Fund, by establishing kitchens ani 
poor-houses, 

In the Gaya district, which was in itself almost wholly free from 
famine, kitchens had to be opened for the relief of 
wanderers at Aurangabad, adanpur, Dobi and 
Barachatti, where on an average 330 persons were fed per diem, from first to 
last. At another kitchen in the town of Gaya 630 persons were fed per diem. 
Mr. Savage, the Collector, makes the following remarks on this subject: — 

“The Grand Trunk Road, which runs through a thinly popula‘ed part of the district, 
will always be the place where the first signs of want will show themselves if there be scarcity 
in the North-West Provinces. Tho tale told by the travellers is always much -tho samo. 
They look on Bengal in aprrps and ou Calcutta in particular, as the land of plenty, and as 
soon as they feel the pinch of want at home, they sell all they have an1 start for the promised 
land, too often to meet death on the long and dreary march, or to find that even Oaloutta can 
be stony-hearted, and to retrace their steps to die at their homes,” 

35. Similarly in Burdwan, which was not soverely affected, it was 
necessary to establish a kitchen and temporary hospital at Budbud, on the 
Grand ‘Trunk Road, which remained open for 170 days, and relieved the large 
number of 26,430 persons, or an average of 153 per diem, the average cost 
being about 9 pies a head. 

36. In Monghyr a traveller's rest-house on a large scale was established 
under the personal charge of the Subordinate J udge, Babu Karunamoy 
Banerjee. This institution was very successfully managed, and relieved 10,331 

ersous in five months. The following interesting account of the institution 
as been submitted by the Subordinate Judge, to whom the Committee's 
acknowledgments are due :— : 

“Tho rest-house was formally opened on Ist April 1897, and remained in fu'l working 
till 4th September 1897. 

“On the first day no traveller came, as the opening of the rest-house had not been 
sufficiently known to travelers outside the district. I had therefore to depute peons to the 
railway-station, the steamer-ghat, and the Patna Road junotion to inform passengers and 
travellers of the opening of a rest-house here and to guide them to it. 

“On the 2nd AP il, a solitary traveller, aamet esur Singh, came from Chapra, and 
the number increased to 13 on the following day, when L man from Gorakhpur, 1. from 
Basti, 1 from Benares, 2 from Jaun ur, 2 from Allahabad, total 7 from the N orth- Western 

inoes, and 1 from Patna, 2 from Arrah and 3 from Muzaffarpur, total 6 from 
Bihar—13 in all—entered the rest-house. 

“The procedure observed by me was as follows:— 

“The open space in front of my house was selected as the place where the travellers were 
to assemble morning and evening. Every traveller was given a ticket under my signature 
bearing a consecutive number and his name and residence, and all these particulars were also 
entered in a register kept for the purpose. As soon as the names and residence of one batch 
were registered and they were given tickets, they were asked what food they would take, and 
then a memorandum stating the quantity of rice and dal or chura and gurh, or sattu and gurh 
© to be supplied, was given to the modi, who used to deliver the same to the peons in duty, and 

ya a were directed to repair to the rest-house, where they had the Pood of their own — 


ioe. 
“The food was given on the following soale :— 


Reliof of destitute travellers, 


For an adult— 
Rice ion enn we «+ 1} pawa, 
Dal Fey ae hae ooo: Lan. agp 
Potato ses ves ase wea O'S 
or— 
Chura vee see vee ss» 4 seer. 
Gurh ves bos tee os $ pawa, 
Dahi oo oes oe oh oie » 
or— 
Sattu ie Pi eee wag 9 a gs 
Gurh tie rs an Ade, ath a6 
For a child— 
“Half the above. 


“For those who used to take cooked food, oil salt and fuel, &o., were also allowed in 








“Tho travellers were allowed two meals only, except in ctses of illness, or long starvation, 
‘when they were allowed to remain for days together till they were able to move, Sick 
travellers used to be sent to the hospital for treatment. Fgtia ies 

“Tndigent travellers, who were found quite naked, were given a few yards of cloth drom 
time to time. $ pry Seas 

“'To maintain proper check on the subordinates, the travellers of the morning were again 
direoted to attend me in the evening, so that I might personally ascertain the number. to 
be fed in the night and send order to the modi accordingly. | : 

“T had to do this work twice in the day as a rule, once in the morning before Court and 
onee in the evening cig, ee “gore but perc te a wpe batch came pata = 
evening or at night, I had to do the work again, so that hungry and starving people mi 
not kept ime without food. I used to inspect the rest-house onoe daily, ‘aoe 9 ee 
there was any row or complaint, I used to go there at once for immediate enquiry: and order. 
For such purposes, I had to go there sometimes even at 11 or 12 p.m. and later. ‘ 

“ The establishment consisted of one cook, one servant and one sweeper, and every attén- 
tion was paid to sanitation. 

“To maintain order and to take the travellers to the rest-house and to escort the supply 
from tho modi’s shop to the rest-house, I used to depute two peons morning and erat 
from the Civil Court staff, so that there might not be extra expenditure of the Famine 
for these paren, and to prevent collusion between the modi and peons, two new peons 
were used to be told off for each day. ; 

“Tne modi used to submit his bills every fortnight accompanied by the memoranda. or 
vouchers he had received from me for each day’s supply. The bills were then compared with 
the vouchers and signed by me, and the vouchers destroyed by me personally. 

“The quality of food supplied by the modi was from time to time tested by me in 
person, and its prive regulated according to the market price for the time béing. As the 
modi had to supply everything I required for the reliéf-hotise and did not get cash pay- 
ments, he was allowed a small commission at 1} anna on the rapee on the iarkée prices. of 
the articles supplied by him. . 

‘ Tue religious prejudices of the travellers wero strictly observed, and this was the chief 
reason why cooked food was not insisted on in every case., In course of time the rest-house 
relief became so popular that people oatside the district and outside the town used to call it 
“the Sadabart’’ after the religious and charitable relief which used to be given to travellers 
by the ancient Hindu kings of the country. 

“The following statement will show the number of travellers, male and female, reli¢ved 
evory month, the montily cost, the number relieved, the number coming from the Province 
under the Lieutenant-Governor of Lengal and those coming from the North-Western 
Provinces being shown separately :— : 

























NvupMeR OF TRAVELLERS Total ‘Travellers 


RELIEVED IN BACH MONTH. |number of of North- | 'Travel- Total 
Name of Monto ___| travellers| Western | lers of | amount apane 
! Ohila- in each | Provin- | Bengal. i aA 
Male. | Female.| ~).), month. ces. 








f ) ALP. 

a 1897 ... 857 65 72 494 281 263) 135 14 0 
ay Parr 69) 309 77 877 692 285 | 269 0 0 

June oo coe | = 2,BIE 192 110 1,516 896 621 | 380 1 9 

July » oe] =3;470 442 815 8,227 1,874 1,863 | 887 7 6 

August Hy ane 8,466 446 Ba6 8,838 1,286 2,562 |1,078 3 8 

vapor (1897) 820 44 16 379 105 274) L144 8 
up to 4th. 

















Vive months and| 8,108 1,298 925 10,33) : : 
Boe 4,483 | 5,848 | 2,707 8 9 |2,707 8 9 





“My thanks are due to the Secretary, Babu Shivanandan Prosad Singh, for the yt 
assistance rendered by him whenever I stood in need of it. ‘amin f ear All 
Beg, and my Oivil Court staff also rendered me help.” ae oe > re ain 


37. In Jessore, where much distress prevailed, though the district was not 
officially declared to be affected, and no State relief works were opened, over 
Rs. 22,000 was “expended in doles to paupers who would ordinarily have 
been on the list of Government relief.” The number relieved inthis way was 
17,578, including those who were incapable of work owing to old and 
infirmity, women who had no relations to support them, and whose ordinary 
oceupation of paddy-husking, &e., had temporarily failed, and the like: 
+. “In Khulna clothing was given to 3,036 destitute persons. Rs. 1,010 was 
spent in giving additional food and comforts to 8,064 inmates of Government 










ouses, an ,755 in maintaining nit , 1,252 persons in poor-houses 
supported wholly by the Fund, and Rs. 1,580 in sl i for 3,045 starving 
wanderers. Ha “i a — of ee Food — sent ye werd Relief ee 
of this district from the contribution generously given by the proprietors, 
ea employed in feeding 100 children. ; " 
_ 88. In Faridpur, which, like the neighbouring district of Jessore, narrow: 
ly escaped sei within the famine zone, and where there was much local 
Poa especially in the Goalundo subdivision, money doles were given 
to 6,172 destitute persons of the lower castes ata cost of Ks. 8,918. Charitable 
relief was very economically managed in this district by the local Com- 
mittee, and in some cases the Collector, Mr. Temple, after personal en quiry had 
to direct that it should be given more freely. 

89. In the Patna Division the ex oa: under Objeet I was inconsi- 
derable in the districts of Patna and Shuhabad. In Gaya, where it amounted 
to Rs. 7,786, it was incurred almost entirely in giving relief to wanderers 
in poor-houses and kitchens, as explained in Esogrenst 34 of this report. 
In Saran, Its. 5,624 was spent on clothing, which was distributed among 
persons on the Government relief works and the respectable poor; and a small 
sum was also spent on port wine and brandy, which were given under the 
orders of the Civil Surgeon in cases of extreme exhaustion admitted to the 
poor-houses. It is said that there were many such cases. 

40, In the three remaining districts of the Patna Division, the expendi- 
ture untler Object I was ona much larger scale, being Rs. 29,368 in Cham- 
paran, Rs. 27,265 in Muzaffarpur, and Rs. 33,138 in Darbhanga. The follow- 
ing extract from the full and interesting report by Mr. Duncan rear vate 
c.1.£., Collector of Champaran, gives a good idea of the way in which the 
money was utilized in all these districts;— 3 ’ 


“The relief afforded under Object I (provision of comforts to thoso in receipt of 
Sijpeatbinns su: Onjost-1 subsistence rations. from Government) has been under four 
a heads—(a) supply of clothes and blankets to persons in 
receipt of Governmont relief (Rs. 23,968-11-1), (6) maintenance of a charitable kitchen before 
a Government poor-house was opened (Rs. 2,276-0-8), (c) supply. of comforts to inmates of 
Government poor-houses (Rs. 2,025), and (d) miscellaneous relief of a similar nature 
(Rs. 1,098.10-3), Under the first of these heads (a), the expenditure has been Rs. 23,9681 1-1, 
and this was spent in providing 3,323 men, 8,287 women, and 1,606 children, in all 13,216 
persons, with blankets or clothing, or both, All these persons were in reccipt of gratuitous 
relief from Government either in poor-houses or kitchens or in their villages, and all of them, 
except » number of the poor-house inmates, wore given this when the Government relief 
was closing and the cold season approaching... Every man received four yards of plain cloth, 
every woman six and-a-half yards, and every child three yards. It was not found possible to 
ive blankets also to all these. A sufficient tity could not be obtained locally, and what 
fad to be got from up-country did not arrive before many-of them had dispersed. The delay 
was due to a hesitation on the part of the District Uommitteo to embark on the expenditure 
until the prospects of the rice crop, which was in a critical state until the boginning of op 
tember in the most distressed part of the district, were assured and until it know that its fum 
would be sufficient. Blankets were, however, given in all to 2,835 mon, 5,328 women and 
1,430 children, in all 9,598 individuals, the children, however, receiving only half a blanket 
each. The cost of clothing and blankets together average Re. 1-13 head. Only an_in 
significant quantity of cloth was Featetet from weavers, namely, Rs. 60 worth, but it has 
heen mentioned in an earlier part of this report that there aro very few regular weavers in 
| istriot. Lame Bers dealers Rs. 1,754 worth was obtained. The rest of the cloth 
had to be obtained from Calcutta, as only a limited quantity of a width suitable for native 
clothing could be got in the Cawnpore Mills. Blankets to the value of Rs. 12,207 were 
apcially obtained through a local dealer from Agra, Hatras and other places in the North- 


_. 41. In Darbhanga the money under this head was. chiefly spent Jon 
clothing and blankets, and in maintaining kitchens. Much attention was piid 
in_this district to the tending and feeding of the children, who would have 
suffered acutely but for the indly care of the Collector and his fellow- 
workers on the Relief Committee. © The following extracts from Mr. Carlyle’s 
graphic report are full of interest :— Diaries Cokes are) 
__“ This Fund, a8 already stated, assisted the Government in the working of tlie poor-ho 
dially in Khajouli, oe there was a large and popular: ponr-houee, " People, visidtig 
ouli were shown the poor-house as one of the ights of ‘the village, They always re- 
how- stout the inmates were, and though in thany places the natives: to go to 
because they thought it was too like a jail, this.institution, was most,popular 










ith tHode who werd r6died low enoligh to accept féliof in a poor-louse. The figures: 
tnir up to 884 at the end of July: : Pathe! Dian ete aaae 
‘ «Jn Bohora extras were afforded to the poor-house inmates, with the result number; 






éf women and children from the oountry round came in. In the poorchou ellin’s 
was used with good results. A Ve Superintendent wrote :—“ I ‘have fosud th it th 
infant children are in a very condition; they cannot suck the rhother’s body, 48 to initk { 

rocurablé from, 6n account of starvation. they are now ng food by gratuitous relief. 

All it Will take some time to redoup their hoalth. We cannot supply the silk to thesb 
children to nourish them properly... If they ate supplied with Mellin’s Food, it. would - help 
them mitich,and the poor children Will/have the proper nourishment. The preparation of | this 
food is very simple, that is, to mix them up ib oiled water, I haye enquir in the | reali 
that they would not object to use the same, as they will get great benefit to nourish 
childrén.” Mellin’s Food was it ag requested, and was wenger rey ’ 

“ One other fact, illustrative of the poor people forsaking heir ancient customs, thay be 
gitéd. In Khajouli poor-housé the water was oth boiled and filtered ; the filter was the 
simple cliarcoal-and.sand contrivance. The people quickly took to it, and admitted that it 
as better than the water they had beon used to. This was not in a city, but a village where 
nothing of this kind had been previously attempted, and tho success'of this scheme is Repel 
due-to the fact of the filtering agents being substances that were used by or known 
one and used as such agents in many public institutions. bets 
“The ration authorized by the Famine Oude was not erou h to induce any to go but 

those who were actually starving. ‘The additions supplied by the Fund brought a certain 
number of people who had no home, and found their woekly dole barely sufficient to keep 


body and soul together. : F , 5 
“Tn Warisnagar there were 4 kitchens, at which 2,400 children were fed daily, The 


kitchen at Muktapur had a thousand of these urchins coming every morning for their meal, 
The Charge Superintendent here had everything arranged as regularly as a strict discipli- 
narian in a public school could wish. The children came in from a. distanos of over two or 
three miles in many cases, each with his or her ticket and dish, a girl of 12 often carrying & 
little brother or sister that could not walk, and many anxious motheis coming to see their 


children fed. ‘ 
_ “The mites were arranged in rows of 100 ench, and sat down waiting for their breakfast, 


thongh every one of the 100 tongues that could wag did so. At 10 o’clock the men appeared 
with the large trenchers full of rice and filled up the dishes, but the children were not 
allowed to begin till all had been served, or some would creep round from the front to the 
rear to get a little more like Dickens’ hero. It seemed hard to keep them waiting ; at first it 
a not be done, but after a few days they became quite obedient. It was very hard to 

eep the tiniest from eating, especially on treacle days, for the treacle mixed with 
rice formed a bait tho baby fingers ond. not be kept away from. On the command to 
commence there was a dead silence, and every child was hard at work. 

“These children towards the close of the famine were mostly in good condition.” 

42, In Monghyr a poor-house and kitchen were maintained from May 
to October under the personal charge of Babu Sivanandan Prosad Singh, 
Honorary Secretary of the District Relief Committee, and relieved from 150 
fo 200 persons daily, This was in addition to the travellers’ rest-honse de- 
scribed in paragraph 36. In Bhagalpur expenditure under Object I was not 
kept clearly distinct from that under Object III, and it must be admitted that 
in practice it is frequently difficult to draw the line clearly between the two 
¢lasses. In the Madhipura subdivision the fund was used to supplement the 
Government dole, and to give relief to those who, though destitute, “could 
fiot be included in the list of recipients of Government gratuitous relief, owi 
to, restrictions harms been imposed by Chapter V of the Famine Code.”” 
The largest number of persons relieved per diem is said to have been 12,400 
during the week ending the 5th June, and the total amount spent was 
Res, $0,959. In the Sonthal Parganas a suzn of Ks. 21,380 was spent under 
Object I, mainly in the Deoghur and Jamtara subdivisions, but the informa- 
tion supplied regarding it is not very full. The main feature of the 
administration of the fund was that itwas left largely in the hands of 
private agencies, There are numerous missionaries working in this distri 
and these gentlemen rendered valuable service in the Lisitbution of reli 
The Deputy Commissioner, Mr. Carstairs, draws attention to the importatior 
of American grain (the gift of the Avierican people, and sent out im, 
SS. City of Everett at the cost of the Government. of the United States). 

issionary gentlemen, which went a great way to save the lives of mia 
persons, and was greatly. appreciated by those to whom it ‘was distributed.” 
© 48, Inthe Chota Nagpur Division kitchens and poor-houses were | 
4 aaa: eae 
i. Mukorji 


ever 





dained in Hazaribagh, Lohardaga, and Singhbhum., .In the first-mamed 
they were very successfully administere by Babu hhdhea Kall 








Maulvi Wahiduddin, and relieved 1,558 persons from first to last. In Lohat- 

daga, where the kitchens numbered 22 in all, the largest were at Ranchi, Chutia 

- Lohardaga. Tho first named was attended by numbers of children, and 

one time apprehension was felt that persons with no claim to charitable 

shief were taking advantage of it, but steps were taken to prevent this. In 

Palamau, where the administration of the Fund was carefu Y supervised by: 

the Deputy Commissioner, Mr. Renny, clothing, blankets, and jhulus were 

distributed to the poor on Government relief, and also to the respectable poor, 

but distinct accounts were not kept. Provision was also made for the reception 

of diseased beens in the local hospital at the cost of the Fund. These 

were kept entirely separate from the ordinary patients, and on recovery were 
sent on to the relief works, 


Ossecr II, 
44, The support of orphans has absorbed only a very small part of the 
ie Mom Fund in Bengal. It is a striking feature of the famine 


of 1897, and evidence of the success which has 
attended the relief operations in this Province, that the mortality from all causes 
during the year has not risen in any appreciable degree above the normal rate. 
The number of deaths directly due to the famine was extremely small, while 
those indirectly due, so far as it is possible to classify them, were not numerous. 
The term ‘‘orphan,” however, has not been restricted to those children whose 
parents actually succumbed to the famine. It has been regarded as including 
also those who had lost their parents previously, and had been supported by 
other relatives or their fellow-villagers, when the latter by reason of the 
pressure of the famine were no longer able or willing to maintain them. It 
also includes children who had been deserted by their parents, of whom there 
were a certain number. After the crisis was over many of these were again 
claimed by or restored to their former guardians. 
45, The following remarks by the Commissioner of Patna illustrate 
some of the difficulties that were experienced in dealing with orphans :— 


“The relief of orphans gaye some trouble, since many children were at first put for- 
ward for relief who were either not orphans at all or had a parent living capable of main- 
taining them; this was especially the case in Darbhanga, where, partly from ignorance and 
partly with intent to deceive, large lists of orphans were prepared, which collapsed on enquiry. 
into these cases personal investigations were made by the Circle Officers and the members 
of Committee, and the original numbers were greatly reduced. ‘The number of orphans who 
ame on to our lists from the death of their parents during the present season was extremely 
small, but such cases did ocour when the parents, often from some distant place, died in 
our poor-honses and hospitals. Tho vast majority of the orphans supported from the fund 
‘were poor children who had lost their parents before, and had been maintained by friends 
nd relations till tho necessities of the time and the opportunity of outside support caused 
them to be temporarily discarded.” : 


46. The total expenditure under this head to the end of October was 
Rs. 13,505, and the number of orphans shown in the returns as relieved was 
8)202. The latter figure, however, is misleading. A large part of itis due 
to the high numbers returned ‘by three districts—Nadia (3,004), Muzaffarpur 
(2,021), and Darbhanga (870). ‘In the first-namod. district many of the réliev- 
ts returned all children as “orphans,” and it was not possible subse- 
quently to. recast the figures, ‘The same mistake has occurred in some 
‘other districts, though to a less extent, The Collector of Darbhanga, 
Mr. R. W. Carlyle, o.nu., has made the following remarks as regards that 
‘district :-— 


ov a Very few orphans have been left dn our hands at the close of the famine, a8 in most 
‘oases relations are Toft who are willing, now that the famine is over, to provide for them. 

___ “ A considerable amount of confusion was caused in the return from the fact that in 
‘some circles all children were put down as orphans under a somewhat inexplicable mis- 
understanding of the term. In other cases the parents receiving relief happened’ to haye 
thought it would be easier to have the children provided for if they were brought up to the 
aieawne (iicoses oxphans, In one thana the Chairman, upon an orphan being brought to 
pic, paid it would be supported, and after the famine sent away to an orphanage: When 
vas announced the orphan turred round to the crowd, where the people were who had 
brought it, and cried for its mother and father, who at once came out and rescued it... This 


stopped further attempts to deceive this particular Chairman in this way. But other places 













children as orphans, “coe + niguaie farther and returned his widows as ; 

and many put down as such all who have lost either father or mother or were with: 

visible means of support. In the former case the Babus seem to have looked up the eauin 

of the word in their English dictionaries, and found it to mean a child who had lost either 
rent, A al inspection of the returns of one large charg, which was reporting 1,600 
2,200 orp on its lists, revealed the fact that out of 7 o 5 in one week put down 

all their children as orphans, the total coming to 1,508. Another circle reported ‘641 


orphans, including 580 widows.” jena 
“There om orphanages in tho district except one under the charge of a German 


Missionary in Darbhanga. He has had a few admissions during the year, and many more 
applications than he could accept, but does not think the number is any larger this yeur than 
e average. But the ouly orphans which were actually supported by public funds were those 


“furnished returns that, ne eal of zovisiom,(" Several. oieles sotarwed oll. nl 


in the poor-houses. These have been treated as the remainder of the children, and so no details 
can be given of their life during that period. Noar Bohera two children were found deserted 


and taken to the orphanage. One died soon alter, and its sister, which had heen a weakly thing, 
‘was quite strong ond lively, and at the close was adopted by a famine officer Many orphans 
were thus found and provided for before the close of the work. But tho number thus giver 
was small incomparison with the total numbers under this head. In Khajoul¥ only 5 orphans 
had finally to be provided for, but the number on the list reached 115 at the end of August. 
Most of them were taken by their relatives. Tho Charge Superintendent affirmed that these 
were all children who were stated to have no father and mother, To actually check this would 
be a useless waste of time. Jt isnot a large number in a thava containing population of 
800,000 people. ‘ 

“ Towards the close of tho work they were gradually disposed of. In Darbhanga a 
Muhammadan gentleman adopted a boy aged eighteen months, who had been in the poor-huuse- 
for some time, but the nurse of the poor-house, a woman who had been admitted as an inmate, 
but was very useful in looking after the youngest children and received the handsome salury 
of Rs. 3 a month for this, flatly refused to let the child go when the order for its adoption 
came. The child too was muck attached to the nurse. ‘The Muhammadan gentleman solved 
the difficulty by tdking the woman into his service: the other orphans deolared their intention 
of going with the nurse too, but they were otherwise disposed of. There has been no lack of 
people wishing to adopt orphans, The Maharajah of Darbhanga kindly offered to see some 
provided for, and Deputy Magistrates, clerks, and duftries have all sought these children,” 


47, According to the Ptr of the Fabs it Ay onataup lait not 
; ’ merely to support the orphans during the famine, 
a  n-, Dul dieo to Sovids for the future pain y of 
those who are not eventually taken over by their natural guardians, or b 
charitable persons or in¢titutions. In Bengal, however, there will be few cal 
on the Fund for this purpose. The true number of orphans was small, as 
already explained; anda large proportion of them haye already been taken 
charge of either by private persons or by various missionary agencies. 
Instances of these are given in the extract from Mr. Carlyle’s report already 
noted. It is not expected that the number requiring to be supported by the 
und will eventually exceed 120 in all. The balance in the ere of the 
Copnaitice is sufficient to provide for these until they reach an age to earn their 
own living. “ 


Oxssecr III. 


48. Tho grant of relief to the respectable poor, the bhadra lok as they are 
Relief of the respectable poor,  /0cally termed, and to purdanishin women and their 
children, absorbed a larger part of the funds 
allotted to Bengal than any other form of charitable relief. His Honour the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal in his speech at the first and only meeting 
the General Committee for the Province, on the 22nd January 1897, bas 
special stress on this form of relief, the need for which he considered more 
pressing, at least for the time being, than any other. The total. amount 
expended under this head was Rs. 8,84,908, and the number of persons relieved 
up to the 3lst October was 194,678. The chief forms of relief’ fou 
suitable in Bengal for tho respectable poor were—(a) gifts of clothing, which 
absorbed Rs. 14,841; (5) the provision of work in various forms, including 
paddy-husking, cotton-spinning, cloth-weaving, and the making of jute stri 
these absorbed Rs. 1,62,505; (c) doles of grain, Rs. 1,27,023 3 (4) doles in 
money, Rs. 5,18,770; and (e) cheap grain shops, Rs, 7,733, Besides these 
there were various miscellaneous forms of relief, of local operation, which cost 
Rs, 64,080.00 td ir iach gpd gt jacana 
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49. The chief expenditure on agus J was incurred in Cha n and 

ae ' Darbhanga, while smaller amounts weceahe sadam 

rpg ed in Nadia, Murshidabad, and Bhagalpur. ‘The 
first-named Committed spent the considerable sum of Rs. 11,721 in providi 

élothing for 2,131 men, 7,818 women, and 2,763 children—12,712 persons inal 

Four yards of cloth were given to each man, 6} yards to each woman, and 3 
yards to each child, Blankets were not given to these persons, In Darbha 

clothing was given to 2,477 persons, and in Nadia, Murshidabad, and Bhagal- 

pur to 1,203, 525, and 645 persons, respectively. The sexes of these have 

not been reported, 
50. The instructions of the Central Committee direct that work given ag 
#: = a form of relief to non-professional persons shall 
Prins Men 3 to non-profes- be shown under Object LII, while work given to 
i agent workers shall be entered under Ob- 
ject IV. It is doubtful whether this distinction rests on any sound basis: but 
even if it be correct in theory, in practice it has been found to result in 
confusion and want of uniformity. An attempt has been made to preserve the 
distinction in the returns; but in the present place it is preferable to deal 
with all relief given in the form of work, irrespective of the class of persons to 
whom it was given. 

51. The chief forms of work resorted to by the Local Relief Committees 
were padd -husking, the spinning of thread, the weaving of cotton cloth 
and silk, the twisting of jute string and rope, and of grass rope, and the 
grinding of corn flour. ; 

62. In Bankura cotton thread was purchased by the Committee and 
advanced to weavers, of whom }37 families received relief in this way. The 
weavers were paid cash wages for their labour, and returned the woven cloth ; 
of the latter a large part was distributed gratis, as a subsidiary form of relief 
to destitute women and children. Part of it was sold, 

53. In Murshidabad, where much attention was paid to this matter by 
the Collector, Mr. Levinge, the relief of the spinners and weavers of coarse 
silk was a en feature of the operations. Many other forms of work were, 
also resorted to. The following extract from Mr. Levinge’s report is of 
interest :— 

“Tho relief of spinners and weavérs of coarse silk, referred’ to in the preceding para- 
graph, is a special feature of the Committee’s operations. These persons aro among the 
poorest of the population of the district, and even as early as’ November last, the abbility, 
of- distress among them was specially brought to my notice. The coarse silk, « called 
matkas, are worn ohiefly in the Maharatta country, but owing to the prevalence of the, 
plague in the Bombay Presidency, the matka-weaving industry suffe an almost total 

@. A's these’ weavers are not cultivators, and have no other means of livelihood,’ the 
distross among them’ was’ very great. Th’ Committee gave continuous employment to. 150 
families of (oonsisting’ of about 700 persons), and through them, directly and indirect- 
ly, to’ 1,200’ spinners. To Mr. Mukhoijee is due the chief credit of the success’ of ‘these 

jorations, indubed the’ weavers to weave coarse silks in imitation of Assam silk 

ies hive been readily bought up both locally and in Caloutta. Tho working of 
go a Carla cere ag hte 
8 @ , } e woven 
. emer to’Rs. Hy aw fe 

54, In Jessoroand Khulna, paddy husking and jute-twisting provided 
work for 2,235 and 188 persons, respectively, most of whom were women. In 
the former district paddy-husking was not found wholly a success for this 

urpose. It is said that many of the women had no dhenkies, and it was 
vigil to get'them to combine two or three together to work them. Jute- 
twisting was more popular, In the neighbouring district of Nadia no attempt 
seems to have been made 'to-require;any kind of work in return for the relief 


. 55. In Rajshahi and Pabna, paddy-husking was provaine. on a large 
scale, und-in the former district advances of cotton thread for weaving and jute 
for twisting were also made. The system adopted was for the Committee to 
purchase-paddy, which they advanced to the worker: the latter husked it, and 
returned a fixed proportion of rice to the Committee, retaining the balance as 
his-remuneration, The rice thus returned was partly used for gratuitous reliof 
either in the form of weekly doles, or as cooked food in the kitchens ; but the 
greater part of it was-sold-in cheap grain shops, of which there were nino, to 
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selected persons, all of whom wore earning less than Rs. 30 per month, on 
tickets swiocang them to receive from one seer to half-a-seer above the market 
rate. The money available was thus used over and over again, — The whole of 
the expenditure has been shown under the head of ‘work supplied to non-pro- 
fessional persons, but much of it really falls under other heads, The total — 
sum expended was Rs. 77,100, 3,098 persons were relieved by paddy-husking 
and jute-twisting ; 8,885 persons received grain doles for an average period of 
& months ; and 700 families received relief through the cheap grain shops. 

In Pabna the arrangements were similar, but on a less extensive scale, the 
total expenditure being Rs. 58,536. In the Dussuria circle of this district, where 
the distress was most acute, the arrangements for the distribution of paddy 
and receipt of rice were in charge of Miss Arnold, a lady missionary, of whose 
services the Collector and the Local Committee speak in the highest terms. 

56, In the Patna Division, Darbhanga was the only*district in which the 

vision of work was seriously undertaken The expenditure amounted to 

8. 2,307, and 3,659 persons received relief.. In Warisnagar jackets made b 

purdanashin ladies were bought by the Fund. In the town of Madhubam, 
cotton worth 2 annas at a time was issued to each woman, who returned to the 
Committeo thread worth 23 annas, and received remuneration for her labour. 
The general system was to issue advances of cotton, or sabai grass, which 
were returned in the shape of thread or rope, the workers being paid in cash. 
Spinning-wheels had in some cases to be supplied to the women. Objections 
were at first raised by the Brahmans to do any work, but they gave way when 
wade to understand that without it they would receive no relief. 

57. In Hazaribagh an excellent system was introduced by the Deputy 
Commissioner, Mr. Herald, Each woman received 18 chitaks of cotton. At 
the end of a week she was expected to return one seer of thread, and 
would then receive 6 annas (subsequently reduced to 5 annas) as wages. 
Part of the thread was sold to the jail: but the greater part was Cdvabnele to 
weavers, who wove it into cloth, being paid at the rate of 44 annas a seer for 
their work. This amount was considerably below the ordinary market rate 
of wages, thus avoiding all risk of competition with regular traders. The 

_ loth thus obtained was partly distributed gratis to the destitute poor in poor- 
houses and on relief works, while a part was sold to persons just removed from 
destitution for the ‘bare cost of the materials. ‘The system afforded a three- 
fold measure of relief—to the women who spun the thread, to the weavers, 
and to those who received or bought the cloth, The arrangements reflect 

at credit on Mr. Herald and his fellow-workers. The Commissioner of 
hota Nagpur has made the following remarks on the subject:— 

“In February the Committee set on foot the very useful system of relief by cotton- 

inning and weaving, already noticed in paragraph 24 of this report. At Giridih the 
in, Dr. Dyer of the Sonthal Mission and Babus Joy Narain Sirkar, Kolyan Si 
and Satis Chandra Sen at the district head-quarters gave valuable aid. Operations continued, 
during the hot weather and rains until they were closed in September, a daily average of 
over 1,400 women of all classes (besides a few decrepit men) being employed during the whole 
of this time in spinning and some 700 other persons in weaving... Rupees 12,427 were spent 
in tho purchase ‘of raw materials and Rs 13,044 in wages.  Maunds 6464 of thread were 
received back from the persons engaged in spinning, of which Rs. 1,006 worth was sold, the 
rest being given out to the weavers to make into cloth, Maunds 4944 of cloth were received 
back from the latter, of which Rs. 6,157 worth is reported to have been sold, and Rs. 5,098 
worth distributed in frée gifts to 5,209 indigent persons at the kitchens and elsewhere, It is 
not clear whether there is any balance of cloth in hand.” 

58. Ootton-spinning was provided also in’ Lohardaga and Palamau, and 
to a certain extent in Manbhum. In the first-named district it did not prove a 
success, as the women were not accustomed to the work, and the sewing of yhulas 
was substituted. In Manbhum also it was not successful, except in the Pokhuria 
circle, where arrangements were made by the Rey. Mr. Campbell to provide each 
woman with a spinning-wheel and instruct her in its use. In Palaman, in addi- 
tion to cotton-spinning, the grinding of sa/éu or corn flour was resorted to 
with great success. The following description of the system adopted is given 
by the Deputy Commissioner, Mr. R. H. Renny, to whose careful supervision 
the success of the operations was largely due :— 

_ The work of. chhatu-grinding was cinducted on the ystem. Small 
advances not exceeding Rs. 2 or Rs. 3 wore given to thedhhatio-geiaure swine this they pur- 
barley, gram, eto. which they pounded into chhatn. It was ascertained that about $ of 
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. “the raw materials wore turned into chhatu and } were in husk and refuse, ' It was found 
that ¢ of the chhatu so manufactured sold at a ‘price sufficient to cover the cost of the raw 

materials; this sy that quantity was sold, and the remaining + was granted as 
remuneration to the chhatu-grinder. Tho earning of each chhatu-grinder \anged from one to 

me and-a-half annas per diem. Women alone Were relieved by this means, On an avert 

586 women were relieved daily for an average period of 91:27 days at a cost to the Committee 
of Rs. 805. This expenditure arose from the Committee electing not to realize advances 

‘made. to women in extreme poverty. The balance of the outlay under this head has all béen 
recovered. It will be observed from the above briet account that this admirably-conceived 
method of relief was very nearly a self-supporting one.” 


59. The largest expenditure under Object III was incurred in giving 
doles in grain or money to destitute persons of 
the respectable classes. “There were onl eight 
districts in which one or other of these forms of relief was not adopted, these 
being Jalpaiguri, Rangpur, Bo, a, and Purnea, and the four non-affected 
districts mentioned in paragraph 2. In Midnapore, Pabna, and Chittogong 
grain doles only were given; in 17 districts money alone was given: and in the 
remainder both forms were em loyed. ‘Ihe largest expenditure was incurred 
nk the following districts, all of which are among those most seriously 
affected :— 


- Doies in grain and money. 


Rs. 
Darbhanga tee abe bee 1,31,005 
Sea se . abe hee wee 
Bhagalpur * tee hae? 461 
Chats at a Ai tee 80,374 
Muza’ ur eee eee tee 65,454 
Shababnd | ig me 8588? 


Khulna tos 17,895 


60. The numbers relieved in each district by doles-of grain or money are 
shown in Appendix D. There is, however, a certein difficulty in dealing with 
these figures. Most forms of. relief, such as gifts of clothing, grants for the 
purchase of seed or cattle, and meals to destitute travellers, consist. each of a 
single payment: and no element of time enters into them. ‘This is not the case 
with that form of ‘felief which consists in the maintenance, for a longer or 
shorter period, of persons who would otherwiso starve. ‘T’o use the words of 
the Commissioner of Patna— Relief from the Charitable Fund has been of two 
kinds, v72., relief which was coutinuing, and that which has been given onco for 
all: thousands have been fed day by day for months, while other thousands have 
received a gift out and out, and have passed off the stage” In these cases, 
& correct idea of the extent ard value of the relief given cannot be obtained 
without taking into consideration the length of time during which each 
person was supported at the expense of the Fund, The instructions issued b 
the Central Committee enjoined that the number of separate individuile 
relieved, for whatever length of time, should be shown, irrespective of the 
length of time each was in receipt of relief, with the result that a traveller who 
might have received a single meal would appear side by side with a purdanishin 
lady, who might have been wholly supported by tlie Fund for six or seven 
months. To avoid so misleading a result, the Committee have endeavoured 
to show in their returns, under the head of perpons relieved by grain and 
money doles, the average monthly numbers relieved in each district. In all 
the districts chiefly affected, this has been done. In some others, however, 
the district returns do not admit of such a calculation: and to this extent the 
provincial totals must be regarded ag only approximate. 

61. Each District Committee had to consider whether grain doles or 
money doles were best adapted to the circumstances, The advantages and 

isadvantages of each method are thus stated by Mr. Carlyle, Collector of 
Darbhanga :— 


“Upon the first point most Committees decided in favour of cash payments. The 
measons given were various; in large thanas, where there were many centres of relief, and 
but few European officers in charge, the cash system was the simplest. 

“In Warisnagar, however, with four main centres, the distribution of rice was 
decided upon, as there wore European gentlomen to supervise the work at each centre ; each 
too had a kitchen, aud by buying lar Wann, ‘grain for both kitchens and gratuious 
relief, much peculation wos prevent here close supervision is possible, the distribution 
of grain is preferable, but it requires very careful watching, as if the grain is bought in largo 
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“quantities baniahs, unless checked by Europeans direct without native subordinates, con- 

iderable cat the i of am 4 will be embezzled in many cases. When the charge © 
to allow of constant check by the Chairman or some members of the Committee, 
eonstant a! were prevalent. Thus grain could be bought by the Darbhanga seer weigh- . 
ing 83 tolas and distributed by the Calcutta seer of 80 tolas, This difference was, I am 
afraid, often considered by the native subordinates too trifling to appear in the accounts. A 
aharpand unscrupulous man could also always manipulate the native scales to weigh a seer 
Jess or more in twenty seers than there should have been. . 

“Phe distribution of money on the other hand, even if supervised as closely as the 
distribution of rice, was open to the objection that the og er upon going home with their 
weekly pittance were often robbed. A man who came to take the dole of a sick person or 

mashin generally demanded one anna out of seven annas, and this could not be avoided, 
often as not the poor soul who received the money direct, perhaps a blind old man or 
cripple, would be pounced upon by tho chaukidar or punch of the village, and one or 
two annas taken from him. A person wa’ king back with his dole of rico was not open to 
gach danger. The punch or emer 76" ager take enough for his present wants, but he 
th each of a dozen le of his village. $ 
oe it Madhubani Town the’ Sub-Committes decided that grain was proferable to 
money, as most df the people were in debt, and when a few native gentlemen were all of the 
same mind, it was plain that they foresaw how, if money was given, the creditors would 
obtain it by fair moans or foul; the recognised that it was not one of the objects of the 
Fund to drag people out of debt, but to help them in time of famine. 


62. The arrangements made for selecting suitable cases, for bringing the 
dole to the hands of the recipient, and for ensuring that the relief granted 
from the Fund should not overlap that given by the State were substantially 
the same in all districts, though differing in minor points. The following 
extracts from the report of the Collector of Champaran exhibit the working of 
the system in a district in which the arrangements were very efficiently 
managed :— 

“As almost all the gentlemen referred to were Hongeery ae eee ve as = 

. of Government agencies, the relie inistered by the 
rete Te re 4 Fund and that i by Government was prevented from over- 

z ut, and measur.s adopted to lapping, and at the-same time maintained close touch with 
prevent overlapping. each other. The objects to which the ea grarited by the 
Charitable Fund was to be devoted were clearly defined ; and as soon’as the local Committees 
were in full working order, the Government relief officers abstained from taking on to their 
lists, or retaining on them, individuals and families of high caste and xa pone a status, and 
instructed’the members of local Committees to relieve all of this class whom they had found 
deserving of it. The exclusion of such people from the Government lists prevented all over- 
lapping in the administration of relief, The Hindu castes that were considered primd facie 
Aeserving of relief from the Charitable Fund instead of being compelled to accept it under 
Government arrangements were respectable Brahmans, Babhans, Rajputs, and Kayasths, the 
female members of whose families almost always live in ‘seclusion. In addition to these 
Muhammadans of good status and Hindus of other respectable castes, who occupied a position 
of consideration in their ey epson ya relief from the Fund if the purda system 
obtained in their families. all cases, of course, the primary qualification was their 
destitute condition. It was not: difficult to comply with this condition. It is an admirable 
trait in their character that the self- of Hindus of the castes referred to makes them 
ey to accept public. charity in any form. The difficulty indeed has been to 
induce to relief than starve, and much tact had to be displayed in dispens- 

it. It was for this reason that every possible endeavour was made to enlist the aid of non- 
gentlemen in administering this form of relief, and that the regular famine officers of 
Government were not at firet associated with it in any way. The comparatively small number 
relieved under Object IIL of the Fund—26,108 at the maximum period, ora daily average 
throughout of 7,003—indicates that this form of charity was dispensed with careful discrim- 
ination, and test enquiries made in the'villages by auditing officers appointed by the District 
» Committees show that relief has been limited to eligible individuals. At the same timo ‘it 
would be an unjustifiable inference from the apd the numbers to argue that relief was 
not brought within the reach of every fo -mog need of it. Tho vital statistics of the year 
show that, making full allowance for cholera having been much less than usual, the mortality 
of the whole period during which famine has prevailed has not been above the normal. ‘Tho 
remarks I haye mado apply to relief granted under Object III. Precautions of a similar 
nature were taken which prevented orphans receiving relief simultaneously from Government 
and from the Fund. Comforts granted under Object I were given only in poor-hou and 
sey 4 ‘] gi y ses, 
‘under the direction of the Government Medical Officers in charge of these. Dociateaee under 
Qbject IV were all granted by Government Relief Officers, who prepared the lists of recipients 
simultaneously with those of persons who were to receive loans Seas Government for similar 
Eesroees, as will be explained more fully in discussing relief under that head in Part ILL of 
report. All this relief given in this district from the Fund was purely gratuitous. From 
my knowledge of the working of the measures adopted, I have no hesitation in giving the 
assurance, that the rations of the Fund and of Government in no way overlap and 
that both systems at the same time maintained close touch with each other. ae 
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“Tho main form of the relict given to the: néspectable Peatbed bits the Of cash 
Pte doles ques families and individuals sclocted it The 
amount thus expended was Rs, 9,702-10-1, and with this 


an average of 7,008 persons were relieved every month at a cost of 1-6:5. per mensem, 
oes pies per diem. For the most part the 8 werd made monthly, but Obs Todt’ Com- 
initteo gave them weekly and other two fortnightly. "The arrangements ther Which this form 
of relie was administered have been described already in ph 18 of this report, The 
District Committee instructed local Committees that a fair rate to go by would be to give up 
to Rs. 2-8 a month for an adult and Re. 1-4 fora child as a maximum, omitting from the 
culation child: ore 5, where there were one, and that in a large family an allowance 
Re, 1-8 a head all round might suffice. ie Nein mae as has been stated, works out 
to Re, 1-6-9, so that tho instructions issued must have beén followed. I may mention that 
ini ‘the case of every Committce where rélief under this head has not been - given under the 
‘nal supervision of a Horopean planter living in'the midst of those who rocoived padre 
auditors, specially appointed by the District. Committee for the’ purposé, have the 
ists and amounts shown in the accounts as distributed, and in every case the accounts rendered 
were proved correct by the admission of the recipients. In the case of one local Committee, 
however, many of the recipients at first acknow edged @ sum less than what was in the 
accounts; but it was found that they had misunderstood a notice. that had been issued 
shortly before that those who had received Govérnment loans would have to pay up this 
year; and when the auditor went round next ’day to correct this impression, the true amounts 
were acknowledged.” ae 


63. Cheap grain shops were opened in Patna, Saran, Rajshahi, Hazari- 
bagh, and a few other districts. In A pendix F is 
given an extract from the report of the Collector 
of Saran, Mr. Chapman, containing a clear and interesting account. of the 
Chapra cheap grain shops. Theses were under the personal management. of 
Mr. Mazharu Ha ue, Honorary Secretary of the District Relief Committee, to 

whose care and indefatigable attention their marked success was mainl due, 
64. Of the miscellaneous expenditure recorded under Object II, it is suffi- 
pi iture under Cent to say that for the most part it consisted 
eet aegis ge ** of relief given to persons who would have been in 
receipt of gratuitous relief from the State, had such 

relief been organised in the districts where it'was concerned. 


Cheap grain shops. 


Osseor LV, 


65. Tho expenditure under Object IV, though large in itself, bears a smaller 
proportion, 41‘6per cent., in Bengal to the total expenditure than in’ other severely 
affected provinces. The reasons for this aro'two.. In the first place, the mortality 
among the cattle in Bengal, whether from disease or from want of water and 
fodder, was happily less than elsewhere, and the grants required for providing 
the cultivators with fresh cattle were comparatively small. econdly, some delay 
was occasioned in consequence of the different views held by the. Provincial 
Committee and the Central Committee as to the propriety of giving relief under 
this head in the form of charitable loans. Acting on the recommendation of 
the Commissioner of Patna, the Committee authorized the employment of their 
funds in this manner with the view y of sifting out undeserving applicants 
and partly of lessening the risk of demoralizing the people by wholesale gifts 
of money. The intention was that loans, carrying no interest, should be granted 
from the fund to cultivators who had come to the end of their resources, and 
had no security, or only insufficient security, to offer, and who were there- 
fore not eligible to receive advances from Government under the Agriculturists’ 
Loans Act, but who nevertheless. were not without a reasonable expectation 
of being eventually able to repay» the money, In such cases the Provincial 
Committee held that to grant relief in the form of a charitable loan, rather 
than in that of an out and out gift, would enable the recipient to preserve his 
self-respect, and was a truer form of charity than if the money were given him 
outright. The Central Committee, however, took exception to the proposal, 
mainly on the ground that loans were not in accordance with the purposes. for 
which the fund had been established... The discussion which ensued occupied 
so much time that eventually, in July 1897, to avoid further delay the Provin- 
cial Committee decided to grant no more loans for the future, leaving each 
Divisional Commissioner to exercise his own discretion in respect of those loans 
which had already been issued. Partly Swing to this regrettable delay, and 
partly to the disinclination of many district officers to make gifts where loans 
would have been preferable, the total sum spent was less than it would other- 
wise have been. 
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66. The chief forms in which relief was given under Object IV were He “ 
the provision of work for professional labourers and artizans; (6) grants “e 
the rebuilding of houses; (¢) grants of money (and in a few cases, in kind) to 
enable cultivators to seed-grain and plough-cattle; @ oans for the 
same purpose; and () valedictory doles. The first of these has been dealt 
with in paragraph 51 of this report, and the second is not important. 
67.. By far the largest expenditure was under the head of grants fot the 
urchase of seed and cattle, which absorbed 
ax{tants for the purchase of seed Re 590,965 out of a total of Rs. 8,09,947. “It 
was largest in Darbhanga (Rs. 1,54,438), Saran 
(Rs. 1,29,147), Muzaffarpur (Rs. 1,02,329), and Champaran (Rs. 87,531); and 
was aleo considerable in Nadia and Jessore. The number of payments. mai 
in these four North Bihar districts was 23,482, 32,040, 29,857, and 16,883 
respectively ; each payment represents the relief given to one household, and 
the number of individuals who benefited thereby was at least five times as 
eat, 
es 68, The administration of this branch of charitable relief, and also of 
the grant of charitable loans, was conducted through the agency of Govern- 
ment officers to a greater extent than was the case with any other form of relief 
from the fund. The chief reason for this was that, before the time came for 
the issue of gifts or loans for the purchase of seed and cattle, enquiries had 
been proceeding for some time into the applications submitted everywhere for 
advances from Government under the Agriculturists’ Loans Act ; and a great 
mass of information had thus accumulated in the hands of the district officers. 
This information to a great extent governed the grant of relief froth the 
Fund: and it was manifest that it could be more expeditiously and efficiently 
applied by the District Officer at first hand than by the Relief Committee at 
second hand. The Committee are again indebted to Mr. Duncan Macpherson, 
Collector of Champaran, for the following clear account of the system observed 
in selecting suitable cases and distributing the money. 


“The principal expenditure of the fund has been on object IV (aid given to those 
iniiiatinars on safe TY teabiey ne i ail bi enable them hi ge a me - Hee again), 
. ie.) t took three forms—(a) grants for purchase o -grai 

epee tre se ee (Rs. 87,531-5-4), (2) valclioies aie doles to those who 
were in receipt of gratuitous relief from Government or the fund (Rs. 21,062-10-11), and 
(c) assistance in rebuilding houses destroyed by inundation (Rs. 304), The total amounted 
to Rs. 1,08,898-0-3. All relief on this object (except a few grants to the respectable poor 
made by the Bettiah Committee) has been distributed under the personal supervision of the 

officers of Government, who also prepared the lists of digie recipients, 
More than six-sevenths of the seed grants was distributed in the end of May and 
evsiesa ‘during Juve, the time when seeds for the rains crops and 
\¢) Grane ™ . winter rice is required, and 70 per cent. of this was given 
(1) For thadof and aghant seed. oat in the Hardih and Bagaha thanas in the north of 
Bettiah, where the people were in the worst plight of all. Elaborate arrangements were 
made for ascertaining who were fit recipients for this form of relief and for distributing the 
grants.. The work was entrusted to the Government Relief Superintendents and their assist- 
ants, who were all either gazetted officers or of equivalent. status. These officers were at the 
same time charged with the preparation of lists of persons who were to recei\e loans from 
Government for similar purposes, and the enquiries were conducted simultaneously, In 
each village, in consultation with the principal residents and others: who knew their cireum- 
stances, a list was prepared of all on the rent-roll, except those who were excluded as being 
sufficiently well off or able to procure loans from private sources. ‘This list was prepared in 

three parts :— 
(i) Cultivators unable to borrow privately, but from whom there. would be a reason- 
able prospect of recovering the grants, and who had seourity to give for this. 
(ii) Cultivators unable to repay loans or to give sufficient security, but who bave not 
had to resort to relief works. 
_ (ii) Cultivators who were reduced to earning a living by coming onto relief works. 


Class (i) were to receive loans from Government. Classes (ii) and (iii) were 
receive donations from the Charitable Fund, but as it was wands at Har time the 
arrangements were made that the Bengal Committee had approved of a recommendation 
of the Commissioner that a large portion of these grants should be given by way of loan, 

“instructions were issued that those in class (iii) should be given to understand that they 
would be liable to repay the grant without interest, when they might be able to do 80, and 
an acknowled ent to this effect was to be taken from them, Eventually, however, 
classes (ii) and (iii) were put on the same footing, all receiving out and out free grants, 
The were distinguished only in view of the proposals understood to bo pending. 
The result is that no loans at all have been granted from the fund in this district; Careful 









« were laid down by mo for adequate enquiry by & Tesptasible officer, for regulation 
of the maximum sums to he given for payment of the granti in his immediata presence, » 
and for the submission of detailed lists of payments vouched dor by a couple of leading 
residents of the village concerned; and I am in a position give the assurance that the 


whole of this money has been properly expended on the object for which it was granted, 
It is true that the auditor deputed by the Bengal Committee Prt to it that my instruc. 
tions had not been obsesved by the Bettiah Local Commit ; but such grants were 
not; made rea its egency at all, and what the auditor referred to were a very few 
cases in which the Bettiah Committee supplemented the monthly dole to the respectable 
poor by special grants to enable them to procure seed, It is important that I should metition 
this matter here to correct the unfavourable impression the Seliior's report no doubt created. 
Altogether 16,883 heads of cultivating families have received seed grants from the fund, the 
payment to each mt oe | only Rs. 5-2-11, so that the instructions issued limiting the 
grants to what was absolutely necessary were rigidly complied with.” 


69, Charitable loans were chiefly given in the Chota Nagpur Division 
and in the distriets of Khulna and Monghyr, and 
a ee aggregated in all Rs. 1,10,249, ‘The experienced 
Commissioner of Chota Nagpur, Mr. Arthur Forbes, ¢,8.1., who paid great 
attention to the subject of loans, has expressed regret at the decision of 
the Provincial Committee regardin, them, the reasons for which have been 
briefly explained in paragraph 65. Tn Appendix G will be found an extract 
from Mr. Forbes’ report, which contains some instructive criticisms and sugges- 
tions: The Committee are of opinion that Mr. Forbes’ remarks should receive 
attentive consideration if charitable relief should be undertaken on a future 
occasion. 
70. The system observed in Lohardaga, where about Rs. 25,000 were 
advanced in the form of loans, is described in the following extract from the 
report of the Deputy Commissioner, Mr. Streatfeild :-— 


“Charitable loans under object IV.—The grant of the Provincial Committee has 
been of the greatest use in this district, As already noticed in section (4), the bulk of 
the grant has been advanced in the interior through the agency of missionary and 
other gentlemen. Rupees 26,425-14 have been advanced in all’ to agriculturists, but as 
accounts have not been received for Rs. 1,500 disbursed by the Munsif of Lohardaga, 
Rs. 24,925-14 only have been shown as disbursement in the statements A and B, 
Out® of this amount only Rs. 4,994 were advanced at head-quarters. The following is 


(1) Care should be taken that loans in no case exceed the actual requirements of the 
borrower for the sowing of his own land. (2) Loans should not be made to those who have 
means to buy seed-grain, or sufficient credit to borrow such means on reasonable terms. 
(8) An agreement should be executed by those taking loans in a form prescribed by me (a 
copy of it is annexed to this cM hb stipulating that the loan would be recoverable from them 
under the Public Demands Recovery Act. No other security has been taken, as the loans 
have been as a rule givon in small sums. They have been mado repayable on or before the 
31st January next. In the case of loans distributed at head-quarters, enquiries were made by 
Government officers before the loans were actually granted. Lately when the sowing season 
had passed, these loans were given for the snpport of cultivators during the agricultural 
season, As I have observed in my report on Government famino operations, the great 
advantage of the Relief Fund loans was this, that I was not bound by strict rales as to their 
distribution, and was therefore able to distribute them through missionaries and other loval 
sources, thus saving the applicants from a tiresome and oe Journey to Ranchi, at a 
2time when they had scarcely the meaus to live at home, as well as a troublesome enquiry by 
a Government officer and a long wait for the money. I found it impossible in this district to 
distribute the sums placed ‘at my disposal in free gifts, or even in loans withort interest, 
The people are quite incapable of distinguishin, tween grants from Government and 
those from charitable funds, and those assisted y Government would have been unable to 
understand why they were granted less vety terms than others relieved from the Fund, and 
would have given me difficulty in collecting the sums due from them. . I was therefore 
compelled to grant all loans from both sources on the same terms. In collecting sums due to 
the Reliet Fund the greatest leniency will of course be shown, and to ensure that no unneces- 
sary harassment is caused to the debtors of the Fund, I propose to collect, as far as possible, 
through the gentlemen who originally paid out the loans,” ° 


71. In Khulna, where over a quarter of a lakh of rupees was advanced, 
the loans are said to have been very useful in extending the cultivation of 


aus rice and thus shortening the Bre of distress. The following extract from 
the report of the Collector, Mr. Vincent, is interesting. 


_ “The advantages derived from this wise step were immense, Aus paddy used to be 
grown in very small quantity in the affected area, and though there were lands fitted for 








ak ‘vation tt opt fallow, -- When it iven out that loans would be given’ 
cia enlieveton Tish al orsp, people were enthoaieatie and commenced to ti ‘andl 
with the result that not Tose han three times the land which used to be oulti in ordinary 
years was sown down, Hyén, those to whom no advances were given. cai the contagion 
as it were, and brought their lands under cultivation. Tho effect was that, when the: ng 
paddy came into the market, prices became easier and the pinch of distress was alm 


over,” . 


; form of relief under object IV was suggested by the 
if * nil ain, Commissioner of ties and ecaplived mainly in 

eenachien the affected districts of the Patna and Presidency 
Divisions, and the Manbhum district. This was the grant of a small sum of 
money, usually Rs, 2. head for adults, to each person who was still in receipt 
of gratuitous relief in any form at the close of the relief operations. These 
payments were intended to enable these poor people to live, with the help of 
such charity as their fellow villagers could give them, till the ripening of the 
next harvest, or till they found some other means of earning a living. The 
also served incidentally another purpose, by marking the end of outside. relieb, 
in a manner which was recognized and understood by the people. 

73. One special item of expenditure may be noticed in this place. This 

, is the grant of sums aggregating Rs. 50,000 to the 
frie Ctenenng eer Chittagong district for the relief of sufferers by 
the cyclone of the 24th October 1897. By this calamity a tract of 193 square 
miles of country was submerged by a storm-wave ; the growing crops over a still 
larger area were almost totally destroyed ; all houses and personal property 
were wrecked, and great numbers of cattle were drowned. The Joss of human 
life is not yet accurately known, but is believed to exceed 10,000. Imme- 
diately after the occurrence, His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal 
requested the Committee to place funds at the disposal of the local authorities for 
the relief of the sufferers; and during the following fortnight grants, amount- 
ing in all to Rs. 50,000, were accordingly remitted to the Commissioner of the 
Division. No detailed accounts have yet been furnished of the expenditure 
incurred, but these will be incorporated in the final balance sheet. Expenditure 
of this kind does not fall strictly under the head of famine relief, but the 
Committee were of opinion that the subscribers to the Fund would approve of 
the application of the money to the relief of sufferers from such a calamity 
as acyclone; and this view has also been accepted by the Central Committee. 

74, The present report covers the whole of the operations of the Fund in 
Bengal down to the 31st October 1897. By that 

sali aed at date, charitable relief had come to an end every- 
where, oxongt in Champaran, Manbhum, and to a very small extent in one or 
two other districts. It is therefore not proposed to issue any further report. 
All that remains to be done is to settle outstanding claims; to withdraw from 
the District Relief Committees their unspent balances, except such as were 
specially subscribed for district expenditure; to transfer to the Local Govern- 
ment the funds to be applied to the future maintenance of famine orphans ; and 
to refund any surplus that may remain to the Central Committee, 
necessary steps have been taken for these purposes, and it is probable that. the 
final es sheet of the Bengal Branch of the Fund will be issued at avery! 
early date. 

75. Of the blessings which the Charitable Relief Fund has carried to the 
people of this province, it is not necessary to say much. It. has fulfilled the 
purpose for which it was raised. It has lightened the burden of suffering in 
w ocaties of simple homes, It has stretched {out a friendly hand to thousands 
who held aloof from the colder and more formal charity of the State. And if 
the gratitude of these has not been loudly proclaimed, it is none the less sincere 
and abiding.. The donors of this munificent charity need feel no fear that theit 
splendid gift was unneeded or unwelcome, or that it has failed to bring forth 
its full fruit in due season ; 
for p in charity there is no excess, neither can angel or man:come in danger 
by it. 

y 76. In conclusion, te, jominttion Nee to express ae appresiaticn of 

; e services of the numerous ladies and gentlemen 
Acknowledgment of vervice: == ho have assisted in the nididisiotention of the 
Fund. Their acknowledgments have already been expressed in paragraph 23 











of this to the Commissioners of Divisions for the care and jud 

with which the funds placed at their disposal wero distributed; ail frncnt 
ticular their thanks are due to Mr. J. A. Bourdillon, C.8.1., Commissioner of 
Patna, who in the midst of pressing anxieties and overwhelming duties yet 
found time to actively supervise the management of charitable relief. Their 
thanks are also due to the Collectors of all the affected districts, and especially 
to Mr. Duncan Macpherson, o.1.¥., of Champaran, Mr. R. W. Carlyle, o.1.5., of 
Darbhanga, Mr. Earle and Mr. Chapman of Saran, and Mr. Hare and Mr. Maude 
of Muzaffarpur, each of whom, as Ghatresay of the local Relief Committee, has 
been the mainspring of action, and guided the proceedings throughout. 

They also desire to acknowledge the great services rendered by the 

tlemen, both official and non-official, who have discharged the duties of 

onorary Secretaries of the respective Relief Committees, and es ecially by 
Mr. Mazharul Huq and Babu Raghubans Sahai of Saran, by Mr. H. Wheeler, 
c.s.,. by Mr. J. M. Wilson of Muzaffi ur, by Babu Sri Nath Gupta of Khulna, 
Babu Shiva Nandan Prasad Singh of Monghyr, Babu Nagendra Nath Sarkar of 
Bhagalpur, Rai Jadu Nath Mukerji Bahadur of Hazaribagh, and Dr. R. M. Banerji 
of Paiamau. : 
Lieutenant M-F. Harding, 19th Madras Infantry. |. Their thanks are also due to the 
GR, Casells, 86th Sikhs, Military Officers who were em loyed on 
” Be ee aa ae en cavalry famine duty, and in particular to Lieutenant 
ia HL. ‘ nfantry. 
» WM Grimley, 20th Panjab In- en te pa ae other gentlemen margin- 
antry. ally noted whose names have been singled 
ee eee ne een by the District Officers for bonbershis 
»  B. B.G-Strong, lst MadrasLancers. mention on account of the excellent service 
» 8. EK. B. Bice, 86th Sikhs. which they rendered as Chairmen of Com- 
mittees or otherwise, 

Very valuable aid has been rendered in many districts by the members, 
both ladies and gentlemen, of various missi ry bodies, Among these may 
be mentioned Miss Arnold of Pabn, Dr; tod Drs, Morrison of Rajshahi, the 
Rey. Dr. Dyer of Giridih, the Rev. A. Campbell of Pokhuria, the Rev. D. G. 
. Flynn, the Rev. W. Norman, 8.s., the Rev. F, Hahn, and the Rev. W. Kiefel 

of Lohardaga. The Committee also desire to express their obligations to the 
following gentlemen who have rendered very useful and active service in con- 
nection with the famine operationg:—Mr. Allen Peppe, Manager of the Chota 
Nagpur Estate, Swami Akhananda of Murshidabad, Babu Tarini Pershad of 
Robyn, Monghyr district, Babu Lutchmi Pershad Singha of Sakarpura, 
Monghyr, Mahashoy Tarak Nath Ghose of Bhagalpur, and Mr. E. Milne of 
Jagdispur. 

a Commissioner of Patna and all the District Officers of North Bihar 
have referred to the great assistance rendered by the indigo-planters, who 
in spite of a disastrous indigo season, and notwithstanding the great losses 
entailed on them as landlords by the famine, nevertheless spent large sums 
on relief works, and devoted a great deal of time and energy in assisting in 
the administration of relief and in supervising the operations of the Fund. 
The gentlemen whose names have been specially brought to notice by the 
Commissioner are Mr, G. R,. Macdonald of Moniara, Mr. Tl’. R. Filgate of 
Bahrauli, Mr. H.H. Macnamara of Ramkola, Mr. J. Rutherford of Cheyton 
Pursa, Mr. H. Murray and Mr. W. H, Christian of Bagaha, Mr. C. Still ¢ 
of Ramnagar, Mr. F. A. Hudson of Seraha, Mr. G. H, Dalrymple Hay of 
Jagaolia, and Mr. Hay Webb of Muktapore. 

The list of zamindars, merchants, pleaders and other private gentlemen 
whose services have contributed to render the operations of the Tund successful 
is so long that the Committee cannot attempt to single out any names from 
among those who are most aa a mentioned in the divisional reports. A 
list of these is given in Appendix H. To one and all of these, and to very many 
other gentlemen, official and non-official, Kuropean end native, in all ranks and 
conditions of life, the warm thanks of the Committee are due, for the time, the 
labour and the energy which they have ungrudgingly devoted to the work. 


E, N. BAKER, ; W. H. GRIMLEY, . 
Honorary Secretary. , Chairman, 


The $ 1st Januery 1898. 
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~~ APPENDIX A, 


Statement of the objects to which private subscriptions may legitimately be devoted. 

Government fully acospts general responsibility for saving the lives of the perple in 
tracts in which famine prevails; and it is essential that private charity, while workin 
side = side with, should not interfere with or overlap the operations which are organi 
for this purpose. There is, however, — scope for its exercise in supplementing these 
operations, in miti ating suffering, and in re ieving distress which falls just short of abso- 
lute destitution. "Gapesully Private contributions might usefully be expended on the 
following objects :— 

Firstly: in supplementing the sutsistence ration which alone is provided from public funds, 
by the addition of smal comforts, whether of focd or of clothing, for the aged or tnfirm, for the 
patients in hospitals, for children, and the like. 

As “nploys of the public purse, and in view of the magnitude of the calamity, Govern- 
— is obliged to limit its assistance to what is absolutely necessary for the preservation of 
8. 


Becondly : in providing for the maintenance of orphans. 

Every famine lenves behind it a number of waifs who have lost or become separated 
from those who should be responsible for them, and for whose maintenance it is necessary to 
provide till they are of an age to support themselves. 

Thirdly : in relieving the numerous poor but respectable persons who wiil endure almost 
any prication rather than apply for Government relief, accompanied as it must be by official 
enquiry into, and by some kind of test of the reality of the destitution which is to be relieved. 

The feeling of the sacredness of the “ purdah ” or domestio privacy is intensely strong 
in India ; and it is most difficult for any official organisation to reach, or even to ascertain 
with certainty the existence of, distress of this nature. 

Fourthly : én restoring to their original position, when acute distress is subsiding, those who 
have lost their ail in the struggle, and in giving them a fresh start in life, 

., Tho peasant cultivator may often thus be saved from losing his holding, through sheer 
inability to cultivate it, and from sinking to the position of a day-labourer, 





APPENDIX B. 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE FOR BENGAL. 


Hon’stx 0. 0. Srnvens, c.s.1., 
succeeded by Chairman. e 
Hoy’stz W. H. Grutzer, 


Hon’ble Sir G. C, Paul, x.c.1.z. 
Mr, A. H. James. 
Maharaja Bahadur Sir Jotendra Mohan Tagore, x.c.s.1. 
Hon’ble C. W. Bolton, c.s.1. 
»  M. Finucane, c.s.1, 
Maulvi Abdul Jabbar, Kuan Buhadur, c.1.5. 
The Hon’ble Mr. Justice Banerjee. 
Sir. P. Playfair, c.1.x, 
Mr. C. E. gtr 
Hon'ble Mr. Allan Arthur. 
Babu Nalin Behari Sirear. 
» Gonesh Chandra Chandra. 
Hon’ble Norendro Nath Sen. 
Hon’ble Mr. M. O. Turner. 
Mr. J. G. Womack. 
Nawab Syed Amir Hossain, c.1.x. 
Hon'ble Rai Durga Gati Banerjee, Bahadar, c.1 x, 
Mr. W. R. Bright. 
Babu Sitanath Koy. 
Maulvi Muhammed Yusuf, Khan Bahadur. 
Mr. 0. H. Moore. 
> G. Laurie Johnstone, 
Maharaja Sir Narendra Krishna, Bahadur, x.c.1.x. 
: Hon’ble Surendranath Banerjee, 
Raja Show Bux Bogle. 
Mr. W. D. Cruickshank. 
» R. D. Mehta, 
Hon’ble Guru Prasad Sen. 
» Rai Isser Chandra Mitter, Bahadur. 
Mr. T. W. Spink. 
Babu Kali Nath Mitter. 
Rey. H. Whitchoad, 
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APPENDIX 0. 


Ps ‘roular No. 1, dated Calcutta, the 20th Jantiary 1807, rit 
fom—H. N. Baxex sa. Honorary Secretar) , Benga Mi AY RRBUIFE Com- 

mittee of the Indian Famine Buactatte Halt { ; 
To—The District Magistrate or Deputy Commissioner of i vino 
I am directed by the Exesutive Committee for Bengal, of.,the Indian Fan ‘Charitable 

Ay) Urhwonny gid) outs a wi Belial Bundy huaneie yng en i 

"Resolution :—That the meoting recognises the fact ceedings,.of &, PUdNoc, Meeag, eld ] Cnt 

«gets ee sch edgy the. 14th, ant over whe, bis Baegllen 
famino-siricken diteictsat India, euch reli ain the Viccray presided, and at which. the, 1 \- 
dengan to Trt iegaee’ wot vlbetlY Re radoquitel ly on ote yaa ap that, reas iy 
and wil doubt- 


ni Oe 





subseri oe, sauna be. te an “ew berber t the ress 
1 riptions should invi rom eo we “Go nA 
f ftrroujthout this éouhtry, and contributions from abroad hen ADOT 1p fhe puplia pr 
be thankfully received. f ess Lave, eT PAT YAEL PM FM ous vise 
ean erie pin mecting accepts the stato: . 2. At, the instance, of the 6 , 


‘ Mikent ‘of the objects to which private subscriptions Wi. * 
may logitimat-ly be devoted, ad set forth by Govern Conaitiee wi deh wag AEDSNA un a 
ORO 








u 
_mant 10 tho. Gesete of India ot tho 9th Januars, of the two egolutions, re bo, 0. mi 
iii reaping chstedhel.on the 22ad_ingtant,, under, th 7 
resolves that a General Committee composed of tho of His Honour the Lieutenant- of 
firing gotemen: Tesppoite, cis Dorr cher Bengal, at which it was resolved to form & Pro- 
mittee to administer the Fund, " -vincial Committee for Benga', compos d of the 
—— - gentlerhen named in enclosure A of this letter; 
; : _ and an Executive Committee composed of the 
ag oy named in enclosure'B was appointed to administer the Char.table Relief Fand 
in Bengal. 
3. The Exeontive Committee for Bengal would now réqt st that steps may be take: 
ého formation of Looal Committees in each district of the Province, oo for "the erm alge 
subscriptions to be administered by those, Committees, in, a rdance with the principles 
approved by Government and accepted by the Central Committee. Enclosure A contains 
the names of gentlemen resident in your district who are.on, the: Provinéial’ Committee, who 
it is thought may appropriately be invited to serve on the Local Comihittee: for ( : ) 
with any others who may. be. co-opted by them. . It -will be . understood ‘that this list is a 
nucleus only. The Executive Committee have no doubt that in fhe distiict ‘of ( 
there are many other gentlemen of good position who -will be willing, to serve, and they 
regard it as important that the co-operation of. all such should be Secured, in onder that the 
Local Committee may be as strong and representative as poasible. . Ini thelopinion of His 
Honour the Lieutenant-Governor, in which the Executive. Gomimittée fully conour, the 
Local Committee should be essentially non-official in charactér, and ‘this stiduld be borne in 
mind when determining its com ion. It should; howéver, be dssodiited with the district 
and subdivisional officials. This is considered desiruble in order to entire that funds supplied 
by private charity shall not interfere with or overlap the operations of Government ys 
who are respousible for doing all that is necessary to. save the’ lives of. the péople in tracts 4 
which famine prevails. The Executive Committee hope that no’ time rhity: hé lost in arrang- 
ing for the appointment of a Local Committee for ( .. YinDacvordance with fo 
suggestions, and they request that, when this has been done, the names. of ithe gentlemen of 
whom it is composed may be.communicated to them. Any chatiges in’ its dom paition from 
time _ a bein be egg re hs rin ‘ 
. In ition to the oval Committed for the district, it-will._ fobabl® i 
form one or more Sub-Committees to deal with aibdividbae’ oe, otha anal esa the i 
a point on which your experience and the views of the leading: rédidénta vill be. th . is 
ide If you should consider this course desirable, the same prindiples which hav ee 
aie in ee of Sa Be Dr a should, sutatis mutandis; eatghacevell. The 
x a Yr . . . * 7} = 5 
tr id Committee wou glad to be informed what’ cours is’ dedided-on in this 
%. As soon as the Local Committee has been intad ait) i destenble : 
should be called, at a wae early date, at which po ould teats vot OE aR, 
hold in the machinery for dispensing charitable relief, the .dbjects.’ with: which it h sheen 
formed, and the principles to be ,obserwéd by. it-in. the di pecbt ite functi it has - beer 
connection, your attention is invited to enclosures C and D.of this letter. 1) ions. In this 
contains a sketch of the organiz tion which has been devised. far. the..¢ Ttedtiee a dete 
tration of private subscriptions : the second is a statemént Of “ths ob in and edminis- 
subscriptions may legitimately be devoted. ‘id Objects’ fo which private 


Tt 








° Vide list annexed, 















* ho p oh hich it in proposed to establish Local Committees are 
(a) the raising of subscriptions, and i? the detailed administration of the relief funds raised 
f private charity in concert with local authorities. With Bid tothe former. the 
ive Committea suggest that subscribers should be informed their subscriptions 
can be devoted (i) ‘to the needs of all parts of India which may be distressed, or 
(it) specially to meet the needs of the province of Bengal, or of any particular district 
or area. His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor has expressed the opinion that, having 
regurd to the circumstances of the case, it is .preferable that subscriptions raised 
in Bengal should be applied to the relief of distress in this’ province, and the 
Executive Commiltee desire to endorse this view. Effect will, however, be given to 
any wishes that may ba expressed by individual subscribers in this matter. The local 
knowledge and influevee of the District Committee should be invaluable in inviting sub- 
soriptiors and admin stering the funds; and the executive Committee rely confidently on 
their assistancs in muking tne appeal successful... The anthority of Government has been 
obtained to depositing all sums received in the district treasury to credit of an account to be 
entitled the “ ‘E ) Branch, Indian Famine Charitable Relief Fund.” An acecunt 
thould be submitted st the ond ‘of vach fortnight, beginning from the 1st Vebruary 1897, in 
the form Lereto unnexed achat E), showing the am unts collected from time to time, 
Exch Committee shonid keep a register in a suitable form, showing separately ail sums 
aeovived by it under eacn of tue three heads of enclosure E, and the corresponding remittances 
tothe Executive Committee, ani other expenditure. At the end of each fortnight, all sums 
designated by the subscribers as devoted for the needs of India generally, or to those of the 
peenene of Bengal, should be remitted to the Excoutive Committee by Remittance Transfer 


+ The fands to'be administered by the Local Committeo will consist of (i) subsorip- 
fions designated by the donors as intended for the roliof of distress within the district: and 
(ii) sumsallotted by the Bengal Executive Committee; The objects on which these fnnds may 

roperly be expended are set forth in enclosure. D of this letter and are four in number 
t is considered that the Local Committeo should have a freo hand in the administration of 
these funds, and ‘there is no intention to dictate any course of action, beyond laying down the 
«neral injunction that the prinviples formulated in enclosure D should be observed. I am 
directed, however, to invite specia’ attention to the third clause of the enclosure, which runs 
as follows, viz:—“ In relieving the numerous poor but respectable persons who will endure 
almost any privation rather than apply for the Government relief, accompanied as it must 
be by official inquiry into and by some kind of test of the reality of the destitution which is 
to be relieve i.” His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor and the Executive Committee believe 
that, in present conditions, the funds at the disposal of the Local Oommittee can be most usefully 
luid out in this manner, and I am to suggest that peptice tions for aid under the three other 
permissible heads may properly be deferred until the Gommitteo has dealt with all reason- 
able claims on behalf of the respectable poor, and of purdah ladies and other persons who, 
by the oustom of the country, are unable to apply for Government relief. 

8. In order to onsure that, as far as possib le, no case of these kinds shall be overlooked, 
T am to suggest that each member of the Local and Sub-Committees should be invited to 
take personal charge of a suitable area, and that he should arrange to visi', either in person 
or through some reliable agent, every village in such area at frequent iutervals. For this 
purpose, the Committee will, no doubt, be ablo to enlist the sorvices of members of Local 
and District Boards and Union Committees, members of panchayats, and the like. Tt 
cannot be doubted that such Visits will bring to light many persons whoso caste, usages and 
foclings preclude the application of a labour test-- women of good family and others—who 

i in great, though silent, distress. In dealing with cases of this class, the Local 
Committes may find it advisable to provide light forms of employment, such as spinning, 
weaving, and the husking of rice, occupations which can be carried on in the people’s own 
homes. In some cases, relief might most conveniently take the form of solling grain, undor 
due ‘precautions, at less than cost price. This system should, however, it is considered. only 
be sparingly resorted to. Grain chould nut, of course, be sold in -this way to the public 
geaerally, Pat only to persons of the class described in this paragraph, i.¢., to the respectable 
poor and to ladies, who, in the opinion of the Local Committee, are unable to asme on to 
the State Relief Works. 

9. The extent and intensity of distress vary in different districts of Bengal, and are 
greater in some places than in others, If your district is amon those which are more 
severely affected, it is probable that whatever sums may be subscribed within it, and more, 
will be required for local expenditure, Tf, on the other hand; it is happily among those 
which are more fortunately cirenmstanced, the Local Committee wil » it is adi recognize 
the justice of setting free much of what they are able to collect for the relief of more pressing 
necessity elsewhere. Kven in those districts which are least, affected by the failure of the 
rains, the high range of prices must be the cause of some distress, and occasious will still arise 
for the issue of relief in the manner described above, 

10 In addition to the ieuy statement of subscriptions collected (enclosure BE), 
the statoments in the annexed forms F and G should be submitted at the end of each fort- 
rt beginning from the Ist February next, hese are required for transmission to the 

ul Cc ittee. 


i ly opportunity should be taken by euch Local Committes to appoint 
oe Mie, operant 2 Secretary, and » who will be alk hy 
eeping ged the — accounts, for submitting the prescribed returns, und muking 
, isbursemen| : 



















Sheth of the Grpanioction which ie angestd for the Collepion ak Administration af 


¢ 


private Subsoriptions. 


(1) A Central Committee, to be termed the Indian Committee for the provision and 
ad General 


ministration of charitable relief, to be established in India. The 
Committee to be unlimited in numbers, and nominations of representatives 
from each Province likely to be affected by famine to be invited. 


The General Committee to nominate an Executive Committee consisting of not 


more than members to undertake the avtual administration of the 
business of the Committee. 


The head-quarters of the Committee to be at Caloutta, The functions of the 


Central Committee will be— 
(a) to receive moneys transmitted from England or other countries, and also 
moneys that may be subscribed in India for the general parpeers of the 


Committee, The fund so created to be “The Indian Famine 
Charitable Relief Fund, 1897;” 

(2) to apportion these moneys between the different Provinces ; 

{c) to arrange, in concert with the Government, the system upon, which 


charitable relief is to be applied. 


(2) A Committee to be formed in each Province, which will receive the moneys appro- 


tioned to that Province by the Central Committee, and also any moneys 
subscribed specially to meet the needs of the Province, will distribute these 
moneys to Local Committees, and will generally direct the action of the Local 
Committees. ‘The Provincial Uommittee will act in concert with the Local 
Government, and will be responsible for seeing that the money allotted by the 
Central Committee is na on the declared objects of the Fund and with the 
approval of the Local Government. ; 


(8) Local Committees to be formed as the Provincial Oommittees may determine. The 


detailed administration of the Relief Funds will be in the hands of these Local 
Committees acting in concert with the local authorities. 


(4) The collection of money in England to be in the hands of a Oommittee or other 


~~ agency which will be set on foot in such manner as the Secretary of State may 


deem advisable, 


ENCLOSURE E. 
Statement of subscriptions collected. 


Eanes spine in vu district for the needs of India generally, and, remitted, to 


‘a) Up to date of last;report, 
2) Since date of last report, 


IL.—Amount subscribed for expenditure within Bengal only and remitted: to the Bengal 


Exeoutive Committeo— 


re) 
(a) Up to date of last report. 4 
(?) Since date of last report. 


TIL.—Amount subscribed for expenditure within the district, and oredited in tho ‘District 


Up to date of last . 
(3) Siow date of lat roprt. 








Recrirts. DispurseMents, Rs. jal. 
1. Opening balance Expenditure under heading 
2. Remittances from Bengal 1 of th yeroee D, if any 
Executive Committee . Expenditure under 
8. Recoveries (if any) by yep red if any 
sale of manufactures diture under hi 
and otherwise | . 3 of enclosure D 
4. Local subscriptions for Expenditure under heading 
expenditure ‘to meet 4 of enclosure D, if any 
Other expenditure, if any ... 














Total . Total 
FORM G. 
Provincr oF 
Statement of Persons receiving Charitable Relief, chargeable to the Central Relief Fund, 
for the fortnight ending 


Average daily number of persons receiving relief under heading _I (if any). 
Ditto ditto . ditto 5 


1 

2. II (ditto), 
3. Ditto ditto ditto Ui 

4, Ditto ditto ditto IV (if any). 










; — D. 


Tsprax PAMINE CHARITABLE RELIEE pnp, 1807.00 hh 
ight gaan Provincial Commit‘se for Bengal. UE bia D ones te. oa 
Xo. Cis Arouet ftom the ommanornent of Sere to sm October 1807. 


5. Miscellaneous— 
15,18,769 0 0 








riptions for the 


directly by, cr | 
to, the ddd 


by Distriet 
toes for their own 


d by Diatiist 
trees and remitted 


Rs. 
0,959 2 6 (a) Provincial Committee | 2,289 
(d) Disiriot ‘ommittees .,, 24,694 





26.888 1 10 et | 
19,46,460 8 9 6 ot 
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APPENDIX D.—continued. 


Of each district in the Province of Bengal, including Caleutia, fom the 
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APPENDIX E. — 


Btatement of Subsoriptions realised in the Province of Bengal from the opening of the 
Sund to the 81st October 1897. 
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APPENDIX F.- 
An euiract from the report of the Collector of Saran, No. 240F.0., dated 24th 
¢ November 1897. 


“10, Th grain ge were in the Chapra town from the 20th J 
tha 104 abe il a at them at two seers per eed cheaper than i er 


rate. average num relieved at them was 848, and included not 

inhabitants of the town, but residents of villages ms a radiusof 6 to.8 miles, Fi yA 

most dis tracts in the district. Their oranslaainon was as follows, 

“11. | They were managed by a Sub-Committeo of six members. The shops were opened 
the 29th June 1897 with a capital of Rs. 10,000. Subsequent purchases were made with 
areca The total quantity of rice purchased was 6,161 maunds 7 seers 1 chitak for 

Res. 29,851-6. ‘The total pee of rice sold was 6,161 maunds 7 seers 1 chitak. The 
cost pace thereof was Rs, 17- and their sale-proceeds Rs. 24,221-10-3. ‘The Joss to 

\ the Committee, amounting to Rs. 6,196-2, nts the amount actually given away in 

icf. Sales were allo at the rato of 4 chitaks for each child, 8 chitaks for each woman 

. and 12 chitaks for each man per day. The number of in the families relieved, 

1896, consisted of 4,308 males, 5,189 females and 3,938 children, total 13,385, 

“12, The applications for purchase were made to the Chairman of the Sub-Committeo 
in a printed form, ee AY the name of the applicant with residence and profession, (2) 
number of males, females and children to be rflioved, (8) quantity of grain required by them 
for their daily use, and (4) reasons for their seeking relief in this shape. ‘The application was 
to contain a report of a icipal Commissioner or of a member of the Relief Upramitien or 
of some gentleman residing near the applicant’s honse as to the correctness of the statements 
made therein. In case of applicants residing in villages, the report was made by tho pune 

dev zamindar or Government Circle Officers. Most of the applications were again enqui 

to by the Chairman or some member of the Sub-Committeo. 

“13. If the applicant was found fit for relief, a pass was issued to him, and his name 
segintered in a regi kept by the Chairman, which contained the name, caste, profession 
and residence of the purchaser, the quantity of grain he would be allowed to scales every 
week, the uumiber of males, females and children for which the purchase was allowed, the 

me of the shop from which the pamhaee would be made, the number of the shop register, 
the date of issue of the pass and the Meneture of the Chairman. A pass was then granted 

to the applicant under the signature of é e Chairman, showing the number of the 4 

name, caste, profession, residence of the purchaser, the quantity of rice he was allowed to 

purchase every week, the name of the shop from which he was to purchase, and the number 
of the shop register, At each shop also was kept a register called the shop register, which 
showed the names of the purchasers, the ey they were allowed to ates every week, 
and their number in the register kept by the Ohairman. A sale-book was kept at each shop 
in which the quantity of grain sold and the price received were entered. © entries were 
totalled every evening. Another book, called ‘the Jama Kharach Bahi (register of receipts 
and nditure), was also kept at each shop, in which were entered the quantity of rice 
petire toe se § from the goladar by the shopkeeper, the quantity sold during the day, and 
ride ved, 
Me 14, The establishment for the grain-shop consisted of a goladar on ‘Rs. 15 a month, 
four chaukidars on Rs. 5 a month, three clerks (one for each shop) at Ra, 8.a month, and 
shopkeepers on Rs. 8a month. ‘The goladar kept accounts with dates of the grain por- 
aes ott of te aren wiven, fp the shopkeeper for sale. Every evening the ar took 
from the shopk the sale, of the day after examining the sale-books, and gave 
them reclipta tor the money. © goladar then remitted the money to the Chairman, who 
ted a receipt for it. Chairman entered the amounts in his cash-book, and remitted 
any riodically to the Secretary, who deposited it in the treasury. - 

“15. When 4 purchaser went to a shop, he presented his pass to the clerk of the shop. 
The clerk compared the pass with his , and entered in the pass and in the 
sale-books the date, the quantity of rice the purchaser wished to buy (not being more than 
he was allowed to buy), and the price, The purchaser then went to the shopkeeper, and the 
shopkeeper sold the quantity noted on the pass on receipt of the price thereof. Although 

could buy at one time the whole quantity allowed to m for a week, many of 

could not afford to do it. Many twice and thrice a week and somo twice 8 
day. The last class of purchasers generally belonged to the labouring classes.” 





. APPENDIX G. 


An extract from the Commissioner of Chota Nagpur’s letter No. 1890F., dated 8th January 
1898, to the Scoretary to the Government of Bengal, Revenue Department. 


“Phere was for some timé considerable uncertainty in of the conditions under 
ents should be made to distressed cultivators from the allotments hy the Char- 

d, and in the end an unfortunate decision was come to, viz., that all payments 

should be made either in the aly se loans, without security or interest, o1 8 ‘ 


which 
itable Iu 


free and unconditional gifts. ere can be no doubt that a much more useful manner 
applying this money would have been in making advances on exactly the came terms as to 
fatorest and liability to as in the case of ordinary Government loans, with the instruo- 
tion to district officers added that close scrutiny into the validity of the security offered need 
not be made, and that cations should not be rejected merely on the ground of the 
soourity being doubtful, and: with the farther proviso that all recoveries should go to a) 
“reserve fund” for the bers of such cultivators as might, in the end, be found to be unable 
to repay their loans from the Government fund, and were therefore liable, under the rules, to 
have distress warrants executed against them. An enlarged scope for charity wovld thus be © 
offered in saving insolvent debtors from being sold up; while there would be a distinct advan- 
tage in the district officers being able to make advances from Government funds with greater 
freedom and rapidity (an important point), with the knowledge that he had this reserve at his 
back. Government would probably also feel itself justified in making more literal allotments, 
without fear of injury to the interests of the general taxpayer. Moreover, there would 
be a decided advantage, from an administrative point of view, in all payments being made in 
the first instance on one and the same system and with similar conditions attached, to say 
nothing of the demoralising effect likely to be caused by the inevitable scramble for 
free gifts. In the result, the disbursing officers found themselves much embarrassod by the 
diversity of practice which was insisted on. The hope held out of getting relief uncondi- 
tionally necessarily acted as a direct incentive to the fraudulent concealment of real 
circumstances, and a new difficulty was thus created. It was not reasonable to su 
that the disbursing officers could discriminate in the rush of ce and without 
time to test the numerous claims for exceptional treatment, and there can, I fear, be 
little doubt that a considerable portion of the charitable subscriptions have gone to 
ms who could have repaid, at least in part, without any hardship, and that others no 
or not so well off have had to be denied. Amongst the unsuccessful applicants there 
was naturally much pevenaening: They could not understand there being any differ- 
ence in the treatment of cases, and it was not possible for the disbursing officers to avoid 
making mistakes. ‘the fact is that the decision referred to required the test to be made at 
‘the wrong time. The merits of each case of the kind cannot be foretold by instinct. The 
only practical test, where applications are numerous and time is short, is the after-test, Viz., 
when recover) proceedings are taken; and it needs, I think, little demonstration to show that 
if tke charitable grants had been used in the manner suggested, the combined funds (Gov- 
ernment and charitable) wonld have gone much further, and with more equal results than 


was possible under the restrictions imposed. Advances could have been made with liberality 
and rapidity, and the application of the test at the time (i.¢., in the shape of 
recovery proceedings) would have resulted in the distribution of the charitable allotment 


exactly when if was needed and without any waste. I am glad, however, to say that the 
E mewel Pi of the grants to this Division had been disbursed in the manner suggested before 
: orders had been received, ‘To those who prove to be unable to repay in whole or part, 
the necessary remissions will be made; and the recoveries will be used in saving other insol- 
vent debtors from being sold up.” . 





sprue I. 


Lists eg Merchants, Pleaders and other 3s have 


contributed to render the operations of the ee seca 


Burpwan Division. 
Burdwan— 


Dr. Jagabandhu Mittra. 
Babu Hera Lall Barman, 
» _Rakhal Dass Banerjee. 
Mr. H. Walmsley, o.s. 
Babu Monomohun Singha. 
» Harendro Kumar Ghose. 
» Banka Bihary Singha. 
» Purna Chandra Sen, Civil Hospital Assistari'. ¢ 
Raja Bun Behari Kapur. 


er: 


Mr. Ri 
Babu Nilratna Mukerjee. 
Dr. Fleming. 


Bankura — 


Rai Bhuban Mohan Raha Bahadur. 
Bobu Kulada Prosad Mukerjee. 

» Denonath Dey. 

», Binode Biary Mandul. 


Midnapore— 


Mr. K. B. Dutt, Barrister-at-law. 
Babu Bhuban Chandra Banerjee. 


Hooghly— 
Rai Lolita Mohun Sinha Bahadur, 
Preswency Divistn. 
24-Parganas— 


Babu Upendranath Sahoo. 
The Sacvatanie Raj Family. 
Babu Mani Lall Banerjee. ~ 
Hon'ble J. Pratt, os. 


Murshidabad— 


cae 
. Malcolm, o n ry. 
» Keogh, of djaptir Postory. 
» Stenhouse, of le. 
Babu Charu Krishna Mozumdar. 
Mr. Mukerji, of Berhampore. 
Jossore— 
Maulvi Mahommed Hadeque. | 
» _ Apsaruddin Khan Chowdhury. 
Babu hacen Lal Bose. 
» Bholanath Ghose. 
» Bhuban Ananda Chakravyarti. 
Taruk Chandra Sen. 
Radha Charan Roy. 
» Kedar Nath Sikdar. 
», Abinash Chandra Sarkar. 
» Kali Prossanna Sarkar. 
» Durga Sankar Sen. : 
yay sg Abul Fazel Monaim, zamindar’ of Mifzatugur!: 
Babu Kali Das Ghosh. 
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Rassnani Division, 


Rajshahi— 
Mr. Fraser Forbes. 
»> W. Renwick. 
Babu Akhay Kumar Maitra, Pleader. 
», -Bhuban Mohun Maitra, Pleader. 
» Horo Kumar Sarkar, indar. 
Maulvi Syed Tuffuzal Hossein. 
ee 
u Hari ee, 
» Lal Behari Bose, 
=i e y Krishna Banerjee. 


Mr.‘N. ©. Ghosh, Silk Planter of Durgapur. 

Babu Kedar Nath Madak, Assistant Surgeon of Nator. 
Dina‘pur—- 

Swami Trigunatila, 
Rangpur— 

Babu Pria Nath Maittra. 
Pabna— 


Babu Kali Churan Sen. 
» Gopal Chundra Lahiri. 
» Nagendra Nath Sanyal. 
» Hari Mohun Lahiri. 


Dacca Division, 
Dacca— 
Nawab Sir Ashanullah, Khan Bahadur, x.c.1.8. 
Raja Rajendra Narain, Rai Babadur. 
Babu Lal Mohun Saha Banikya. 
Mymensingh— 
Maharaja Kumud Chandra Singh, of Susang: 
Rai Radba Ballab Chaudhuri Bahadur. 
Babu Dharani Kant Lahiri. 
Mr. R. I. Dundas. ‘ \ 
Babu Umesh Chandra Chakravarti. 
» Devendra Bijay Bose. 
» Bipin Bihari Chatterji. 
» Chandra Sekhar Kar. 
5» Hem Chandra Chowdhry, of Ambaria, 
Maharaja te Kant Acharjya. 
Babu Jagat Kishore Acharja Chaudhuri. 
Rai Jogendra Kisho:e Rai Bahadur. 
Srimati Biswaswari Debi, 
Srimati Jahnavi Chaudiurani, and i 
Srimati Bindubashini Chaudhurani, of Kagmari, 
Nawab Sir Ahsenulla Bahadur, of Dacca. 
Rani Hemanta Kumari Debi, of Patia. 
Maharaja Jagadindra Nath Rai, of Nator. 
Faridpur - 
Babu Satis Chundra Das. 
Babu Ambika Charan Mozumdar. 


Ourriacono Division, 
Noakhali— 
Dr. Vipina Chundra Ray. 
Babu Jashoda Kumar Roy. 
» Rajoni Kanta Aich. 
The Sub-Man of the Bhalua Estate. 





aulvi Janat Hooda Khan. 
Mr. Sharfuddin, Barrister-at-Law. 
Munshi Surjya Kumar. 
Babu Guru Chakrabarti. 
i pcan Narain Sinha, 
Gaya— 
Maulvi Mohiuddin Biiread: 
Mr. W. J Howard, Barrister-at-[ aw. 
ny AL ae ditto, 
». N. Shah, ditto. 
Babu Uj ve Chandra Mittra, Pleader. 
Maulvi Khairat Ahmad, Pleader. me 
The Mohunt of Bodh Gaya, : 
Mr. R. Corydon. 


Shahabad— 


Mr. F. H. a C8. 
» E. Mylne, of ispur. . 
Babu Mathura Nath Banerjea, Pleader. 
™, Ps mcwy: uj Sahai, Pleader and Zamindar. 
ian Maharani of Dumraon. 
Pete Mabanand Sahai. 


Saran— 


Babu Andh Behari Saran Misser. 
Mr. F. F. Lyall, os. 

» Lister, c.s. 

» Coutts, cs. 


Champaran— 


. The Maharani of Bettiah. 
Babu Krishnadhan Mukerjea, 
Maulvi Wahiduddin Haider. 
Mr. T. M. Gibbon, o.1.x. 

» J. R. Lowis 
The Motihari Resah of ~ Theosophical Society. 
Babu Audh Bihari Sara 
Mualvi Muhammad Thrakim. 
Babu Ganendra Nath Bose. 
ue Bees Bahadur Rana. 
P. W. Smith, of Seeraha. 

a Me Boxwell. 

» J.B. Wood, cs, 

»  H. Coupland, o.s. 
Baba Sarat Chandra Chatterji. 


Musaffarpur— 
Babu Vishvanath Pershad Mahta. 
» Ranji Pershad. 
» Ambika Pershad. 
Rev. H. Jackson. r 
Maulvi Ali Mirza, 
_Darbhanga— 
Mr. Blackwood, os, 


ot Umapada Bose. 
Mr. Wright, of Khajauli. 
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Maharaja Sir Ravaneshar Prashad Singh, meray, of Gidhour! 


Babu Tarini Proshad, of Rohini. 
> Lachmi Prashad Singha, of Sakarpura. — 


Bhagalpur— 
Mahasay Taraknath Ghose. 
Maharaja of Sonbursa, 0.1.8. 
Raja Shib Chandra Bannerji. 
Babu Tilakdhari Lal. 
Malda— 
Babu Hari Nath Palit. 
», _ Rati Kanta Chowdhury. 
Mr. J. R. Hollow. 
Babu Raj Narain Mukerjee. 
» Sarat Chandra Roy Chowdhury: 


Sonthal Parganas— 
Babu Girish Chundra Dey. 
Dr. Kelly. 
Babu Chundra Narain Gupta. 
Rai Sital Chandra Nihar Bahadur. 


Orissa Drvisioy. 
Cuttack— 
Babu Gopal Bullub Das. 
» Braja Vurlav Hazra. 
,» ‘ara Prosonno Acharjee. 


Puri— 
Babu Haris Chundra Ghosh 
» Sosi Bhusan Ghosh. 


s 


Cuota Nacrur Divistn* 


Hasaribagh— 
Mr. Clair Smith. 
» A. W. Warde-Jones, 

Babu Seo Sahai Lal. 

», Suresh (hander Das. 

» Krishna Chander Ghose. 
Dr. A. H. Nott. 
Akhauri Brahma Deo Narain Sing. 
Babu Narendra Kumar Ghosh. 

» Adharkeli Mukherji. 

» Kalyan Singh. 

» Jay Narain Sarkar. 

» Satis Chander Sen. 
Maulvi Wahiduddin Ahmed. ~ 
Dr. K. Kennedy, of the Dublin Mission, 
Babu Aghore Nath Chatterjee. 


Lohardaga— 


The missionaries and pastors of the Ranchi 
of the Roman Catholic Mission in Chota 


A tied 


Anglican Midsion ond the mistunariee 


The missionaries and pastors of the Gormanriiednglivaly Lutkieran (Gossner’s) 


Mission in the Lohardaga district. 
Mr. R. O. Roy, Barrister-at-Law. 


Bara Lall Mirtunjoy Nath Sahi Deo, of Palkote.. 


Rai Naba Krishna Rai Saheb. 
Babu Sarada Kumar Aikat. 

» Durga Charan. 

» Abinash Chandra Mitra. 





Manbhum— 


Babu Prosonno Kumar Dey, retired Assistant Surgoon. 
» Kojani Kanta Sirkar, Pleader. 


Babu Mohini Mohun Ghosh, Pleader, 
» Nalini Mohun Sanyal, 
» Kali Pada Ghosh. 





REPORT ON THE STATE OF THE SALT MARKET FOR THE THIRD 
QUARTER OF 1897-98. 





No. 181B., dated Calcutta, the 14th February 1898, 


From—E. V. Levins, Esa., Offg. Secretary to the Board of Revenue, LP. 
To—'Tho Beoretary to the es kal of Bengal, Financial Department. : 


I am directed to submit the following report on the state of the 
Sant. salt market for the third quarter of 1897-98, 
— comprising the months of October, November and 
Tas Hor'stx Mn. W. H. Gaottry. PD combor 1897. Ms 
2. The quantity of salt of every description cleared during the quarter 
under review amounted to 25,138,815 maunds, as compared with 28,27,693 
“maunds in the previous quarter, and 24,40,628 maunds in the corresponding 
uarter of the previous year; and the net amount of duty levied. thereon was 
ihe. 58,09,049 against Rs. 66,79,141 in the previous quarter, and Rs..57,12,378 
in the corresponding quarter of the previous year. In all cases fractions are 
omitted. 
8. The quantity of locally-made salt removed from the golas in Orissa 
during the quarter under review, and the quantity which remained in store at 
the close of the quarter, are shown in the table (1) below :— 











Tasie I. 
1 2 

Pari. 

Mds. 
Bajance at the close of the previous quarter... 6,67,926 

Manufactured or added during the quarter me Last 
Total -_ 6,67,926 
© Sold during the quarter ae na 6,256 

Wastage ory ae eae ooo ev vw hosene 
Total ie 6,265 
Balance at the close of the quarter ,., oe | 662,671 


‘The total sales of locally-made salt during the quarter under review 


amounted to 5,255 maunds, as compared with 4,100 maunds in the previous — 


quarter, and 9,272 maunds in the corresponding quarter of th previ re 
4,’ ‘The subjoiued table (Li) shows in detail the jarpuaseegs tite dees poet 
of Calcutta and the total clearances of sea-imported salt during the quarter 
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5. Table IE shows the quantity of sea-imported salt remaining in the 
warehouses at the close of the quarter under review, as compared with the 
results of the previous four quarters ;— 



























Vance IIT. 
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6. The despatches of salt from Calcutta by water and the three railways 
passing the several pass-stations into the interior of the country, both east 
and west of the river ‘Hooghly, as well as the despatches by steamers and 
flats during the quarter under review and the corresponding quarters of the 

two years, are shown in the table (1V) below:— 


‘Taste IV. 
















<7, The quantity of salt despatched by ‘the East Indis 

Fem D hae y gent p a 

- amounted to maunds and 30 seers, | 4 

sa ne 3 #15 90 noted in the margin, against 2,623 papaya aa 

December + “74920 10 seers in the previous quarter and 11,991. 
Total sae 1,498 80 maunds and 10 seers in the corresponding quarter 


———— of the previous year. 
8. The quantity of saltpetre salt removed from the refineries during the 
ers on payment of duty amounted to 4,640 maunds, as compared with 
137 maunds in the previous quarter and 6,982 maunds in the corresponding 


quarter of the previous year. ‘ 
9. ‘The shipments of Liverpool salt for the port of Calcutta, according to 


the published market reports, were as follows :— 


Tons, 

October te abe ohh 138,709 
November ce sas nee, 6,430 
December ‘ei oe tou 86,230 
Total see 56,360 


It is reported that two sailing vessels were en route for Calcutta at the 
close of the yes with 5,600 tons of salt from Hamburg. 

10, Table V shows the average wholesale price per 100 maunds of 
Liverpool and other deseriptions of salt during each fortnight of the quarter: — 
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Fortnight Fortnight Fortnight Fortnight Festnigt Fortnight 

Description oF SALT. ending 16th ending Sist | ending 16th | ending goth | ending ending Silet 
October 1897, | October 1807, [November 1807,|November 1807.|December 1597,| December 1897, 
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11. The following table (VI, shows the quantity of sea-imported salt 
admitted into bond and cleared from bond and shipboard at Chittagong 
Narayanganj, Khulna, Balasore, Chandbali, Bhairab Bazar (Mymensingh) and 
Thalakati (Backergunge) during the quarter under review, and the correspond- 
ing quarter of the previous year :-— ° 


Tasctx VI. 






AvMirrep Into Bonn, 

Description of salt. Third Third 

quarter of ot 
raven. | aso, 

















Mops. 8, © 
verpool s,s meme wee tee 64,516 
Chittagong ss of a aed eet 7,250 2 8 
ow | Ditto fly these * edb ban, 1paET =: ae 11,860 0 0 
open Rio Rn ree neta. ise 0 0 
u on eno bee wee we phe 22,000 3 ° 
~ we ee wr ee ene 43,076 0 0 
pn A 
‘Total 1,13,839 0 0 | 2,038,039 1,87,752 12 0 2,607,153 0 @ 






No transactions in sea-imported salt have been reported for the quarter 
e ite : ; 
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THE EMBANKMENT AND DRAINAGE REPORTS FOR THE YEAR 1806.07, 





No. 2397, 


Government of Bengal. 
IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT. 


Irrication. 


Dated Caleutta, the 18th February 1898. 


RESOLUTION. 


Reap— : 
The Embankment and Drainage Reports for the year 1896-97, 

The expenditure incurred during the year on embankments and drainage 
and other miscellaneous irrigation works in Bengal, which are not dealt with 
in the Canal Revenue Report, is shown below :—- 


Rs. 

I,—Embankments, Class A, in Orissa — ..., --- —-:1,04,544 
Ditto, do. B, Schedule D, and other Govern- 

' ment embankments pag 1,76,846 
Ditto, do. O, maintained under contract ... 99,861 
Ditto, do. D, maintained by annual appor- 


tionment of charges noe <eo 16,718 
II.—Works carried out by Civil Officers in Government 

or temporarily-settled estates ... ad 28,891 
1I1.—Works un en under the provisions of the 

inage Act =. 3 we 19,652 
IV.—Drainage works carried out at the cost of Govern- 

‘ ment ar igi ett a eH his eee 9,267 * 

V.—Drainage works carried out un e En! ment 

Act we wy eee hed 1,44,924 

Total ~ we.  6,00,708 


2. I,—Embankments maintained by the Trrigation Depariment.—The public 
embankments in Bengal are divided into two classes— 
1st,—Embankments the property of Government which are maintained 
_. at the public expense. 
2nd.—Embankments maintained by Government officers at the cost of 
the persons interested. 


4 In the first class there are— i 
A.—The embankments in Orissa which are maintained under Act 
5 XXXIT of 1855. ; 
B.—The embankments enumerated in Schodule D of Act VI seg yr ‘ 
' 1873, among which are included those of the Burdwan Raj 
estate taken over by Government in 1804, and some additional 
lengths which have at various times been added to the schedule . 
cath the provisions of section 43 of Act II (B.C.) of 1882, as 
also two small embankments in the Pabna and Bogra districts. 


In the second class there are— 
_ @—The embankments of which the cost of maintenance is recovered 
from the persons intsrested by the payment of a fixed annual 
charge under a contract extending over a term of years not 
exceeding 30, as provided for in sections 63—68 of Act II 
 (B.C.) of 1882. : Sada es.> 
- D.—The embankments of which tho cost of maintenance is recovered » 
from the persons interested by an annual apportionment of the 
actual charges. 








Embankments A in Orissa are also, for departmental purposes, further — 
classed as follows :— Hi 


Class I.—Capital or Canal embankments constructed and maintained as 


of the Orissa Canal system and intended to be above 


igh flood-level. : 
Class II.— Agricultural embankments on large rivers above 
Oak Ased tev ad to be maintained permanently at their 


ev 
present height. : 
I—! of local importanee, such, margins embank- 
Ache greece canal embankments which will probably be 


eventually abandoned. fea: 
i¥.—‘mishetiiwoste of doubtful utility and harmful effect which it is 


undesirable to retain. ‘ 
»  V.—Embankments which have been abandoned and are not repaired. 


The capital embankments, Class 1, are not treated of in this report. 
8. ieastie of embankments.—The lengths of embankinents in each class are 


shown below:— 


Embankments, | Lengths, 


1 ah a 


»” 














Embankments the property of Government maintained, at the public 


expense— 

ig A,—In Orissa sae aag <n tee 

Class B:—Schedule D and other Government embankments... 

Embankments not the property of Government maintained at the cost of the 
sons in - 

‘a Class C.—Maintained under contract ... oes are yy) 

Class D.—Maintained by annual apportionment of charges se 





Total for 1896-97 sme | 2,222 8,781 
Total fur 1895-96 +. | 2,219 38,280 





Difference (increase) oe 8 601 





* In addition to thoso there are 168 miles of effective Rood banks maintained in connection with the Orissa Canals, 


In Class A embankments there was no change.. : 

Jn Class B embankments there is an increase of 1-mile 4,911 feet.. In the 
Hooghly district there is an increase of 2 miles 1,539 feet, while in tho Midna- _ 
pore district there is a decrease of 1,908 feet. These alterations in the lengths, 
wong found by, remeasurement of the embankments made during the year. Y 

“In'Class C embankments there was no change. } 
age | Gems D embankments there is an increase of 1 mile 870 feet. This 
inca yds’ caused by the addition of the Daudpur embankment, along the 
But Gandak river, in'the Muzaffarpur district, 
ne “$, Ploods,—In the oe ae t=} ve of ey ee 1896 the 
ari Tiver was very high. e highest reading of the gauge at Naraje 
was 92/10, which is just the same as the highstt ramoes oa floods of 1872 
and 1892. The most striking feature of this flood was its unusual duration 
which caused a considerable number of breaches, and put under water 
areas of country which are protected from ordinary floods. ‘Ihere were also 
very high floods in the Brahmini and Byturni rivers. Several breaches occur- 
red, but the damage done to the canal works was not serious. 

In the South-Western Circle there were several floods, most of which were 
of ordinary character, The floods which occurred in the Cossye river at the end 
of August were high, and did considerable damage to the marginal embankment 
on the right bank of the Midnapore Canal below Panchkura, and brea the 
Kherai embankments. Considerable damage was psy als to the Ame 
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embankment on the Kaliaghyo river by the waves caused by a strong north wind 
during the floods of July—Avgust 1896. The Selye river was in high flood in 
- t, and several breaches occurred in its embankments. The flood in the 

Wile Tisors was abnormally low, and caused no serious damage to the embank- 
ments. In the Bhagirathi river the highest reading ‘of the gauge at Berhampore 
on the 27th August was 25°33, which was nearly 6 feet below the hizhost recorded 
food level in 1890. ‘Phe floods in the Hooghly river were of ordinary nature. 
There was a very high flood in the Damodar river on 22nd July, which did 
considerable damage to the spurs and embankments on its right bank. Tho 
erosion of the Bidyadhari river at Bansra continued throughout the year, and it 
appears that the Kastern Bengal State Railway line will have to” be retired 


\ farther back. ‘There were no floods in the Haldi and Panchpara rivers. The 


Mutai and Subaraarekha rivers were in high flood, and the latter badly damaged 
the Bhograi embankment, which the flood of the Burrabollong river was not 
above the average. 

In the Northern Circle there were no high floods in any of the rivers, 

In the Sone Circle, the floods being of ordinary ¢ aracter, very little 
damage was done to the river protectiye works, and no breaches occurred in 
any of the embankments, 

5, Original works.—There were no original works undertaken or executed 
in the Orissa, Sone, and Northern Circles during the year. In the South- 
Western Circle, the only work started was the construction of a retired line of 
embankment at Bhagwangola at an estimated cost of Rs, 1,835,610. Two miles 
only of the embankment were taken up as a famine test-work and carried out 
by piece-work contractors with local labour. As the rates were too low and 
the scarcity was not so intense as to compel the villagers to undertake the 
earthwork at such rates, little progress was made with the work, 

6. (a) Ordinary repairs.—The cost of ordinary repairsto the Government 
embankments in the Orissa Circle was Rs. 33,975, against Rs. 40,210 in the 
preceding year, showing a decrease of Rs. 6,235. The average of the nine 
years ending 1895-96 was Rs. 64,320. In the South-Western Circle the 
expenditure incurred under this head was Rs, 1,36,293, against Rs, 1,38,428 
in the previous year, showing a decrease of Rs, 2,135, The Orissa embank- 
ments in the Balasore district were maintained in good order at a cost of 
Rs, 10,083, against Rs, 4,493 in the previous year, The increase of Rs. 5,590 
during the year is due to the cost of repairing the damages caused to the 
embankments by floods and of closing the breaches in the Bhograi embankment. 
Of the total outlay of Rs. 1,36,293 on repairs, Rs. 90,592 was expended on 
embankments protecting the Burdwan Raj estate in the districts of Hooghly, 
Burdwan, Birbhum an Midnapore, against Rs. 78,459 in the previous year. 
In the Midnapore and Burdwan districts Rs, 6,097 and Rs. 2,919, respectively 
were expended on flood damage repairs in addition to tho expenditure of 
Rs. 50,365 and Rs. 19,242 on ordinary repairs to embankments. All the 
embankments in the circle were maintained in an etticient state. In the Sone 
Circle, where there are no Government embankments, the expenditure was 
incurred on the maintenance of the C and D class embankments, The amount 
expended during the year on the C class embankments was Rs. 60,038, against 
Rs, 44,107 in the previous year, The expenditure on the Saran embankment 
was Rs, 38,590, or Rs. 20,133 more than last year. This increase is due to 
the construction of three retired lines at a cost of Rs, 25,579. In the Tirhut 
embankments, there was an increased expenditure of Rs. 2,308, while there 
was a decrease of Rs. 6,515 in tho Champaran embankment, due to the 
heavier payments on account of the Dekaha retired lino having been made in'the 
previous year. The expenditure on the D class embankmenta was Rs. 15,259, 
or Rs. 5,411 more than the previous year, In the Northern Cirele, Rs, 712 
were expended on repairs to the Chandan embankment in Bhagalpur district, 
Rs. 288 on the Belwa bund in Purnea district, Rs. 634 on the Malda embank. 
ment in Malda district, and Rs, 175 on the Pabna embankment in Pabna district, 
There was no expenditure on the Chota Manika embankment in Bogra district, 
a8 no repairs were necessary, 

(b) Breaches and retired lines-—In the Orissa Cirele, the expenditure 
incurred on repairs to the revetments of river banks and tho river-improvement 
works, and for constructing retired lines and filling in of breaches was 








‘ 


Rs. 60,486, against Rs. 57,420 in the previous year, The average of the nine 
years ending 1895-96 was Rs. 45,574. More than two-thirds of the nditure 
was on repairs to the revetments and river-improvement works. The most 
important works carried out -were—(1) in the Muhanadi Division, the groins 
pity revetment at Bogla on the loft bank of the Katjuri river for protecting a 
portion of the Machgong Canal, and the rubble stone revetments for arresting 
erosions, &c., at various places on the Katjuri, Dhowria and Bhargovi rivers 
and on the Puri road which were maintained at Rs. 5,247, and Rs, 12,679 
respectively ; (2) in the Brahmani-Byturni Division, the extension of the revet- 
ment at Nilkantapur, on the right bank of the Brahmani river, which necessi- 
tated a short cents of the Pattamoondi Canal being retired; and (3) in the - 
Acquapada-Jajpur Division, the renewal of the portions of the revetment on 

the right bank of the Brahmani river, which were injured by the high flood 

and slipped into the river, and asmall extension of the revetment to a little 
above the site of the railway bridge which was being constructed. In the 

South-Western Circle, several breaches occurred in the Schedule D embank- 

ments in the Cossye Division, owing to the high floods in the Cossye and 

Selye rivers and much damage was done. T’here were no breaches in the 

Rupnarain and Damodar embankments or in the embankments in the Nadia 
rivers and Northern Drainage and Embankment Divisions. In the Balasore 

Division, the Bhograi embankment was badly damaged by the high flood in 

the Subarnarekha river. The expenditure incurred in constructing retired 

lines was Rs, 40,811, against Rs, 23,133 in 1595-96, as detailed below :— 


1896-97. 1895-96. 


Res. Rs. 
In Murshidabad district eae eee 17,828 10,952 
») 24-Parganas ,, eae co 1,719 1,959 
» Midnapore ang ive we Loe 2,192 
» Tlooghly ” eee ee 21,269 7,732 
» Vurdwan a aon son a 298 








40,811 23,188 








In the Sone Circle there were no breaches in any of the embankments. 
Three retired lines in the Saran embankment were constructed at a total cost 
of Rs. 25,579,.in addition to the river protective works on the Saran, 
Chawparan and Tirhut embankments on which Rs, 13,972 was expended during 
the year. ‘The Sagrampur retired line was started by famine labour owing to 
serious damages caused to the Champaran spurs. . The protective works on the 
Tarki, Bazitpur and Monghyr embankments and those along the Bur Gandak 
river for the protection of the Secundrapur maidan at Muzaffarpur were 
maintained at an aggregate cost of Rs. 4,179. 

During 1595-96 the Bur Gandak river encroached considerably, and 
threatened to breach the municipal embankment in Muzaffarpur, known as the 
“ Daudpur bund.” On the representation of the Municipality, the Irrigation 
Department agreed, to undertake the construction of protective works for the 
protection of the bund and of a retired line behind them in case the protective 
works fail to protect ee town of Muzaffarpur and neighbouri 
villages from floods, and to charge the expenditure to takavi (vide B ; 
Government letter No, 321'.—J., duted 6th June 1896, to the Superintending: 
Engineer, Sone Circle). During the year a retired churki and special protective: 
works were constructed at a cost of Rs, 3,204 and Rs. 5,493, respectively,. 
to stop the encroachment of the river. ’ ; 

7. \Financial.—The cost of — to the Orissa embankments (Class A) 
was Its. 1,04,544, against Rs. 1,02,123 in 1895-96, the rate being Rs. 189 per 
mile, against Rs, 184. The amount expended on Class B embankments was 
Rs. 1,76,846, against Rs. 1,61,633, or at the average mileage rate of Rs. 158, . 
against Rs. 144 in the previous year. ‘ i 

As regards Class. ‘ombankmen ts maintained by Government under the 
contract system, the actual cost incurred was Rs, 99,861, against Rs. 79,896, 


. 







he per mile being ts, 211, 
car, expenditare exccodel the canine 
tran emban! it, owing to the construction of 
‘retired lin itated by the threatened encroachment cf the Bur 
" river, My ost . Tes, ie fies skeet 
_ ‘The sums payable under contract for this class of embankments, compared 
with the maintenance charges, including bock charges for Establishment and 
Tools and Plant, are shown in the following table, together with the amount 
recovered during the year and the balance remaining to be recuvercd :— 
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796 | 1;09;316 

57.644 Upt‘ee7 | 1'02's15 | 

68,540 1,26,048 | 1,02,3 5) 

63,275. 1,290,007 | 1,02,315 

38,848 Yanan | Lon.s8 (1.0, 

Bot 1560,596 | 1J02'318 | 3,00 

19,244 1,60,970 | 1,02,315 | 8, 

20,561 1,20,195 | 1,027,815 | 75, 

14.43 1,28,570 | 1,02,315 | 1,26, 
430,028 | 1,60,000 | 9,04,198 |. 1,88,806 20,02,161 | 15,060,795 [ian 55,024 





* Dotai’s not obtainable, 


It wil! be seen from the above figures that Government is a loser by 
Rs, 26,255 on the working of the year, and that the outstanding balance to be 
recovered from the persons interested amounts to Bs. 55,024. 

‘The loss to Government in 1895-96 was Rs. 18,280, end the average 
annual lcss for the nine years ending with 18¥5-96 was Rs, 33,502, 

In the Midnapore district the amount payable under contract for the takavi 
embankmentsis ordinorily quite sufficient for the maintenance of the embank- 

“ments. There was excess expenditure over the contract amount in five years 

. only since the introduction of the contract system in 1881-82, In 1882.83 
the excess was Rs. 11,320, in 1892-93 Rs. 87, in 193-94 Rs. 18,983, in 1894-95. 
Rs. 15,635, and during the year under review Rs. 1,351, It was mainly due 
to the cost of repairing damages caused to the embankments by. floods, 

As regards the Saran, Champaran and Muzaffarpur embankments, the 
maintenance pei a are generally in excess of the contract amounts. They 
were less only in four years in Saran, two years in Champaran and one year 
a Muzaffarpur since the introduction of the contract system there. The excess 
¥s chiefly due to the heavy cost of constructing retired lines and protective 
works for preventing encroachments of rivers. 

On embankments of Class D (Appendix C) the actual outlay incurred during 
the year was Rs 20,649, and the amount outstanding from the previous year was 
Rs, 16,721, while the recoveries and me Wevripge made by the Civil Department 
were Rs, 17,448, the balance unadjusted at the end of the year being Rs, 19,822. 
Compared with the figures supplied by the Koard of Revenue (Appendix B), it 
will be seen thet the collections of the year were Rs, 43,584, or Rs, 26,036 in 
excess of those reported by the Superintending Kngineers. No explanation 
of this eee has been given by the Board of Revenue. The figures 

iven in the Board’s return (A ppendix B) include only the amounts which 
ave been th tale and apportioned by the Qivil Department, and hence no 
comparison can be made between the “ advances” and “ outst anding balances ” 
eer by the Board and as given by the Superintending Engineers. 
‘The figures nb om by the Board v + ka B) are shown in a more 
concise form in the following statement. “Ihe recoverable amount or demand 
falling due within the year was Rs. 77,298, the amount collected was Rs. 43,584 
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The Joki Embankment (Class D) in the Midnapore district shown in’ 
Appendix C has been brouglit under the contract system for five years, from 
the Ist April 1896, the amount payable for the period being fixed at Rs. 2,000. 
It was maintained during the year at a cost of Rs. 197 only against Rs. 647 
in the previous year. 3 : 
“8. Agricultural public works and miscellaneous and sanitary improvements 
carried out in Government or temporarily-settled estates in Bengal by Civil Officers 
from the grant placed at the disposal of the Board of Bevenue.—The amount 


expended nom the year was Rs. 28,891, Its: distribution by districts, as 
reported by the of Revenue, is given in the subjoined statement :— 
Division, Distriet. Expenditure. 
. Rs. ¥ 
Burdwan eae 3 avd vid 270 
' Presidency. a é s a3 as 2,397 
Rajshahi ewe Raj hak, Jal iguri and ; eden 
Dara oe Backer oe _— aoe 1a08.- 
Chittagong: w Noakhali We sbi ie 
pg og “rs sere 5 Abt ato : 
va see «08h, ot ee we 
Patna oe r omermaied oe ¢ ob vee 8,009. 
Bhagalpur ——. Bbagalpur a emer 
‘ asore ont eat iu'ey 450. i 
Orissa, +80) Dur oe a. ate 6,832 
ss { Smet iS Sree ite Sea he 
See ising! 2c. ahs fen ae 
Total see 28,891 — 
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Hooghly district in the South-Western Circle. Four of them, viz., the Dankuni 
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‘The nature of tho expondituré is shown below: 4 

“<> ‘Qonittintion ‘ait tepatse ot ecibaskinédts aia bakdhs a 8,208 

Eseavation and ropa o taitlespr Ay iy SOs ace: . BABB 
ustruction and repairs of wells for irrigation and other pur- 


poses. POS tusk 1D Sees LOR eeel ty ois ae wee 
Excavation and repairs of khals for drainage and other purposes 1,300 
Construction and repaine of irrigation channels and pynes ies 
pairs to bridges and culverts ioe ed nts 146 
Construction and repairs of ahdré sos was vw. 8,818 
Repair of aqueduct % : 


wee 


Construction and repairs of roads oes we eee - 3,025 
out) OD ditto. of bungalows, sheds, dispensaries &o, ... 1,709 
Purchase of ferry boats  ,,, sof “pe mand 214 
Plantation of trees ate aes ee oA 501 
icultural experiments ;,, ers. “ye vom 250 
Purchase of water for irrigation purposes and water-rato oe 71 

Miscellaneous petty works for sauitary improvements x3 443 ! 
Total .. 28,891 


The principal works of construction and repairs to embankments for agri- 


cultural improvements carried out in the Government estates wero (1) the dheris 


and embankments in the Diamond Harbour subdivision and embankments 
and sluices in the Port Canning estates in the 24-Parganas district, on which 
Rs, 2,396 was expended, and (2) bunds in the Singh hum and Hazaribagh 
districts, which cost Rs. 2,288 and Rs. 463, respective ys 

In the Jalpaiguri district Rs. 1,000 were expended on an irrigation channel, 
and in the Bogra, Backergunge, Malda and Lohardaga districts the expenditure 
of Rs. 1,173, Rs, 1 402, Rs, 750 and Rs. 847, respectively, was incurred mainly 
in constructing and repairing bunds, tanks, khals, pynes and wells. In the 
Noakhali district a sum of Rs, 250 was expended in conducting experiments for 
the cultivation of potato, gram, wheat and some English vegetables, ; 

In the Patna district Rs. 1,800 were expended ~inbe§ on earthwork in 18 
estates and on the construction and tepairs of wells an culverts, while in the 
Gaya and Shahabad districts the expenditure of Rs. 4,865 and Rs, 8,009, res- 
pectively, was mainly confined to the construction and repairs of ahars, wells 
and pynes. . In the Saran district a sum of Rs. 200 was expended on the con- 
struction of wells only. 

In the Puri and Balasore districts the expenditure of Rs. 6,831 and Rs. 450, 
ctively, was incurred solely on the construction and repairs of bunds, wells, 
foe bungalows, boarding-houses and roads. Besides these, Rs, 443 was ex- 
pended on works for sanitary improvements, such as clearing old tanks and 
jungles, &c., in the Bogra, Bhagalpur and Malda districts, - 

. 9. Works undertaken under the provisions of the Drainage Act, VI (B. ¢) of 
1880.—The drainage works (five in number) lie in the southern parts of the 


owrah,’ Rajapur, and Burrajolla, have been completed, and the costs of their 
maintenance have been capitalized. The fifth (Ampta project) is still under 
consideration. Regarding this the Superintending ngineer, South: Western 
Circle, writes:— 


“This basin is’ different from that of the other drainage schemes, in so far that the, 
bheel land is higher, and that it has direct connection for drainage into the Hooghl 
arin the Purana khal. With these advantages it is only in years of exceptional rainfall 
that the crops in the Ampta mp suffer; and as this happens once in six or seven years, 
in my opinion any further consideration of this project may be indefinitely postponed,” 


The: following is an account given by the Superintending Engineer of 


the'e: ture incurred on the construction of the drain schemes, inclusiyu 
of chit ‘for Establishment and Tools and Plant :— ~ : 


(1): Dankuni Drainage Works +++ 4,04,159 (comploted.) 
‘Howrah ditto ti vs» 272,062" (ditto) 
i mks’ cee ee vss 910,286 (ditto). 















10. ‘The lengths of the schemes, their channels, a cain igen rained | 
them are the same as given in the previous years’ reports, © maintenance 
charges of the Dankuni and Howrah drainage schemes were capitalized at an 
annual cost of Rs, 4,390 and Rs 2,000, respectively, in the years 1891-92 and 
1893-94, and those of the Rajapur and Burrajolla Drainage schemes were 
capitalized in the year 1896-97 at an annual cost of Rs. 5,000. Py 

1!. The Dankuni drainage works were efficiently maintained at a cost 
of Rs, 7,511, against Rs. 2,527 in the previous year. , These charges include 
a portion of t =; teniange Deputy Collector’s salary, amounting to Rs. 900. 
Tho increased cost is mainly due to silt-clearance on which more than Rs. 5,000 
was expended. Pili 

12, The Howrah drainage works were maintained in good order at a 
cost of Rs. 4,108, against Rs. 3,299 in 1895-96. ‘I his sum includes a portion 
of the Drainage Deputy Collector’s salary amounting to Rs. 2,400. 

13. The Rajapur drainage scheme was efficiently maintained during the 
year at a-cost of lis. 7,407, against Rs. 4,259 in the previous year, The main- 
tenance charge of the Burrojolla scheme was Rs, 626, against Rs, 1,422 in 
1895-96, Portion of the Drainage Deputy Collector's pay charged to theee 
schemes amounted to Rs, 4,428, ; - 

‘The Board of kevenue supplies the following figures regarding the Dan- 
kuni and Howrah Drainage projects— 





Demand of the year recoverable out of sums advanced by Civil 


Department a4 5 1,538,852 
Collections of the year ... ie 59,278 


Outstanding balance at end of year soe Ag, 94,574 





No figures are givon by the Board for the Rajapur and Burrojolla projects. 

14, Efficiency of the Drainage Works.—The drainage schemes haye proved 
very successful, as they have not only reclaimed large tracts of lands lyimg in 
their basins, but have also efficiently drained them and the high lands surround- 
ing. In seasons of drought and ref rainfall they contribute towards irri- 
gating’ these lands by taking in water from the river Hooghly. 

15. Dreinage works carried out at the cost of Governmenit.—On tho Balia- 

hyo main drain four culverts were completed during the year at a cost of 
its 1,430, and a dock and four sidings were constructed for Rs. 943 and Rs. 459, 
respectively. The Surpai sluice channel bund was cut at a cost of Rs. 116 and 
reconstructed. at Rs, 589. Dredging was started on the Sadar khal to remove 
silt and improve it, but, owing to a break down of the dredger, little work: 
was done. Silt was also cleared fiom the Mirzapur, Panipia, Aucknagurea, 
Barunda, Narainduri, Kalabaria, T'alpati, Harikhali, Sadar and Udbadal Thal 
at an Sagrogate cost of Rs. 2,651. lor repairing the Bulli Bhil drainage works 
Rs, 8,079 were spent during the year. 

16. Lrainage works carried out urder the Embankment Act, [1( B.C.) of 1882 .» 
Applications being subwittod under tection 18 of the Act by tho Man a 
of the Bhowanipore Wards’ Fstate, three drainage sluices at Satpukur, Bindal 
and Kulpi in the Diamond Harbour subdivision of the Northern Drain e and 
Embankment Division in miles 113-114, 42-53 and 69-70 of the Schedule D 
Embankments Nos. 77, 68 and 71, were sanctioned during the year for Rs. 1,14, 141, 
Rs. 34,130 and Rs, 66,289, respectively, and their construction was com- 
menced in February 1897. The sluice at Satpukur is of six vents, that at 
Bindal of two vents, and that at Kulpi of three vents, and they will drain an area 
of 59 square miles of land, The expenditure incurred on them till the end 
of March 1897, when more than half of each was completed, was Rs. 51,835, 
Rs, 13,512 and Rs. 42,434 respectively. These sluiccs have contributed much 
towards the improvement of the drainoge of the southern portion of the 
24-Parganas district. Another application being submitted by Babu-Radha 
Kissore Ghose and others of 24-Pargenas district, an irrigation sluice at 
- Tellary between the 19th and 20th miles of Schedule D, Embankment 
No. 61, was sanctioned in September 1896 for Rs. 6,978, and its construction 

_ wes started in January 1897, and by the end of March 1897 it was nearly 
completed. he sluice will irrigate an area of 5,000 bighas. The'Tangrabichi 
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Parganas district, which was referred to in last year's report, waa 
com at a cost of Rs 46,550, the expenditure dasa the a being 
Rs. 24,259. ‘The Churrial khal drainage scheme in the district of 24-Parganas 
was maintained during the year for Ks, 809, against Rs. 929 in the previous year. 
The total expenditure up to 3!st March 1897 amounts to Rs. 1 42,069. OF the 
14 small sluices in the Government Schedule D Embankments in the district of 
24- Parganas, 8 were repaired during the year at an aggregate cost of Rs. 727, 
The Kumrul sluice in the 53rd mile of the Damodar Left Embankment, 
together with its channel, was repaired and maintained during the year at a 
cost of Rs. 360, against Rs. 816 in the previous year. A small masonry stop 
dam and regulator was built during the year in the middle of the Kumrul 
irrigation = ae channel in the 50th mile of the Damodar left embankment for 
the irrigation of the high lands situated on the banks of the channel at a cost 
of Rs, 517, exclusive of !'ools and Plant and Establishment charges, Plans and 
estimates for rivetting the bank of ths Burabullong river, near the Nulcool 
lock, are under poetlidinestion of the Superintending Engineer, as also the project 
regarding the druinage of the Dubda jheel in Range III of the Orissa Coast 
Canal. The management of the Kalabaria khal from the head of Barunda 
and Naraindari khal to its junction with the Sadar khal was made over to the 
Burdwan Kaj Estate for a period of 10 years on the Ist February 1897, 


Orver. —Ordered that a copy of this Resolution and of its appendices (A 
to C) be published in the Supplement to the Calutéa Gazette, and submitted to 
the Government of India, Pub ic Works Department, for information, 

Ordered, also, that copies of this Resolution and of its a pendices (A to C) 
be forwarded to the Secretaries to the Government of Bengal in the Revenue 
and Financial Departments, Secretary to the Board of Revenue, Lower 
Provinces, Commissioners of the Patna, Bha Ipur, Rajshahi, Presidency, 
Burdwan, and Orissa Divisions, Superintending Dciaters of the Orissa, South- 
Western, Sone, and Northern Circles, aad Examiner of Public Works Accounts, 
Bengal, for information. 


By order of the Lieutonant-Governor of Bengal, 


A. D. McARTHOUR, Colonel, x.x., 
Secretary tothe Government of Bengal. 
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_ PRELIMINARY NOT ON THE WHEAT OROP OF _ 
BENGAL IN 1897.98. 
_ ‘Pur following is published for general information, 
aida M. Fixvcaxr, 
The 21st February 1898. Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal, 
_ 


DEPARTMENT OF LAND RECORDS AND AGRI 
CULTURE, BENGAL, 





Preliminary Note on the Wheat Crop of Bengal in 1897-08. 


* Explanatory.—In previous years, only the principal 
wheat-growing districts furnished this Department with 
returns of the wheat crop; but, as all wheat-growing districts 
shewed the area under wheat in their forecasts of the rabi 
crop, it has been thought advisable to include their returns 
in the present note, so as to bring the figures in it into 
accordance with the figures which will appear in tho radi 
forecast to be issued by this Department later in the year. 

The figares for normal area have been revised on the 
basis of the returns of actual cultivation submitted during 
the past five years. Further enquiries are being made with 
a view to ascertaining the correct figures to be given. under 
this head. Whore a cadastral survey has been completed 
for the whole of a district, the figures compiled in the courso 
of that survey have been adopted. 

2. Charactr of the season.—The column of remarks in 
the district returrs shows that all the districts had sufficient 
rainfall during the season, except Murshidabad, Shahabad, 
and Balasore; but even in these districts the outturn will not 
be materially affected by the deficiency. There was copious 
rainfall over the greater part of the Province in September 
and October. Tuis chiefly accounts for the larger area 
under wheat this year. December and January have been, 
however, practically rainless, and this may have a prejudicial 
effect on the outturn. There was no rain in the Patna 
Division in the months of November, December, and 
January; while in the Bhagalpur Division there was only 
scanty rainfall in November, sa no rainfall in December and 
January. As these are the chief wheat-growing Divisions, 
the condition just described will have considerable effect on 
the general outturn. 

3. Area sown.—The area sown this year (1,573,900 
acres) is much larger than that sown last year (1,361,600 acres), 
The increase is 212,300 acres, or more than 15 per cent. over 
last year’s area. The wheat-growing area in the Patna 








Division is 791,100 acres, or about half, and in the Bhagal- 
pur Division 409,000 acres, or about one-fourth of the whole 
wheat-growing area of these Provinces. The only import- 
ant wheat-growing districts in Lower Be are Murshid- 
abad, Rajehahi, N ia, and Rangpur, which show 150,500, 
76,900, 31,400, and 30,700 acres, respectively, under this crop 
in the present year. — Sit 

4. Estimated ovtturn.—From the district returns, it will 
— be seen that with the exception of Jessore, where the area 

under wheat is very small, all the districts expeet at least a 
10-anna crop; Champaran returns a bumper or 20-anna crop; 
18 districts return an average or 16-anna crop; Patna and the 
Sonthal Parganas return a 15-anna <P ; the remaining 
districts return an outturn varying fom, 14 to 10 annas, .. 

_ Estimating by Divisions, the Patna Division expects ere 
thing over an average crop, the Bhagalpur Division a 15}- 
anna crop, andthe rest of the Divisions together about a 
13-anna crop, The general outturn may be estimated at 16 
annas against 10.annas, the estimated outturn of last year. 


N. G. Muxers, 
Asst. Director of the Dept. of Land Records 
and Agriculture, Bengal. 


(Countersigned.) 
P, 0. LYON, 


Director of the Dept. of Land Records 
and Agriculture, Bengal. 


Caxourra, 
Tho 10th February 1898. 






First Forecast of the Wheat Orop of Bengal, 1897-98. 
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Remarks by the District Officers. 
8 
Owing to sufficient moisture in the grounds, which wes due to good rain, a 


Rainfall being favourable, 16 annas outturn is expected. 
larger area of land as compared with last year’s was sowa. 
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following is published for general information, 
a rae M. Finucane, 
_ The 21st February 1898. — ‘Secy. to the Govt, of Bengal. 





* 


‘DEPARTMENT OF LAND RECORDS AND AGRI 
CULTURE, BENGAL, 





Note on the Late Cotton Crop in Bengal for the year 1897-98, 
[W.B.—Returns havo been received from all districts, except, Manbhum.} 


Lxplanatory.—The present report furnishes. estimates of 
the area and outturn of the late cotton crop of these Pro- 
vinces which is sown at the close of the rainy season and’ 
harvested in the hot weather. The report on the earl 
cotton crop was published by this Department on the 20th 
December 1897, 

The averages of the areas sown during the five years 
ending 1897-98 have been taken to represent the normal 
areas in column 3 of the appended statement in the case of 
all districts, except Champaran and Muzaffarpur, where 
the figures returned by the District Officers are those ‘which 
have been ascertained in the course of the cadastral survey. 

Character of the season—At the time of sowing in 
October, the rainfall in every district shown in the appended 
statement was considerably above the normal. In N ovember 
Saran, Champaran, Muzaffarpur and Darbhanga received 
no rain, and the rainfall elsewhere was below the normal, 
except in Monghyr, whore it was slightly in excess. In 
December, with the exception of Bankura and the distriets 
of the Orissa Division, where the rain received, was below 
the normal, the late cotton-growing districts received, no rain, 
Tn January, rain fell in parts of Bihar. The season, on the 
whole, was favourable to the cultivation of the late cotton 
crop of these Provinces, 

8. Area siwn.—The total area sown ‘with late cotton | 
this year in the 14 districts, from which returns haye been 
received, amounts to 71,500 acres against 70,900 acres 
sown in 1896-97. It seems probable, however, that the 
area sown with late cotton in 1896-97 was overestimated. 
The normal area under late cotton in these 14 districts, as 
now estimated by the Department, amounts to 73,500 acres. 

4. Character of the crop.—An average outturn of 16 
annas is reported from Champaran, Darbhanga, Bhagalpur, 

_ Cuttack, Balasore, Angul and Khondmals and Singhbhum; 
Bankura and Puri return 14-anna crops; and Monghyr 








y irom ce 
arison ofthe present 8 estimated ‘ou 

wilh tast of the previous year 1 show that of the 14 
districts, 11 re better crops, 2 equal crops, and 1 a 
worse crop. The ‘arithmetical mean of the of anna 
outturn this year, calculated with reference to ‘he oA nowt 
amounts to 134 annas. This estimate pee be accepted 
the probable average outturn of this year’ pe, Phe 
corresponding estimate for last re was 11 annas 

5. Gross outiurn.—The esti ield of lie: 
cotton crop of the present year of ot the 1 4 districts. which 
have furnished ebbienaseseconta to 4,014,000 Ibs. against 
3,001,200 Ibs. estimated for 1896-97. The ayerage-yield of 
the aire years, i, 1893-04, 1894-95, and 
sear amounts to 4 372,800) Ths. 





NN. Banerset, 
Asst, Director of Land Records 
and Agriculture, Bengal. 


(Countersigned.) ' 
P.O. LYON, 
Direetor' of Land Records and 
Agriculture, Bengal, 





- Cancurza, 
The 10th February 1898. 


Forecast of the Late Cotton Crop of Bengal, 1897-98. 
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DISTRICT ROAD FUND. 


No. 1105R.C. 
GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL—PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT. 
Road Coss. 
Dated Calcutta, the 14th February 1898. 


RESOLUTION. 
Reap — 
Letter from the Accountant-Genoeral, Bengal, No. 1021L.F., dated 2nd February1898, 
submitting an abstract of receipts and expenditure of the several District Road 
Committees in Bengal for the quarter ending 30th September 1897. 
Resotution.—The Lieutenant-Governor directs that the accounts of the. 
receipts and expenditure of the several District Road Committees in Bengal, for 
the 2nd quarter of the year 1897-98, be published in the Cakutta Gazette and 
circulated to the officers concerned. 
Orper.—Ordered that a copy of this Resolution, together with a copy of 
the abstract of receipts and expenditure, be published in the Supplement to the 


Calcutta Gazette. 
Ordered also that a copy of this Resolution, and of the abstract referred to, 


be forwarded for information to the— 
Commissioners of the Rajshahi, Chittagong, Bhagalpur, and Chota 
Nagpur Divisions ; , 
Superintending Engineer of the Northern Circle; 
' Inspector of Works, Eastern and Western Circles ; 
Financial Department of this Government. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


J. G. H. GLASS, 
Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal. 
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MUNICIPAL DEPARTMENT—MEDICAL. 
Calcutta, the 22nd February 1898. Sevestl 
RESOLUTION—No, 1090Medl. 


te 


Tue following report submitted by the inupochs tenes of Police, Lower 
Provinces, on the arrangements made by him for despatching ims bound | 
for the Hedjaz during the current season, is published for general information. 
It will be seen that 708 pilgrims have been shipped per S. S. Jubeda from the 
port of Chittagong, but that, notwithstanding the efforts of the Government to 
procure steamers, it is unlikely, owing to the demand for freight, that any more 
steamers will be available this season for pilgrim traffic. Persons who. still 
entertain the intention of proceeding to the Hedjaz will be well advised 
therefore, to defer their purpose till next yoar. Magistrates of districts should 

be careful to explain these points to the leading Muhammadans in order to 
remove all source of iealipebtbension, 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
H. H. RISLEY, 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal. 





No. 1556, dated Caloutta, the 18th February 1898. 


From—E. R. Henry, Esa., Inspector-General of Police, L.P., 
To—The Secretary to the Government of Bengal, I'inancial Department. 

I nave the honour to report, for the information of Government, that 708 

pilgrims, who had undergone the prescribed period of quarantine at the Rani- 
j Camp, were embarked on the 16th on the 8.8. Jubeda, late Peninsular and 
Oriontal Pekin, and she has since proceeded to sea. 

2. The pilgrims were put into a special train at Raniganj and were 
tailed vid Naihati to Goalundo, whore a special steamer was in readiness to 
convey them to Chandpur. From Chandpur they proceeded by special train to 
Chittagong vid Laksham Junction. As the Jubeda drew too much water to be 
‘able to come into Chittagong Port, the pilgrims were conveyed by the Guide to 
‘the Jubeda lying outside the Chittagong bar. There was no sickness, and all 
“grrangements were successfully carried through. 

8. Ihave made enquiries in all directions, and find there is little or no 
likelihood of another steamer being set aside this season for pilgrim traffic. 
Ordinary freights are high, pilgrius are troublesome passengers, and man 
restrictions have been imposed by the rules under tho Pilgrim Ships Act, 
these causes seeing to make ship-owners unwilling to take up the s 

_yveyance of pilgrims. I venture to suggest, therefore, that it be widely noti: 
that, as no more steamers are available for the carriage of pilgrims, those who 
entertained the intention of proceeding to the edjaz must defer fulfilment 
until next year, If this notification is widely made, it will prevent persons 
incurring needless expense and disappointment. I have issued instructions that 
until further orders no more nerd are to be admitted to the Raniganj Camp. 

4, A full report upon the working of the Camp will follow. 


i > ea 








For the wook ending the 81at February 1898. 
_ Burdwan.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable. Threshing of aman finished, Pressing: 
of sugarcane continues. Rabi crops being harvested. Fodder and water sufficient. A few 
casos of cattle-disease reported from Kalna and Raniganj. Common rice selling as follows :— 


é Srs. Spe, 
Katwa Es sy ai 133 { PeF Tupes. 
Raniganj aE she bes 14 


_ . Birbhum.—No rain. Weather cold and cloudy. Sugarcane pressing commenced, 
crops doing well. No want of fodder. Price of common rice at Sadar 13} seers 
and at Rampur Hat 14} seers per rupee. 


. . Bankura.—No rain. Weather seasonablo, Pressing of sugarcane continues. Harvest- 


of rabi commenced. Fodder and water sufficient. § adic cases of cow-pox reported. 
Pace of common rice 15 seers per rupee at Sadar and eS pie a 


Midnapore.—No rain. Threshing of paddy still going on in Sadar and Contai sub-, 
diyisions. Boro (spring rice) is being transplanted in Ghatal. Prospects of indigo good. 


of common rice :— 
Srs, 
oer tos ase ees fr 12 
ntai jee eee ove to 16 
Tamluk Je ee ie 12:4, ¢ Persapes. 
Ghatal wr" a : 13} 


Hooghly.—No rain. Rati crops being gathered; a fair outturn expected. Sugarcane 
pressing continues. Common rice sells from 11 to 14 seers per rupee, 

Howrah.—Rainfall nil. Weather getting hot. State of rahi crops good, but rein ig 
wanted. Fodder and water sufficient. Common rico sells at j1 to 12} seers per rupee. 
'  24-Parganas.—No rain. Weather cool, Prospects of crops good. Harvestin of 
aman over and that of k/esari continues. No cattlo-disgase. Fodder and water sufficient. 
Oommon rico sells as follows :—~ 


8rs, 
“ya t vee - oe 20 to 13 
ATasA ase ae eee, ] 
Basirhat ve a ne 18," 4/2 repens 
Diamond Harbour ae. om ue 13 


Nadia.—No rain. Wheat and gram doing well. Rapesecd, mustard seed, and linseed 
being harvested. Land being prepared for aus. Common rice selling at 11 to 14 seors por 
tupee. Fodder and water sufficient. Cattle-pox continues in the Sadar subdivision. 


Murshidabad.—No rain. Weather seasonable, Prospects of wheat and barley are 
favourable. Matar, masur, and gram have been injured to some extert in parts by the late . 
cloudy weather. Mulberry aud indigo are doing well. Pressing of sugarcane continues. 
Fodder sufficient, Nop cattle-disease reported. Common rice sells at Sadar 13 seers, Jangipur 
144 seors, and Kandi 15 seers per rupee. 

ii Jessore—No min braces ry — cold. passin of oilseeds and other winter 
crops going on. in wanted for the cultivation of aus and aman paddy. No cattle-diseage 
4 reported. Fodder and water sufficient. © Common rico sells as follows :— “e 


8rs, 


Jessore sad one das ee I2tol4 
— ine age rs aie ts a 
ura aye he va ia Tupee. 
oe dl eee <fey ail «. 12to 14 si 
: Narail Sap re set 13-5} ch, 


ulna,— Rainfall nil. Weather seasonablo, Transplantation of boro going on. Pros. 
ports of rabi crops good. Water and fodder available. Oommon rico sells as { ows :-— 


Sr. 
Sedar a nes ene sve 144t0 8 
i eee oo so eee Tm 
ve ‘ Pasig ~~ oer vee ; petti. 14} a ite 
Pt shahi—No rain. Weather warmer and windy. Standing crops doing well. Culti- 
cide tua cs sowings going on. * No cattle-disease, Fodder and water available. 
Common roo sell from 11 t0 16 soers per rapeo s < a : 


f 












ra = 5 A yeah: Bh ORE i 
Dinajpur.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable. Westerly wind prevails. Condition 
of rabi crops good. Oultivation fur bhadoi crops progressing. No cattle-disease. Fodder — 
and water plentiful, Price of rice 14 seers per rupee. : st wt SY 

Jalpaiguri.—Rainfall nil. Weather cold. Prospects of i crops favourable. Har- 
vesting of mustard seed reaevea Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice sells from ‘ 
12 to 16 seers per rupee. os’ amet: Sei 

ecling.--Rainfall at Darjeeling ‘18, Kurseong *26, iguri 01. il —Phap y 
and praying harvested ; patina’ cen sown. Zerai—Ploughing for bhadoi commenced. 
Prices of-coarse rico— 
J tT ae eee be ... 8 to 1) seers per rupee. 
er, ie a a 






Bhutta sells from 20 to 30 seers per rupee. : 
Rangpur.—No rain. Land is bein prepared for aus. Mustard and potatoes are being 
ered. Rabi crops doing well. Galion rico selling at 11 to 15 seers per rupee. Fodder 
and water sufficient except at Kurigram, where they are reported scarce in places. : 


Bogra.—Rainfall nil. Oilseeds being gathered. Lands being cultivated for jute. 
Fodder and water ample. Oommon rico sells from 11} to 13% seers per rupee, 


Pabna.—No rain. Weather seasonable. Orop prospects fair. Rain wanted, Prico 
of common rice 10 to 12 seers per rapes. oder sufficient. ; 

Dacca.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable. Rabi crops thriving. Fodder available. 
No catt!e-disease. Common rice sells at 11 to 13 seers per rupee. 

Mymensingh.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable, ‘Transplantation of boro finished. 
Lands under preparation for autumn crops. Rabi crops doing Common rico sells from 
94 to 114 seers per rupee. 


Faridpur.—No rain. Weather soasonable. Prospects of crops good, Rico sells from 
11 to 13 seers per rupee. - ’ 


_ Backergunge.—Rainfall nil, Weather cool. Prospects of crops good. Common rice 
sells from 9 to 14 seers per rupee. 


Tippera.—No rain, Weather orcl. Plonghing progressing. Standing crops doi 
woll. Fodder sufficient. Water available, Rice sells tin 10 to 13 seers per Sian es 


Noakhali.—Rainfall nil. Prospects of standing crops good. No cattle-disease. Fodder 
and water available, Price of common rice 12 to 1 seers per rupee. 


Chittagong.—No rain. Weather dry and warm. Rain urgently needed for spri 
crops. Water still brackish in the wave-swept.area, Fodder sufficient except in | 
ia, Rice selling at 13 scers per rupee. 


Patna.—Rainfall at Sadar 03, Dinapore ‘02, other stations nil. Prospects of rabi 
crops continue favourable. Harvesting of mustard seed and peas commenced. Lancing of 
poppy going on. Sugarcane being pressed. Prices stationary. In Patna common rice (new) 
sells at 154 seers por rupee. Fodder and water for cattle sufficient. 


Gaya.—Rainfall nil. Prospects of rabi crops good. Prices are common rice 14 seers, 
wheat 10 seers, barley 15 seers, gram 9§ seers, arhar 16 seors, and makai 174 seers per rupee, 


Shahabad.—No rain. Weather cold. Prospects of rabi crops favourable. Sugarcane 
pressing going on, Fodder and water sufficient. Prices stationary. - 
. Saran.—Rainfall at Siwan :97, Gopalganj :28. Weather cloudy in the beginni ; 
cold with westerly wind in the end of the week. Rabi crops we Podhes “ond Sooke a 
sufficient. Prices aro—common rice 14°7 seers and makai 18:10 seers, against 9 and 9°14 » 
seers respectively last year. 
Champaran.—Rainfall at Motihari ‘04. Crop prospects generally yery good. Prices 
generally stationary. Common rice and maize sell at 144 and : tively, 
_ against average of 153 and 20} seers. — sa Aina abe 8 é 
uzaffarpur.—Rainfall nil. Prospects of crops continue good. Prices are—common 
rice 11 to 15 seers, wheat 1i seers, ts 18 kai 
aie poSipas sy vpn haart seers, makai 20 seers, gram 10 seers, rakar 10 


Darbhanga.—No rain. Prospects of crops good. Wheat and oat maturing. Peas 

ripening. Rapeseed being harvested i i i ‘odder water sufficient. 

Common rice sells at ry dm | per ates E Bei Saati 7 ein b 

Monghyr.—Rainfall at Sadar nil, Jamui -26, Begusarai ‘42. Weather oool and cloudy, 

i of rabi favourable. P, promising ing ; lancing commeneed, isease. 
% Common rice ‘alte do talon — er. f me 

_- Monghyr = yb ap 


Jamui Mes fed 








onde 


‘esterly breezo blow! ; 
Fodder and water sufieient. 





No cattle-diseaso a few cases in Supaul. 
at 16 seers 2 chittaks per rupee at Sadar. 
.. Purnea.—Rainfall at Sadar and Araria nil, Kishanganj +13, Weathor seasonable 
with west wind, Prospects of standing rabi yah being outa for next 





_ bhadoi crop. Oattle-pox reported from Araria. and water sufficient. Common rice 
sells as follows :— 
Sader, et nak oy, 15 seers per rupee. 
Kishanganj a % fee a ae 
Araria i eS a 


; Malda.—Rainfail nil. Weather fair and cool. "Rabi crops approaching —— 
Prospects very good. Lands are being prepared for dhadoi paddy. Ooarse rice selling at 18 


seers per rupee. » 
Sonthal —Rainfall nil. Dews plentiful. Prospects of radi crops continue 
No cattl . Hodder and water sufficient. Average price of rice 15 seers, and of 

-+ maizo 16 seers per rupee. 
Cuttack.—Rainfall nil. Weather unusually cool. Threshing of paddy progressing. 
Dalua growing well. Condition of cattle sages good. Wodder sufficient. ip en = 4 


sells as follows :— 
8rs. ch. 
en ove toe toe soe ~ 12 
ajpur eve we toe w. 18 6 
Kendrapara ... a “ SET WEY WY OS ee de 
Banki nee eee eos ee cite, gh 


Balasore.—No rain. Harvesting of sarad and rabi crops continues. Sugarcane being 
pyre Dalua crop growing well. Price of rice varies from 16 to 19 seers per rupeo in 
e interior. Rico sells at 16 and 18 seers per rupee at Balasore and Bhadrak respectively. 
Fodder and water sufficient. 
ry, “Bacay in Khondmals ‘65. Rico sells at 24 seers per rupee in Angul and 15 
in 


secrs ondmals. * Cattle-disease reported from the interior of Angul, 
Puri.—No rain. Summer rico and moong growing well. Mustard, hhulthi, and arhar 
ae harvested. Prospects of Ahesari and other rati crops good. Common rice sells as 
‘ollows:— 
8rs. cu. 
Puri ted toe dss oe 15 124 
Khurda ay an ioe Pe be 67 
Interior of distriot eve aes « 17 1 >por rupee. 
to 
19 ul 


Hazaribagh.—No tain. Strong winds. Weathor orld. Rabi and poppy promise full 
crops. Ploughing in progress. Rico sells from 12 to 14 seers per rupee. 

‘Lohardaga.—No rain. Ploughing continues. State of standing crops good. Rice 
sells at Ranchi 13 seers per rupee, and in the interior from 13 to16 seers. Oattle-disease 
continues. Fodder and water sufficient. Grain in stock sufficient. 

Palamau.—Rainfall nil. Woather seasonable; sometimes cloudy. Prospects of 
standing crops favourable. attle-disease continues. Rice sells at 12 seers per rupee. 
" Manbhum.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable. ig ter of crops on the ground 
tro od. Cattle-disease reported from thana Purulia. Fodder and water suflicient. 
go P 
Average price of common rice at Sadar 16 seers per rupee, Supply sufficient. 
Singhbhum.—Rainfall nil. Rioo plentiful, and the price is from 14 to 16 seers per 
rupee. 4 
General Summary.—There were slight showers during the week in parts of Darjeelin, 
Patna, Saran, Champaran, Monghyr, Pore, and Khondmals. Reports of the rabi comm 
continue favourable, but in Ohittagong rain is required. Oilseeds and potatoes are bein 
mewn and the pressing of sugarcano is in progress. Boro or spring rice is doing we 

1 ughing for the autumn crops is going on in sevoral parts of Bengal Proper. The poppy 

_ ¢rop in Bihar and Hazaribagh is promising, and lancing has begun, Very little bart 

| disoase is reported, and there is no want of fodder except in the flooded tracts of Chittagong 

_ and at Kurigram in Rangpur. Prices remain steady. 


bet es By order of the Licutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
_ Revenve Deparment, M. FINUCANE, 
The £2nd February 1898. Secretary to the Govt. of Bengal. 
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“Biggar mit roe aie a | Ge Reena cede 






NOMINATION OF 4 REPRESENTATIVE MEMBER OF THE DISTRIOT | 
ce BOARDS IN THE RAJSHAHI DIVISION TO A SEAT IN THE 
-, @QUNCIL OF THE LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR FOR 
_ MAKING LAWS AND REGULATIONS. 





No, 1467A. 
APPOINTMENT, - 
RESOLUTION. / 


Dated Caleutta, the 1st March 1808. 


Tue Hon’ble Maharaja “5 pune Nath ani of Nator, who was appointed 

to be a Member of the Bengal Legislative Council as the representative of the 

District | s of the ee Division, having resigned his seat in the 

Council, Sir Alexander nzie has decided that the same District Boards 

_ will. be called upon to elect another nm for nomination to the Council to 
fill the vacant seat. The necessary notification will,therefore, now be published 
in the Caleutta Gazette oy: ing the District Boards from which a recommen- 
dation will be made to the Lientenant-Governor for the nomination of the seat. . 
Each District Board will elect one representative only, and he will be entitled “ 
to exercise all the votes of the body which he represents. 

2... The following are the District Boards which will send delegates to 

- vote for a n to be recommended for the vacant seat, and the number of 

i votes assigned to them, according to the scale shown in paragraph 5 of the | 









Résolution of this Governmont, No. 2307A., dated the 31st March 1897. The 


ordinary income taken is that for 1896-97 :— 


Number of votes to 
Division. District Boards. Ordinary income. be reseed by te 
‘ Rs. 
Rajshahi rr w. 1,638,424 3 
Seve ai ove ove i 

Rejshobi 4 Rangpur. 196,172 }c0 

Bo; ase see 62,024 1 

(Pabna hee ... 85,710 2 


L* 
i 


Council with the sanction ‘of the Secretary of State under section 1 (4) of the 
Indian Councils Act, 1892, for Bengal, the Lieutenant-Governor now desires 
that intimation may be at once communicated by the Commissioner of the 
Rajshahi Division to the Chairmen of all the District Boards enumerated in the 
above list, requesting them to arrange for the convening of a special meeting of 
each District Board concerned, at which one of their members ma be elected 
to represent them for the purpose of recommending the nomination of a 
Member in the Lieutenant-Governur’s Council. The name of the representa- 
tive elected in each must be reported at once by the Chairman of the District 
Board concerned for the information of the Commissioner of the Division. 
| - 4, The period of two months, which is contemplated under Rule VII of 
' the Regulations as the period within which a recommendation shali be made 
to the Lieutenant-Governor, is hereby declared to run from the date on which 
the Commissioner of the Division issues his invitation to the Chairman of any 
District Board concerned tu elect one of their members to represent them for 
the purpose of recommending the nomination of a Member in the Lieutenant- 
Governor’s Council. ‘ 
5. As soon as the representatives are elected by the District Boards con- 
cerned, they will be called upon by the Commissioner of the Division to meet 
together on en early and convenient date, with special reference to the limit of 
| time imposed under Rule VII of the Regulations, and at such convenient place 
as he may specify, for the purpose of electing by a majority of votes a person 
whom they will recommend to the Lieutenant-Governor to be nominated as a 
Member of the Council. The names of all candidates put forward at such 
meeting shall be duly proposed by one of the electoral representatives present. 
The election shall be by ballot, and the person elected must obtain a majority 
of the votes of the representatives present. If on the occasion of the first ballot 
an absolute majority is not obtained, the candidate who obtains the least number 
of votes shall be withdrawn from the election, and another ballot shall then 
be held for the remaining candidates, and so on until an absolute majority is 
obtained. 

The electoral representatives present at this meeting shall elect am 
themselves a Chairman, who shall preside and be responsible for the fair sad 
proper exercise of the ballot vote. 

As soon as tho election is made, the Chairman of the meeting shall, without 
delay, report to the Commissioner of the Division the name of the person #0 
elected, with the number of votes obtained and any other information which 
it may appear desirable to communicate, and on behalf of the meeting shall 
recommend to the Lieutenant-Governor to nominate for Council the person so 
elected, * The Commissioner shall submit the report from the Chairman of the 
meeting, with any observations he may wish to add, to the Chief Secretary to 
Government, by whom the recommendations will be submitted to the Lieute- 
nant-Governor._ 

" 6 Attention is drawn to the following Rule VI of the Regulations, which 

* “se been framed by the Governor-General in Council and the Secretary of 

tate :— 

- -VI.—It shall be a condition in the case of nto be recomme: ‘uni- 

cipal Qorporation or group of Municipal Corporations that he shall be parontingSe 

 yesident within the Municipality or the district in which it is situated, or in some ane of the 

Municipalities constituting the group or of the districts in which they are situated. A similar 
sence nea Sie satig Se perenne tbe renee ened eer eee 


% 


fi. 
ea 
i 






. 8. Under Rule IV of the Regulations framed by the Governor-General in’ 











t persons recommended shall 






Under this rule it is not necessary | 
members of any District Board concerned, 
ithin the Division from which the recommendation is made. Subject to this 
dition, the rules declare no = of ee and it is left to the 
electoral tives to recommend a m under Rule V (ec i 
to the jerity of their. votes. a fee 
7. Itis desirable that the subsidiary arrangements now sanctioned shall 
as far as possible, be given effect to by the District Boards concerned with the 
minimum of official interference, ‘The Divisional Commissioner and District 
Officers will, of course, afford any assistance which may be required, and do 
their utmost to facilitate the smooth working of the elections; but Government 
officers are forbidden to take part directly or indirectly in the election by 
pS cage a votes, or otherwise interfering with the free choice of 
the District Boards. No indication should be given by any official member of 
é' any of those District Boards as to the manner in which he himself intends to 
vote. 





Prone seat a onpypt pw) Resolution be furnished to the Commissioner 

of the Kaj i Division, for information an idance, and for icati 

to the District Bourds concerned in his Division.” —_, oo 
Ordered also that a copy be published in the Calcutta Gazette, 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


Cc. W. BOLTON, 
Ohief Seey. to the Govt. of Bengal, 


, but they must be ordinarily raideet 3 
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"Rebs . WEATHER AND CROP REPORT. = par es 





For. tha week ending: the 28th February 1898. ; 
»  Burdwan.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable, Harvesting of potatoesiand radi crops: 
continues. Some cattle-disease in thanas Ketergram, Purbasthali; and Kaksa, Gommon: rice. 


sélling a8 follows:-— - 
itt Srs. Sra. 
Sader ties pt vos 12, to, 15 
Kalna oop ase see 13 ( 
Katwa. Sas ose wad 13%: { PP TANI, 
Raniganj oda ove ves 1b} 


_‘ Birbhum.—No rain. Weather seasonable. Sugarcane-pressing continues. Prices 
stitionary. Fodder sufficient. 

Bankura,—No rain. Pressing of sugarcane and harvesting of abi crops continue, 
Fodder and water sufficient. Sporadic casos of cow-pox ib Price of sen 8 
at Sadar and Vishnupur 15 seers per rupee. 

Midnapore.—No.rain. Threshing of paddy still continues in Sadar. Prospects of 
boro paddy and’ indigo good. Sugarcane is being pressed, and the rabi cro ing 
gathered.” Prices of common rice :— oF BiB di | 


Srs. 
Sadar see eee oe 12 
Contai ob oe ws 14 to 17 
Tamluk Ss a oA 2 Non dapat ikon 
Ghatal mn a + 13} 


Hooghly—No. rain. Harvesting of rabi crops nearly completed. Common ri 
from 10 to et seers per rupee. ilies bes: 

Howrah.—No rain. Weather cool for the season, State of rabi crops good. Rain 
is now wanted more or less all over to assist ploughing. Fodder and water oufient. Com- 
mon rice sells at 11 to 13 seers per rupee. 

24-Parganas.— Rainfall nil. Weather cool and fine. Prospects of crops good. - 
vesting of rabi crops and pulses going on. No cattle-disease. Fodder and abe inane 
Qommon rice sells as follows :— 


Srs, 
Sadar se _ ww. 10 t013 
Barasat ave ibe aaa 124 
Basirhat ses ase os BOT ate a 
Diamond Harbour 7 Sei oe 13 


Nadia.—No rain. Weather seasonable, Standing crops doing well. Sugarcane bein; 
cut and pressed. Common rice sells from 11} to 1d a 1d i x 
, ie aco 3 seers per rupee. Fodder and water 


Murshidabad.—No rain. Weather seasonable. Prospects of rabi | 
favourable. Mulberry and indigo doing well. Pressing of sugarcane odutinnee,  Ootieuaiae 
sa ed has commenced. Fodder sufficient. No cattle-disease reported. Common rice 
as follows :— 


Kant Reet er wt: oe + SS | rr rapes 


Jessore.—No rain. Weather fine and cold. Harvesting of oilseeds and other winter 


ing on. Rain wanted for cultivation of i e-disease reported 
and water sufficient. Common rice sells as Stim ee 


Jessore ose ose eap ote 
Thenida me ak a 12 
Wee aS OR oe ee 
Bangaon ae os ne «» 12tol4 : 
- Khulna.—No rain. Weather seasonable, 
ve ayailable, Common rice sells as follows a peste of bore paddy: good. Water. endl 
8rs. 

Sadar oon oer eee Pd 14} to 16 n 
a nd Ml AO A ae ijn ce 





Dinajpur.—Raintll nil: Weather ison, ‘Donditios. of rabi : 
vation for bhadoi crops progressing. jd cattle-disenso. Water and. fodder i 
_ Price of rice 14 seers per rupee. — , 

0 eo ainfall nil. Wenther odld. Prospects of r2/i erops and tobacco favour- 
of mustard seed continues. Fodder and water sufficient. Price Eye 
oo rogue si Bag ey “ene pa ' 


eelitig.—No rain. Weather seasonable. Hills—Bhutta and potatoes. are being 
sown; phaphur and tori being harvested. Terai—Potatoes being harvested ; tobacco pro- 
gressing. Price of coarse rico— 


Hills... a pe .. 8 to 1] seers per rupee. 
Terai ot i so. Oto AB fe, 

| Bhutta—20 to 30 ‘seers, per Tupes. 

Rangpur.—No rain. Land is bein, prepared for avs . Mustard and potatoes are_ being 
gathered, Rabi crops doing well. fata rice selling at 11 to 15 seers per. rupee, Fodder 
and water em except at Kurigram, w: where they are reported scarce in places. Good 
drinking-water also reported scarce in places at Gaibanda, 


—Rainfall nil. Oilseeds continue to be gathered. Lands being prepared for 
jute. Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice ‘gis at 12 to 134 seers per rupee. 


Pabna.—No rain. Weather seasonable. Crop prospects good. Price of common rice 
10 to 12 seers per rupee. Fodder sufficient. 


Dacca.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable. Rabi crops doing well. Cultivation of 
boro paddy going on. Fodder available. No cattle-diséase. Price of common rice 11 to 
oh iad per rupee. 


~ Mymensingh.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable. Getting warmer. Rabi crops doing 
Bag bo mireonyi rice 9} to 12 seers per rupee. Water i insufficient i in places. 


Faridpur—No rain. Weather cool. Prospects of crops good. Price of rice 11 to 13 
seers per rupee. 





Backergunge.—Rainfall nil. Weather cool. Prospects of crops good. Common rice 
sells from 9 to 14 seers per rupee. 


Tippera,— orain. Mornings and nights cool. Ploughing continues, Standing crops 
thriving. aa sufficient. Water pe Price of rice from 10 to 18 seers per Maal 


Noakhali.—Rainfall nil. Prospects of standing crops fair. No cattle-diseaso. Fodder 
and water available Price of common rice 12 to 15 seers per rupee. 


Stns ‘Tain, 8 warm; nights and. mornings cool. Rain ur; i" 
or ~ Drinking-water is pa i Pic: doe where fo 
a" welling ‘at 13 soers per rupee, 
Patna.—No rain. Piacpeting of mustard seod, peas and masur going on. Rabi 


crops doing 1 = Lanein, y in «. Prices stationary. In Patna common 
rice (new) ay eakas at 154: #4 per Pie foaler and water for cattle sufficient. 


—Raitifall nil. 7 of rabi and lanoing of poppy it progress, Prospects 
et ‘odder and water © -crnmeg rices are—common rice 13} seers, wheat. 94 seers, gram 
arhar 15 semen 13} seers, and makai 17 seers per rupee. 


~~ giidnabad!—No rain. Weather” cold with westerly wind. Prospeots of rabi crops 


vourable. Peas and masur are being harvested. Poppy collection gomg on. Sugarcane 
aot ota Prices stationary. 


Saran.—No ‘rain: ‘Weather. seasonab Rabi crops good, Bagareibe pressing in 
-e Cha; to Fodd ad 
_BEGeras,_Opiom boing gathered; produc dry in Chepra owing to yest wind. Fodder. and 


ees rerwenney inte. 


oR NOR ROD 15 


fire 





in, Ril cops Aonsting: 
ing. pressed. |B i Ete geval agi cm 


| 21 soors per rupee, respecti 











Prospects of standing crops good with the exception of rahar i 
Wheat and ‘oat ripening and raposeed being harvested. Fodder and 
Common rice sells at 13} seers per rupee at Sadar, a APIS 


: 









—_ 
+ 


; Madhubani only. 
water sufficient. 





a Be Mor ke pa BS rain. Weather cool with high west wind, Prospects of rabi 
vdivouble °E ry suffering from west wind. Collection of opium in full operation, No 
~ @attle-disease. Common rice soils as follows:— 


Mongh: ves sat «+ 12 to 16 seers per rupee. 
ot ir eee fae 
Jamui tee oe oe 14 » ” 


‘Bhagalpur.—No rain. Weather seasonable. Prospects of rabi crops continue good: 
Rice selling as filloite _ 


Sadar ae one os eee 14} seers per rupee. } 
Banka... & oes a TS. ino a 
Supaul... wel a ae 1 | Se a 
Madhipura Kit Se 1B ty 3 


Purnea.—No rain. Weathor seasonable. Condition of rabi crops good. Harvesting 
* of tobacco and mustard in progress. Ploughing for next bhadoi going on. No oattle-disease. 
Fodder and water sufficient, Common rice sells as follows :— 


Sadar tes oe oes woe 15 seers per rupee. 
Kishanganj es oes ow RO hey 
Araria Kd oe line $8255 a 
Malda.—No rain. Weather fair and cool. Prospects of standing radi crops continue to 
be very . Coarse rice selling at 14 seers per rupee at Sadar. 
‘Parganas.—No rain. Prospects of rali crops good. Mango flower abundant. 
Fodder and water sufficient. Price of common rice 14 to 18 seers (average 15} seers) and 
of maize 20 to 21 seers per rupee. 
Cuttack.—Rainfali nil. Weather seasonable. Threshing of paddy progressing. Dalua 
ing. Condition of cattle generally good. Fodder sufficient. Common rice as fol- 


OWs !— , 
Srs. ch. 
Cuttack - ... to ses es 4 12 
Kendrapara ... ain oon pee. 6 Ty 
Banki one eos ace cons aa oO wa 


Balasore.—No rain. Harvesting of sarad and rabi crops continues. Dalua and cotton 
crops growing well. Sugarcane being pressed. Price of rice varies from 15 to 19 seers 
rupee in the interior. Lice sells at 16 and 18 seers per rupee at Balasore and Bhadrak 
respectively. Fodder and water sufficient. 


5 —No rain. Weather oold. Rive sells at 22 00 i 
nitliny sera 8 seers per rupee in Angul and 15 


_ Pari.—No rain. Summer rice and moong promisi ing well. Lands bei hed for. 
next sarad crop in places. Mustard, shulthi, aul pal grr tarpusate pet 


cotton, khesari, and other rabi crops good. Common rice sells as follows: — . 
the §rs. cu. 
uri tee toe wep oo. 1412 
eR ee os » 16 12 
In the interior of district ... ee «+» 16 3 >per rupee. 
to 
19 11, s 


Hazaribagh.—No rain. Weather cool... So: ; ; : 
well, Price of rice 12 to 18 seers per rupee. names Rabi crops and poppy promise 


poet tala Weather seasonable. : Rabi in good eondition Rico sells at 
~ i “Rainfall nil. Rioo plentiful; price of rice 19 to 16 seo pox rape, 
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continue steady. 
By order of ha: Liputenant-Governor of Bengal, 
Ravine ‘Derarraent, 


M. FINUCANE, 
The Ist March 1898. 


ae 


Sceretary to ihe Govt, of Sengal. 


‘ 





ie “Revenvx Deraurwent, the 28th Februar 
















1898. 





Quantity obtainable for a rupee. 





ee 
co <Toco 





1897, 








Sst Bist 16th 
January. January. | February. 
1 | 2 3 | 4 | 5 6 | 7 
8. on. 8. on 8. cu. | 8. ‘on. 
»Comwow Ricr— . ‘ 
urd 12 12 13 2 0 912 | uO 
12 12 13 8 8 6 9 0 { at 
6 0 16 10 0 8 ro +e ll 4 
8 0 to 
13 12 fis . o 8 ll 0 pu 0 
9 8 10 0 0 8 8 8 90 
11 &(new.) 
fp ota) ($2! 8 6 8 1 8 | 98 
12 0 11 14 14 0 1 8' 110 
8 0 8 0 0 0 8 0 8 0 
ll 143 1113 0 2 9 2 9 4 
138 8 13 0 12 0 10 0 | 0 8 
18 8 13 0 0 6 10 0 | 41 0 
ls 4 14 4 4 8 us] 6 
13 2 12 12 12 6 9 12 9 12 
14 6 13 8 8 9.8t. 10 0 9 9 
12 4 12 8 8 0) 9 0 9 0 
“Age iL 0 0 0 8 0 8 0 
12 0 ll o 0 oO” 10 8 lo 8 
lll 12 0 0 2 10 8 | 10 2 
4 ll 4 19 7 9 6] 00 
11 0 11 12 i) 6 w 8 | 19 8 
lo 0 lo 0 0 0 9 0 9 U0 
» 3 ld ) 4 12 (ola nie : dp “ahs 
12 (0 2 (old.) 8 
12 O.new.)| 12 O(now.) 0 0 0 8 | 108 
iL 10 ll 6 24 0 Ww 10 | 1010 
12 0 12 8 8 8 ww 8 | wo 
18 0 13 0 4 9 0 9 0 9 4 
15 8 16 0 0 10 2 10 6 | 10 8 
4 8 14 8 4 9 0 9 0 9 
lu 0 13.0 0 9 8. 100 
“& & 10 0 & 
4 8 13 8 8 10 0 1 0 
14 8 4 8 8 9 8 98] wo 
16 0 15 0 O° 8 8 9 0 9 3% 
14 0 14 8 0 8 0 9 0 9 0 
la 8 14 0 8 90 9 4 90 
13 123 12. 8} 9 2 9 8 9 8 
16 2 16 8 2 10 2 | 1012 
16 0 16,8 0 10 0 9 
0 0 
4 i) 
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2S be SEA tare § Sales 


“"penology 
~{[Aat l= foes] = fm fave 


0.0 | 6.0! “* | St.0 | 9L0 | oto | s2.0 | ser 
99.0 | 98.0 |“ 





“LOST oune 









*proofon, 















~* | 08.0 | £9.0 | €F.0 | 86-0 | $2.0 | 69-0 | 19.0} se0]  ] oor} ™ | oo sto} sto} ™ bi ad 
¥6.0 | 98.0 | G0.0 | 08-0) 1 19.0 | 80-0 | €8.0 | $0) SLO 98.0 1 48 $6.0 $1.0 | 08-0 
1 08.0 * Tepo | “* | 80.0 | $8.0 | SOT | OFT | 8F-0 | £8-0 $8.0 0 SL. 


09.0 | 89.1 jet 
95.0 | 0 


86.1 | 80.0 


98.0 | BF.0 - 8F.0 | 900 






1 go0 | a0] | 980] “* | 86-0 
Tent p om po fo | 808 | STO 


96.0 | oF.0 | 210 : 
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i | o¢9 | 960 | $0.0 }ot.0 | stt Jost }ors |sor] “ |oot| sts | seo |oeo | * 
wo} ij ow 1 Lon | ovr | 98.0 “|: 103.0} “* | 010 | S90 
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Nil. | 0°73 | Nil. | 0-48 | Nil. 
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1°09 | Nil. 
4| 197) 0°86 
? 


Wil. 
5 

Nin. 

™. 
3 


i 
4 





gical tions taken at the Alipore Observatory from ‘ 
- 20th to 26th February 1898, ’ 4 





Hycnomertry. 





TEMPERATURE. 





2 | mw garuen, © 
ss | Prevailing diroo. E - ” 
g tion, F c om: 
EI 3 ay 
s ci 
a a ¢ ‘ 
i : oe en 
1898, ° Tnoboa,/ ° | ° °} °% | @ Hnohes! © | x Taches, 
pF eb | Mm | 28D) 102 | 29798 | 655) 741) 176 | 565 | s80 oes! 416/44) NW aod WNW! 85| wi | Cloar 
bw» [tee fr996) 97] 818] 096) 77a] 259] ore! 26! +277) aay | 6 | wew and calm} 821 4, | Clear, 9 
m [Rand | 1853) 100) $20 | 65:6 | 703 | 291 | Soe! 547] -ge0| 438 /50/N, NNW, and! 601 ,, | crar 
calm, H ‘ey 





» [88rd 11880) 100) +952) 67-4! g2-4| 303 | 521) 55:5] -287| 43-8 | 48 NeW? and} 81) ,, Chiofly clear, 
calm, ™ 

| 

‘ 


w» =| 24th | 1870 101 ‘050 | 679) 796 | 245] (51 | 55-2 *270| 422) 42)N, NNW, ani] 66 


calm, 


* 
» | Clear, a. *% 
w | th (1387) 83 ‘946 | 67-1) 81-3 | 296) 51-7 | 55-1} -308| 45-7 | 51 | WNW and saad Oil Partially cloudy, 
a. ‘ 

















| 26th 11887) 100 | O44) 709! 846 | 284] 56-2) G11} 400] 53-4 | 54 |~NNW and caim| 94 » | Morning _ cloudy, 4 


























day and night 
clear, 0, 
laches, 
The mean pressure of the seven days ae _ wo see 29°901 
The average pressure of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor- 
General’s Office oes ic ses oo oo 29:923 
H 
The total number of hours of bright sunshine ae ain ses €82 
The maximum possible number of hours of sunshine so ove 80:7 
The mean temperature of the seven days eae coe one 669 % 
The average temperature of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyore 
General’s Office 190 ooo we tee see 755 
The extreme variation of temperature... ses oe. toe 344 ms 
The maximum temperature ... ia eee ove ove ' 846 : 
Mil ¥ i¢ 
The highest velocity of the wind in one hour o oe see 12 * Sh 
=f € 
The mean relative humidity .., ive . es oes ase 49 "7 
The average relative humidity of the oorresponding period for 24 years, . 
: Sarveyor-General’s Office . ose soo ove 6 
» Inches. 
; The total fall of rain from 20th to 26th February 1898 ee os “Ni pee 
ae) The average fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s * 
; Office ang aes tas coo ove 0:16 
The total fall from Ist January to 26th February 1898 ove toe 0°36 ~ 
The average fall of the corresponding period for 24 years, Surveyor-General’s 
Office ae 89 


saa ee aya _ 1 
: The mean pressure, temperature, &c., are deduced from the traces of the Barograph and Thermograph, 
| and from observations made at 6h., 10h., 16h., and 22h, 

, The maximum end minimum temperatures are obtained from self-registering thermometors. All the 
_ thermometers are verified and the readings have been corrected to a standard constructed and verified at the 
. Kew Observatory. They are exposed under a thatched shed open at the sides, and are suspended four feet 
‘above the ground. 


_ ‘he barometer readings are corrected approximately to those of the standard, Newman’s No, 86, 

* formerly at the Surveyor-General’s Ottice, 

' -‘@he hygrometric elements are obtained from Tables III, IV, and V of the official tables computed in 

P Matececlogical Office, and based un Regnault’s modifications. of Augast’s formula, 
: i ions aud the movement of the wind are taken from the truco of a Beokley’s anemograph, .. © 
Mhoghouth of ane rain-gauge is one foot above the ground. 










_ &, dew; 0, overcast. 


J. H. Girrmann, WE Sb ng . 
For Metsorological Reportersto the Govt: of Indian 


























Re Sys 2 2 
Moxrn, | Date. [328] ¢ ap ee 2 i Z 2 
ge) | f/¢/¢ | 43] a] 8 
eee 2 
pel 2 @ li lsalsa| Bl oad | i 
8| 2 rs E Ate oe gS a 
—— 
1808, Tnches ° ° ° ° 5 % 
Here [ome lege] St | me | ae | ae | 2 | Be Btls 
-4 22nd $0010} 663 | 808 | 904 | 517 | 718 | 595 49-1 45 
ee wn | 23rd » 034] 675 | B80 | sid | 519 | 728 | 567 49° aL 
4 24th 7, 034] 680 | B10 | 261 | 519 | 786 | 85-7 85°4 2% 
fs 25th 1,027 | 68:5 | 83:5 | gon | sad | 784 | 57-7 42-4 33 
c 26th » 000] 722 | 870 | 296 | S74 | 776 | 622 47:9 37 
a Inches. 
The mean 10 a.m. pressure of the seven days... ase ws =29°975 
; =) 
"i The mean temperature of the seven days ne sa woo, OFF 
* The extreme variation of temperature one =a w. 853 
I The maximum temperature oe sei oes oo i 
ie 
The mean 10 a.m. relative humidity of the seven days a ie af 
neohes. 
The total fall of rain from 20th to 26th February 1898 owe Ni 
The daily mean temperatures are the crude means of maximum and minimum temperatures. 
Murrorotoaicat Orrice, Bencat, QO. Lirrzz, 


The 8th February 1898. 








CIRCULAR AND EASTERN CANALS, 


~ Approximate Return of Traffic for the week ending Saturday, the 26th February 1898, 
as compared with the corresponding week of the previous year. 





Werk rxpine SatuRDAy, 
2orn Yep es 


WERK ENDING SATURDAY, THE 
RUARY 1898, 27rm FepRvaky 1897, 


Naruse oF Cargo. 























Number of Wiens ot | motage. Number ot wane Tollage. 

Rs. No. Mds. Rs. 
Rice and paddy os i 1,538,360 2,558 604.| 184,615, 3,204, 
Jute eon Sas 72,260 946 a3 2b 851, 
Birewood m4 ; 61,125 779 ita 61; m8 
Other articles a 1,77,886 2,466 833 | 2,57,765 8,866 
Total 6,749 1,679} 6,26,831. 8,396, 











Meteorological Reporter to the Govt, of Bengal. 


spree * ; st a mune Sp 
|. BAST INDIAN RAILWAY. 


Approwimate Ketura of Trafic Sor week ended 19th February 1898 on 1,702'46 miles 2 

































Concmime Taaveic, | MuBCHANHtEN AND Minmnax ‘TRAPVICTRAIN-MILMS apy, 
— Other carnings Total + * 
% Number of | Coach’ Weight Reoeii ee) ene Moreban- 
passengers. Coating curried. pes. Coaching. diss. Taw 


























Ae . mA fe, Mps. 5. Re. a.p.| Res. a. P. Rs. AP, ‘ 
a 
| sidan | s4s80'15 0] 75.007 19| S009 5 oy asx 0 0| 163007 4 of 91.088) 
a Diaiesieer «; - +9 2 si ie TORATS | 
vr ious O) wooks of halt-| 2,087,0s6° | 22,67,884 & U*| 2,00,88,080 ot 00,63,408 18 0) 1428,713 0 Ot] 74,80,009 8 802,757 | O74 j807 | sry) 
\ qoteitor 7) weeks —.. | 3,960,000 | 26,10,205. 4 0 | 9,06,c1,987 10 | 50,88,010 sol 100m 0 0 | e7asmu 7 ol ee7.700 | 1.188600" haa 














et ~ _——— 
a een _~. 


* Comvanison, “ 2 


$23,990) | 3,24,863 0 0 89,33,008 0 | 815,839 0 7, 22,290 14 3 | 11,62,482 14 10 92,327 146,750 | 238,¢r7 


mile of railway corresrond- 
‘week of previous year sail 19013 5 jail 478.15 7 315 82 14 ce onl 2h 


al oor oS " 2,265,798 | 24,01,566 7 1 | 2,94,00,408 30 60,35,015 2 3) 1,49,181 1 3 85,86,662 10 7 672,782 } 1,080,821 | 1,753,195 











———————“—--— 
4,40 Cy Rs, 2,207 
me Soh ee ie of Paes cna ashi any ra Bats Fon recount of difference between the approximate and audited figures for the first 8 day: of 
Fan’, smerenso is dito to Bivaratree mela,” road ata 


TARKESSUR BRANCH RAILWAY. 
Approwimute Keturn of Lraffie for week adel 19th February 1898 on 22°23 miles open. 














MERCHANDISK AND MINBRAL 







































































COACHING TRAFFIC, ‘TRarvic. TRavFIC TRAIN-MILES RUS, 
— |-—_ —— Cleniaeeaye| Tota) earnings, - ——— 
of Coachi: Weight Recei ; ‘ M os 
Latrobe , reise curried. pte, Coaching. ‘io | ™ 
Re. a PF Mps, 8. Rs. a. P. Re. a. P. Ra. a. P. | 
(a ‘ 
10,312 3 0 19,013 10 (84 3 0 900!) 105 6 0 1,000 * 
a 463 148 wit 8012 5 066 4510-1 bie ies 
orprevois 6} weeks of half- 36,359 15 0° 1,16,930 20t, 4,028 10 OF 60 0 0; 40,438 9 0 “6,628 709 198 
Sh asian wooks ay 46,072 2 0 1,985,043 30 4712 13 0 59 0 0) 51,443 15 0 7,083 807 8,59 
" ————— ————|—_— ee need) Eel 
COMPARISON. 
: Total big nding week 
a bse 2 28,754 7,406 13 3 17,962 10 705 56 0 415 6 8117 1 9 1,086 102 1188 
of valves as convapond- 
week of previous or se pectes 833 3 0) crews a su 8 037 305 2 3 sesees aeons on 
for correspon vt] i 
‘of previous yer” we 163,044) 89,876 11 10 1,16,968 3) 4,036.15 0 749 44,650 15 7 7,086 83 8008 
8 —— -_ oneih - 
* cted number of passengers 762 and Rs. 
pes Mads. $214 and- a “Yon scoot of ditference between the approximate and audited figures for the first ¢dayso 
+ nuary 
(a) ‘The increase is due to ‘ Sivaratree mela, ” , 
yi DELHI-UMBALLA-KALKA RAILWAY. ' / 
+ 


Approximate Return of Traffic for week ended 19th February 1898 on 160'47 miles open. a 








MBERCHANDISE AND MINERAL 
CoacHING TRAFFIC. Tua¥vIC, 


Other earnings 
(estimated). ‘Total earnings, 


Weight 
ant Receipts, 


Rs. 4. P, 
13,926 7 0 18,113 2 0 
86 12 


i214 0 
1,66,674 13 0" 6,72,647 10, 90,672 10 OF, 


1,70,601 4 0), 6,65,333 20 | 1,083,785 12 0 


116,516 0 11,871 7 0 
eevee 1 8 
5,78,069 0} 70,287 5 0 








* . PAIS | 






‘EASTERN BENGAL STATE RAILWAY, 
b vpixe N. B, Dacca, K.-D., anv Assax Break Sxctioys.) . 


_ Approvimute Return of Traffic ard Mileage forthe week ended 19th February 1999 on 817 miles open. b. 
re 
te neeeaetins ee oo 


- Coacurne TRaveic, TRAPPIC TRAIN-MILES 2UN, 
Sateny, Otheroarnings| Total 
(inlading eoraings, |. . —*.— 
Fae ry | Reooipts. "3 Conching. | Merehan- | poegy 


Mos. 8. Ra, a. Pp, 








Number of Coaching 
® passengers. | receipts, 





















Ry ae. Qs a.P.] | Re. a. Pp. 





trefMle for the week ane 198,900 3 9,90, 0 | 1,74,200 ] 9,920 0 0 200 0 0 80,870 
Woniscmie me. | ON Ss os i i 9 3.0 0] tae 9 8] Ae |) ae 
Wor previous 6 wooks of half. 

year oo oe bee oo 1,230,120 6,41,000 0 06 58,07,710 0 11,10,010 0 0 


86,870 0 0 | 18,837,880 0 0 199,390 266,318 » tos,cis 

















- Totalfor7\weels ...| — 1,490,080 7,41,080 0 0]  67,07,000 0 12,84,210 0 0 96,700 0 0 | 21,223,090 0 0] 250,170 310,870 _ “B61,040 | r 
—— | | | een city tan | a 8D 
OomPanison, 
Total fur correspondi od 
ee eaoge year toe es “i 211,505 | 1,14,213 0 0 8,386,507 0) 1,07,809 0 0 7,180 0 0} 2,299,202 0 0 81,951 83,161 65,092. 
mile. correspond. . 
pik Meck of pre mn ORT 200 M0 0 0 1,088 0 133 0 0 100 as 00; ae aa 
of previous yur oi 1,478,741 | 8,07,048 0 0| 58,88,270 0 | 846,851 0 0 85,950 0 0 | 17,823,918 0 0} 296,712 229,938 | 466.650 
* Bxcluding steamer earnings. 4 
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DACCA STATE RaAlLLWay, 























Approaimate Retwrn of Traffic and Mileage for the week nted 19th February 1848 on &6 miles upon, 
Ooacmine TRavsic, MBACHANDISE AND MinzgRAL TRavvic TRAIN-MiLEs aus. 
TRarric, 
< . Other Total ——— 
9 varoings. ournings, 
pees] COE | Seite | teen coche | tou 
I RTS BEC Ne ae a cs ee 
| Rs. a, vp. Mops, 8, Rs. a. Pp, Ra. ae, Re Ae 
Total craffic for the week ,., oo 22,300 6800 0 0 38,270 0 5,500 0 0 1200 0 14,460 0 0 2,850 4,752 4,602 
Or per mile of railw: sees woo 103-0 0 45 0 4 0 0 1006 16s 0 0 oe i * 
Por previous ¢ weeks of haif- 

Jour on on ord ow 14,410 55,020 0 0 320,910 0 33,550 0 0 1,560 0 0 90,130 0 0 16,037 13,168 20,255 
Total for 7 weeks ” 166,710 63,800 9 0 359,180 0 39,000 0 0 1,680.0 0 | 1,064,590 0 0 18,937 14,920 33,367 
ComPaxison, 

Toial for correspouding week Ks. 

of previous year ... —.., ose 21,346 6843 0 0 31,329 0 2,935 0 0 133 0 0 9911 0 0 2,6.6 1,298 2,896 

Por mile of riiiway correspond: 

lng Wook of previous year oon 243 80 0 0 3640 M00 100 ns 00 Pa oy 
to corresponding date of 

















Drevious year =... oo a 154,633 #792 9 0 190,848 0) 16,809 0 0 1,085 0 0 64,776 0 0 16 $89 8,341 | 24,730 
e 
* , 


BENGAL CENTRAL RAILWAY COMPANY, LIMITED. 
Approwimate Keturn of Traphe and Mileage for the week ended 19th February 1898 va 125 miles upon, . 
—————— ——— = 
TRAFIC TRAIN-Mitgs nui, @ 
se 
Coaching. mel Tow. 


a 















MBRCHANDISR AND MinsnaL 
OCoacnIne TRaPPIC, TRarric. 
















e 
Towl trac tor the weok od 
per 
















Pe, 
mile of rajiway 80,420 | 18.610 0 0 71,904 0| 4096 0 0 18 0 0 7,068! 
wious 6 "week 109 0 0 74 0 00 100 as 
= oo me eo 179,381 $4,885 0 0 3,56,401 0 27,021 0 0 43,487 
\ Total tor? woeks ..| 205,801 | 98,405 0 0 2058 0) $1,717 0 0] 11,65 0 0 0,50 
b les. ——$—— | a 2 8 | 2 aee7 oo : 
} Comranisox, 

ne npn earn vets 86,570 | 14,061 0 0 74,909 3,086 0 9 137 0 0 6078 

ing week or way, erat 293 17 0 6 000 0 320 0 100 ve 

Provious yeur ms 90,812 0 0 





ok * # 
& D 25,814 | 16,021 0 0] | 8m 0 0 
on in "wall 90°26 06°03 29°76 
You ictiok 190,283 | 75,202 9 0} 10,406,065 0} 41,650 0 0 
64% A Serra ye _-—-—— (en 
















year... 8715 Shu9 31710 20°07 

















om | 186,097 91,283 0 0 12,097,210 0 
ee | 


sae 19,839 11,167 0 0 114,157 0 7,225 0 0 





es 126,452 | 71,€90 0 0] 10,03,191 0 53,899 0 0 


(a) Includes audited figures for first 8 days of Junuary 1293, 


FINANCIAL YEAR. 





FRPRUARY 1898, 





Receipts, vail, aloe Total receipts, 








Fuarv 


AKY 1897. 


aia alenens of Gross Receipts of the Assam-Bengal Railway. 


TOTAL REOCRIPTS PROM 187 TOTAL RROBIPTS FROM laT 
1 ay i ers APRIL 1897 To 12TH | APRIL 1866 TO 18ra@ 


DARJEKELING-HIMALAYAN RAILWAY COMPANY, LIMITED. 


Approximate earnings for the week ending 19th February 1898 
Uorresponding period of 1897... a oe 


Decrease oo ow ow o- 


Reosipts per mile for the week ending }9th Febri 18¢8 
Ditto for the corresponding pericd of 1897 “Ta 


Decrease, ~~ on 


Receipts from Ist Jan to 19th February 188 =... 
Oorresponding period of As \ an oe 
Decrease ave or) “ 1 











Ra. 4. PB 
10,379 0 0 
11,474 1 6 

1,104 1 6 

208 6 4 
22416 8 
2110 4 

71,562 0 0 

76,441 0 0 


4,889 0 0 
—_—_———- 
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FIRST FOREOAST OF THE OILSEED OROPS OF 
BENGAL, 1897-98, 


Tur following is published for general information. 


Rev, Depr., M. Finucane, 
The 4th March 1898. Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal. 





DEPARTMENT OF LAND RECORDS AND AGRI- 
CULTURE, BENGAL, ~ 


First forecast of the oilseed crops of Bengal, 1897-98, 


Explanatory.—The chief kinds of oilseeds in these Pro- 
vinces are (1) rapeseed and mustard, (2) linseed, (3) dé or 
qingelly, and (4) other oilseeds, €.g., castor-oil and sirguea 
(niger oilseed). “Two varieties of “7 are grown, viz., the rabi 
and fhe bhadoi, The present report furnishes estimates of 
the area and outturn of both varieties of vt and of all the 
other oilseeds mentioned above. 

The normal areas in column 4 of the appended state- 
ment are based on the average areas sown in the ast five 
years in the case of all districts except Champaran, Trosstfar. 
pur, and Manbhum. For Champaran and Muzaffarpur, 
estimates revised on the basis of the final survey figures have 
been accepted. For Manbhum the average of only two 
years has been taken to represent the normal area for want 
of more reliable information. Further enquiries will be 
made with a view to obtaining more correct figures. 


© 


Alipors Observatory from 27th February to 5th March 
1 
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2. Character of the season.—Good rain fell during the 
monsoon season of 1897, and left sufficient moisture in the 
soil for the sowing of the oilseed crops. In October, every 
district of these Provinces received considerably more than 
the normal fall of rain. In November, the rain was well 
distributed, all Divisions of these Provinces receiving slight 
rain. In December, the rainfall was below the normal in 
all districts, but this deficiency had no injurious effect on 
the crops generally. In January, Bengal proper received 
rain in excess of the normal, while in Bihar, Orissa and 
Chota Nagpur rain was deficient. In the first week of Feb- 
ruary, general rain fell in Bihar and in the north of Bengal, 
and slight showers were reported from East Bengal and 
Chota Nagpur; the fall elsewhere was practically nil. In 
the second week of February, thore was rain over the greater 
part of the Province. On the whole the season has been very 
favourable to the cultivation and growth of the oilseed crops 
of these Provinces. 

8 Area cultivated.—According to the revised estimates 
shown in column 4 of the appended statement, the total 
normal area under oilseeds in these Provinces amounts to 
4,920,900 acres. The total arca cultivated this year, as will 
be seen from the same statement, amounts to 4,096,000 acres, 
There is thus a slight increase in area this year over the 
normal, due to the favourable character of the season up to 
and at the time of sowing. The area cultivated with oilseeds 
last year amounted to 3,514,700 acres. The area under 
oilseeds this year shows an increase of 581,300 acres (16° per 
cent.) over last year’s area. 

4. Character of the crop.—From the returns of District 
Officers annexed td this note, it will be seen that out of the 
45 districts of these Provinces, one district, Champaran, 
shows a 19-anna crop; two districts, Darbhanga and Bhagal- 

ur, show crops alittle above 16 annas; eight districts, viz., 
3urdwan, Birbhum, Saran, Muzaffarpur, Malda, Angul and 
Khondmals, Hazaribagh, and Singhbhum, report average 
crops of 16 annas; and the remaining 34 districts report crops 
below the average. No district reports a crop lower than 
9 annas. Comparing the estimates of outturn this year 
with those of last year as given in columns 7 and 8 of the 
appended returns, it appears that from 41 districts better 
crops are reported. From four districts only, viz, Dinajpur 
14 annas), Jalpaiguri (10 annas), Bogra (V4) nas), and 

urnea (15 annas), are worse crops reported. The arithmet- 
ical mean of the estimates of anna outturn this year, calculated 
with reference to the areas sown, amounts to 132 annas. 
Considering the. good character of the season, it is not 
oo gy ag that this estimate may be exceeded, and it appears 
safe to estimate a 14-anna crop for the whole Province. 
The crop last year was estimated at 11 annas. 


N. N. Banerset, 
Assistant Director of the Department of Land 
Records & Agriculture, Bengal. 


CouNnTERSIGNED. 
P. C, Lyon, 
Director of the Department of Land 
Records § Agriculture, Bengal, 


Oancurra, 
The 22nd February 1898. 

















Remarks by District Officers. 
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Owing to timely rainfall, larger areas baye been sown 
this year and a better outturn is expected. 
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4 ¢ 
THE KHARIF IRRIGATION OPERATIONS FOR 1897.98. 


No. 315J. 


GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL—IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT. 
‘Inrigation. 
Dated Oaleutta, the 4th March 1898, 


RESOLUTION, 


Reap— 
Statement No. IT, showing the crops irrigated in Canal Districts in Bengal during the 
harif season of 1897-98, 

Letter No. 144/., dated 12th May 1897, from the Government of India, Public 
Works Department, ordering the discontinuance of Statements Nos. I and ILI, 
the former showing the irrigation and rainfall in Canal Districts of Bengal, and 
the latter showing the crops irrigated by canals in Canal Divisions. 


Onservations.—The area irrigated during the kharif season of 1897-98, 
was 613,094 acres, against 595,741 acres in 1896-97, showing an increase of 
291 per cent. 

2. The increase was distributed over all the canals, expect those of the 
Sone Circle. 

On the Orissa, Midnapore and Eden Canals it was due to the renewal of 
long-term leases. 

The decrease on the Sone Canals was principally due-to seasonable rainfall 
which reduced the demand for annual leases, 

Althougn the area irrigated during 1897-98, from the Sone Canals, was 
less than that of 1896-97; still it was above the average of the last ten years. 

3. The details of the increase or decrease in the irrigation of tho kharif 
crops from the canals in each district during the year 1897-98, compared with 
the previous year, are given in the following statement :— 











Kuaanir season. 
District. Canal, More. Less. 


1896-97. | 1897-98, 











1 - 2 | 8 | 4 | 6 | 6 
Orissa Circle, Acres. Acres. Acres. Acres, 
Taldanda Canal system 
Kendrapara Canal system —,.. | | 
Cuttack rr | sp) = evel Canal, Ranges I| $ 147,502 | 161,568 14,066 | 4... 
and IT, 
{ Jajpur Canal ose a 
Balasore... + | High Level Canal, Range III .., 24,246 29,173 4,927 
South-Western Cirle. 
Midnapore and Hooghly Midvapore Canal ... ask 65,1838 70,928 6,745 teooes 
Burdwan and Hooghly Eden Canal os ove 19,044 23,442 4,398 acess 
Sone Circle. 
Patna and Gaya oA — _ system yeh Oe rs 
: Arral system eee 766 26,469 | sissee 13,297 
Shababad ... ** (| Buxar Canal system ooo : 
Seran oA + | Saran Canal ae én Nil 1,514 1,514 | eevee 


Total «| 595,741 | 613,094 30,650 13,297 

















4. The kharif crops irrigated were rice and from the Ori 
Canals; rice, sugarcane, hot-weather crops and miisoaliunsoujidersalh from 
Sone and Saran Canals, and rice only from the Midnapore and Eden Canals. 

The area izrigated under each crop is shown below :— BAS 

oe 1897-98, 





cres. Acres. 

Orissa Canals— 

Rice ml ass «- 171,858 190,235 

Sugarcane cae’ . ai 895 506 
Midnapore Canal— 

Rice aug whe gear: OB,488 70,928 
Eden Canal— 

Rice ‘cad wie eo —-19,044 23,442 
Sone Canals— 

Rice son oés we. 803,049 279,983 

Sugarcane hee oe w- —-: 18,758 16,627 

Miscellaneous (cereals As oes 139 95 

Hot-weather crops jae woe 22,825 81,278 


Orpver.—Ordered, that a copy of this Resolution and of the Kharif State- 
ment No, II be published in the supplement to the Calcutta Gazette, and sub- 
mitted to the Government of India, Public Works Department, for information. 

Ordered also, that copies of this Resolution and of the statement be for- 
warded to the Commissioners of the Orissa, Burdwan and Patna Divisions, the 
Colleptors of the Cuttack, Balasore, Midnapore, Burdwan, Hooghly, Gaya, 
Patna, Shahabad and Saran districts, the Superintending Engineers of the 
Orissa, South-Western and Sone Circles, and Examiner of Public Works 
Accounts, Bengal, for information. 


By order of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, 


A. D, McARTHOR, 0o., 2.x, 
Secy. to the Govt. of Bengal. 
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- qyRATHER AND OROP REPORT. * * 
—_———$—$—$——— * te “ 
~ For the week ending the Yth March 1898. 


Burdwan.—Report not received. 
Birbhum.—Rainfall at Sadar “02, Rampur Fiat 05. Weather cool and cloudy. Pressing 
of sugarcane continues. adi crops being harvested. Prices stationary. Fodder sufficient. 
—Rainfall at Bankura ‘03. Weather occasionally cloudy. Pressing of sugar- 
cane and harvesting of rabi continue. Fodder and water plentiful. Sporadic cow-pox 
reported. Price of common rice 15 seers per rupee at Sadar and Vishnupur. 7 
Midnapore—No rain. Boro paddy in Ghatal doing well. Prices of common rice:— 





8rs. 
Sadar * woe oe rr 12 E 
Contai oe ate exe 16 
Tamluk aie aa = 128. Pet teRee 
Ghatal ane bes <i 13} 


Hooghly—No rain. No crops on the ground excepting small rabi crops. Common 
rice sells from 11 to 18} seers per rupee. 

Howrah.—No rain. ‘Weather cool for the season. State of radi crops good. Rain 
is now wanted all over to assist ploughing. Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice 
sells at 11 to 13 seors per rupee. 

24-Parganas.—fainfall nil. Days hotand nights cool. Prospects of crops good. Land 
is being prepared for aus and jute. No cattle-disease, Fodder and water sufficient. Com- 
mon rice sells as follows :— 


* Srs. 
Sadar oi “ w. 10 to 18 
Barasat a nes as 12} 
Basirhat ag saa an 12-15 chs. ( Pe™ UPee- 
Diamond Harbour cae on pve 13 


Nadia.—Rainfall at Meherpur ‘03. Harvesting of wheat, barley, ariar and oilseeds 
going on. Sugarcane-crushing continues. Lands being ploughed for avs. Common rice 
gellsat 11} to 14} seers per rupee. Fodder and water sufficient. No cattle-disease. 

Murshidabad.—Rainfall ot Sadar -02, Jangipur *16, Kandi nil. Prospects of rabi 
crops generally favourable, and harvesting has commenced. Mulberry and indigo doing 
well. Pressing of sugarcane continues. Fodder sufficient. No cattle-disease reported. 


Common rice sells as follows:— 


Srs. 
ont ay att one av’ ui} - 
‘angipur ee we tee wee 145 Y rupee. 
Kank ai a we 14} eae ole 


Jessore.—Westhor fine and cold. Rainfall at Jhenida 01, Harvesting of radi crops 
still going om in places. Lands being prepared for the noxt crop. No cattlo-disease 
reported. Fodder and water sufficient. Common rice sells as follows :— 


Srs. 
Jessore ove on see ew. 12tol4 
cue eon eee eee thle 12 
agura tee eo ia ost 4to13 er rupee. 
Bangaon eee eee eo wo. =12ito 14 ‘ 
Narail ose oe ie we 13-53 ch. 


Khulna.—No . Weather cold. Prospects of boro padd d. Rai ted 
Water and fodder Jigen. Common rice sells as follows :— evil’ ens: 


3 8rs. 
Sader oo eee ane «14 to 16 
Satkhira oo eee ow ose +g per rupee, 


Bagerhat wor - ae oe 
shahi—Rainfall. at Sadar 07, Naugaon ‘07, Nator nil, Standin doi 
well, - Ploughing for early sowings ‘continues. No cattlo-diseaso. Fodder mf pi og 


able. Rice sells from:11} to 15 seers per rupee. 

Dinaj Average rainfall -05. Weather seasonable. Condition of rabi ‘ 
Ploughing er bhadoi crops progressing. No cattle-disease, Fodder and vibe plentiful" 
Rice sells at 14} seers per rupee. a : 

Jalpaiguri—Rainfall at Sadar “07. Weather cold. Standing crops are promising. 
‘Lands are being pie for bhadoi and betri, Fodder and pierecny SPs. 2 Ocaman tied: 
sells from 12 to 16 seers per rupee: ¢ , 


mataraGiaaaa —Ploughi f 4 
ie se Coarse rice, we 









sells :— 
Hills. aie 
T 


Biutta sells from 20 to 30 seers per rupee. 












07, I “08, Siligusi “084 Weather clondy 
y sown; tort arvested ; wheat and barley 
ving on; potato being harvested ; tobacco 





one ++ 8 to 1] seers per rupee. 
wee 13 to 16 ” ” vs 


: .—District average esiohlt 08; wt re ora ene res jute = 
sowin aus going on; musi ani ered. oing we 
; B OF aus going on; potatoes Foils peupe Coin 


rice selling at 11 to 15 seers per rupee. 


er and water sufficient except at 


. Kurigram, where they are reported scarce in places. Good drinking-water also reported 


. 


cold and cloudy with westerly wind 


searce in places at Gaibanda, 


Bogra.—Rainfall at Bogra °1 
Lands being prepared for jute and 
12} to.13§ seers per rupee. 


8, Sherpnr ‘05, Gathering of oilseeds almost finished. 
aus. Fodder and water ample. Common rice sells from 


Pabna.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘12, Sirajganj -12. Weather seasonable, Statiding crops 
good. rico of common rice 10 to 12 seers per rupee. Fodder sufficient. 


-—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable. Prospects of standing crops good. Rain 
wanted. Fodder available, No cattle-diseaso, Common rice sells at 11 to 13 seers per rupee. 


Mymensingh.—Rainfall at Sadar ‘82, Jamalpur ‘10, Netrokona ‘15. Weather cool 
for the time of year. Lands under Preparation for jute. abi crops doing well. Price of 


common rice 9 to 12 seers per rupee 


Faridpur,—No rain. Weather seasonable. Prospects of crops good. Rive sells from 


11 to 13 seers per rupee. 


Backergunge.— Rainfall nil, 
sells from.9 to 142 seers per rupee. 


Weather cool. Prospects of crops good. Common rice 


Tippera,—No rain. Mornings and nights very cocl. Plo hing for paddy and jute 
continues, Standing crops doing well. Fodder sufficient, Water available, Price of rice 


10 to 14 seers per rupee, 
Noakhali.—Rainfall nil. P 


- for aus crop. Fodder and water available. Price o 


s of Sanding crops fair. Jands are being cultivated 
common rice 12 to 15 seers’per rupee. 


Chittagong.—No rain. Nights and mornings unusually cold, Spring crops suffering 
from aa Drinking-water. soaree in tho Wwave-swept area, where foddér also bad. Rico 


selling at, 


3,seers per rupee on an average. 


Patna.—No rain. Harvesting of mustard seed, peas and masur going on. Laneing of 


y in progress. Sugarcane being pressed. Prices almost stationary 
6 Ran selling at.16 sesrs: per rupee. Fodder and water for cattle sufficient. 


Gaya.—No rain. Harv. 


Patna common 


esting of rabi crops in Poppy has suffered con- 


progress. 
siderably from. the strong west wind, ially in the Nawada subdivision, Common. rioe 


sells:at 14 seers, wheat 10 seers, bar! 
sears per rupee. 


ey 14 seers, gram 94 seors, arhar 17 seers, and makai 174 


Shahabad.—Rainfall at Sadar a slight drizzling, Sacaram ‘03, Bhabua +12. Weather 


| Peas, masur and wheat aro being harvested. Opium 


collection continues. Sowing of, chena and Sugarcane progressing. Fodder and water suffi- 
cient. Mango blossoms damaged by the high wind. Prices stationary. 


—P, 


crops continue good. Prices are—common rico 12 to 


Muzaffarpur of 
15 seer, wheat 10 to. 1 seers,| barley 16 seers, . mukat 20: seers, gram 11 seers, rakar 


10 to 11 seers, and marua 22 seers per. rupee:: 


~ Darbhanga:— Rainfall at. Sadar 19, Bamastipar nil, ,Madlmbani -08. Weather» seasor- 
peas . 


able: P, of crops good. Harvesting . 
rospects g ting 


nearly completed: in 


ipur. Fodder and water sufficient. Common rive sells at 18} seers per rupeo at Sadar, 
Saran. ‘at Ohapra +03, Siwan -12, Gopaleunj. (8, Weather cold with westerly. 
Gceupe gua Ooo ce there Retin! - 


wind, Radi bei 
fmol a ma 
last year. 


" 


ptem éollootion continues; yield 





and water sufficient. Prices are— 
"11 seorsy against: 9:3"seors and-10°9'seers respectively 


Champaran.—Reintall at Motibari “02.” Weather sensonable,:. Rabi erops flonmishing. 
; ield satisfactory. Sugarcane jot 2 ac ae mg a 

ria pad Common: \rico.,and maize. sell at 14} and 21 et rare teeh . 
_ Sgainst average of 15 and 203 seers, 


- 









—Raidffall af'Sadar -48, Bogusarai 20, Jamui nil, Weather oold with west 

i aoe of rabi crops fi Harting of mustard, linseed and masuri commenced, 
Mango-blossoms slightly damaged by rain. Prospects of poppy fairly good. No cattle- 
diseaso. Common rice sells as tollows:— 


Monghyr al te « 12 to 16 seers per rupee. — 
Begusarai we 3 oe) QE OSE: s 
Jamui at ae 14 


” ” 


Bhagalpur.—High cold west: winds prevailed throughout the week. Weather unusual- 
ly cool. 1 ng &o.) are being harvested. Standing rabi doing well. Rico selling 


as follows:— 
Sadar. eee on 14} seers per rupee. 
Banki... 23 Sh Pesca Y See tha gaint 
Supaul... ae se ous bh ow aR * 
Madhipura Pe te 16 


" Ses ” ” 
Purnea.—Rainfall at Sadar 28, Kishanganj 10, Araria -05, Weathor seasonable with 
west wind. Standing rabi crops promising. Mustard and tobacco being harvested. Cultiva- 
tion for jute and bhadoi crops going on. No oattle-diseaso. Fodder and. water sufficient. 
Common rice selling as follows :— 


Sadar aus ses eos oe 15 seers per rupee. 
Kishanganj ao = oe Capea es 
Ararias.. ae . ma lank ie 


Malda.—Rainfall at Sadar -07, Shibganj ‘07. Prospects of radi crops, which are 
approaching maturity, are very good. Ordinary rice selling at 14 seers per rupee. 


Sonthal Parganas,—Weather cleared np. Rain trifling. Prospects of ral crops good. 
flower abundant. Fodder and water sufficient. Price of common rice 18 to 16 seers 
(average 14 seers 13 chitaks) and of maizo 10 to 20 seers (average 17 seers 4 chitaks) per 
rupee. 
Cuttack.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable. Threshing of paddy and pressing of 
su, ©, going on. Dalua growing well. Condition of cattle acer good. Fodder 
sufildlent. Common rice sells as follows :— 


: Srs. ch. 
Cuttack ee ove heir? 

! fea | LS Ra deepens 
Banki va % ae ie ae 15) 


Balasore.—Rainfall nil. Harvesting of sarad and rabi crops continues. Dalua and 
cotton crops growing well, Sugaroane being pressed. Ploughing continues. Some cattle- 
disease reported. Price of rice varies from 16 to 19 seers per rupee in the interior. Rice 
sells-at 16 and 18 seers per rupee at Balasore and Bhadrak respectively. 


: —Woeather hot at day, cold at night. Price of rice stationary. Cattle-diseaso 
reported from the interior of Angul. 


Puri.—Rain wanted for summer rice and moong. Mustard, khul/hi, and arhar being 
harvested. Prospects of cotton, khesari, and other rabi crops generally good. Common 


¥ 


rico sells as follows:— 
: 8rs. cn. 
» Puri tee tes a one Ate 
ee ee = nm. 15 12 
In the interior of district ... oni +. 15 12 }per rupee, 
to 
17 02 


Hazaribagh.—Strong winds and weather cold. Rainfall at Sadar “18, Giridi “19. 
Rabi promises a fullorop. Mango in bloosom. Rice 12 to 18 seers per rupec. 
Lohardaga.—Ploughing stopped for want of moisture. State of standing crops 


. Rice sellsat Ranchi 12 seers per rupec, and in the interior 16 rupee. 
Ria. deca satin. Fodder and water efficient. Grain in stock sufficient, 


Palamau.—Rainfall nil. Weather seasonable. Prospects of standin favour- 
able. Fodderand water sufficient, Rico selling aa i¥ conn pee rupee. ifs 


Manbhum.—Rainfall at Sadar “15, Gobindpur +05. Weather cold for the season. 
ie baleen y genedi oc etbaagge Sateln 16 pany tarp at Gobiapus ss 
on rice i 
Xsan rupee. Supply sufficient. 


___ Singhbhum.—Rainfall nil, Rico plentiful and tho prico is from 14 to 16 seers por 


[oat 
atte 
ess 






















portion of the 
SE “gah continue favourable, 
Lasers a : 


snare spring crops. ‘he Teirvastaig | of 
crops is elie euiiie sugarcane is going on. _In Bihar th Cane 

of opium is proceeding, srt aaa the. west wind, Lands ae being 

be Ga iwnss ie eoce early ~ Ps fy ~ me en eine - Sam Prices are steady. 


‘a, and anbhum, Scarcity of 
* fodder am dcinkinrewsus ae exists in es ary Rangpur aad Chittagong. 


_ By order of the Licutenant-Governor of Bengal, 
Revenue Departuent, M. FINUCANE, 
The 8th March 1898, Scoretary to the Govt. of Bengal, 


